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COURSE INTRODUCTION:

This is the third paper of MA social work (MSW) programmed of first semester.

UNIT1: This unit provides an introduction to: Understanding Sociology,
Sociology:
ConceptandScope,UnderstandingSocietyandCulture,SocialStructureandFunction
.Types Of Societies Community, Social Institutions: Marriage, Family and
Religion, Social Stratification.

UNIT 2: This unit provides an introduction to Social Dynamics Contemporary
Social
ConcernsSocialization,SocialControl,SocialChange,SocialMovement,Deviance,

Suicide, Casteism, Communalism



Contents

Unit-1:UnderstandingSociology

e Sociology:ConceptandScope

e UnderstandingSocietyand Culture

e SocialStructureandFunction

e TypesOfSocietiesCommunity

e Sociallnstitutions:Marriage,FamilyandReligion

e SocialStratification

Unit-11:SocialDynamicsContemporarySocialConcerns

e Socialization

e SocialControl

e SocialChange

e SocialMovement
e Deviance

e Suicide

e (Casteism

e Communalism



Page

UNIT CONTENT
number

LearningObjectives,Sociology:ConceptandScope
Checkyourprogress,UnderstandingSocietyandCulture

6-40
Check your progress, Social Structure and Function, check your,
progress, Types ofSocieties &Community, Check your progress
Sociallnstitutions:Marriage,FamilyandReligion,checkyour
progress, Social Stratification, check your progress, Let sum up
AnswertoQuestion,ModelQuestion,AssignmentQuestion
Further Reading (1.1-1.18)
LearningObjectives,Socialization,Checkyourprogress  Social
Control, Check your progress, Social Change

42-91

CheckyourprogressSocialMovement,Checkyourprogress
Deviance,checkyourprogress,Suicide,checkyourprogress
Casteism, check your progress, Communalism, check your
progress, Let sum up, Answer to Question, Model Question
Assignment Question, Further Reading (2.1-2.22)




Unit—I:UnderstandingSociety

UnitStructure

1.1LearningObjectives

1.1 Sociology: Concept and Scope

1.2 Checkyourprogress

1.3 UnderstandingSocietyandCulture
1.4 Checkyourprogress

1.5 SocialStructureand Function

1.6 Checkyourprogress

1.7 TypesOfSocieties&Community
1.8 Checkyourprogress

1.9 Sociallnstitutions:Marriage,FamilyandReligion
1.10 Checkyourprogress

1.11  SocialStratification

1.12  Checkyourprogress

1.13 Letsumup

1.14  AnswertoQuestion

1.15 Model Question

1.16 AssignmentQuestion

1.17 FurtherReading



1.1 LearningObjectives

Thelearning objectivesofUnitl areasfollows:

e To learnaboutthebasicsofSociology
e TogainknowledgeaboutSocietyandCulture

e Tobeabletounderstandaboutsocietyasawhole

1.2 Sociology:ConceptandScopes

Thewordsociologyisderived frombothLatinand Greek origins:Socius (Latin): Companion

Logos(Greek):Study. Theetymologicalmeaningof*sociology’isthusthe‘scienceofsociety’.

Sociology is scientific stud of society, focusing on social relationships, institutions, social

change, and social problem.

According to Max Weber, “Sociology is the science which attempts the interpretative

understandingofsocialactioninordertherebytoarriveatacausalexplanationofitscauseand effects”

August Comte is considered as the father of sociology as he has not only coined the term but
wasresponsibleforestablishingsociologyasaseparatesocialscience.MaxWeberemphasized

interpretative understanding of social action for causal explanations.

Prof. Ginsberg accordinglydefines it “as the studyofsociety, which is ofthe webortissue of
human inter-actions and inter-relations.” In other words, Sociology is the study of man’s
behaviour ingroupsoroftheinter-actionamonghumanbeings,ofsocialrelationshipsandthe

processes by which human group activity takes place. Studyof human social life, groups and



societies with focus onourownbehaviour as social beings. Sociological studyfocuses noton the
norms and values of the society but the way they actual function in actual realities. The
studyisbasedontheobservations,findings,andevidenceswithoutbiasfollowingcertainrules
thatcanbecheckeduponbyothers.Observationsmadearedifferentfromthatofphilosophical
orcommonsense.Philosophicalobservationsareaboutmoralandimmoralinhumanbehaviour and
about goodsociety;common sense observations are based onthe naturalistic explanation of

behaviour without questioning its own origin.

Thescopeofsociologyisbroadandencompassesthestudyofvariousaspectsofhumansociety. It
includes the examination of social behaviour, social interaction, social institutions, social
change, and social problems. Sociology seeks to understand how individuals and groups are

influenced by social structures, cultural norms, and societal forces.
CharacteristicsofSociology:
Someofthe Characteristicsofsociologyarementionbelow:

1. Study of society: Sociology is the scientific study of society, including its structure,
institutions, and social interactions. It examines how individuals and groups interact and how

social structures and systems shape human behaviours.

2. Focusonsocialrelationships:Sociologyfocusesonunderstandingthepatternsanddynamics  of
social relationships. It explores how individuals are influenced by social factors such as

culture, social class, gender, and race.

3. Emphasisonsocialchange:Sociologyseekstounderstandandexplainsocialchangeandits impact
onindividuals and society. It examinesthe causesand consequencesofsocialchange, as well as

the processes through which societies evolve over time.

4. Use of empirical research: Sociology relies on empirical research methods to gather and

analyse data. This includes conducting surveys and examine in every social aspect.

1.3 Checkyourprogress:

1. Whatissociology?
2. Whoisconsideredthefatherofsociology?



3. WhatdidMaxWeberemphasizeinsociology
4. Whatisthescopeofsociology

1.4 UnderstandingSocietyandCulture

Asocietyis a groupofpeople whose members interact,reside ina definable area, and share a
culture.Inpractical,everydayterms,societiesconsistofvarioustypesofinstitutionalconstraint and
coordination exercised over our choices and actions. Society consists of social structures and
processes, while culture encompasses shared practices, beliefs, and artifacts. Both are
interdependent andshapeeachother’sdevelopment. Thetypeofsocietywe live indetermines the
nature of these types of constraint and coordination. The nature of our social institutions, the
type of work we do, the way we think about ourselves and the structures of power and social
inequality that order our life chances are all products of the type of society we live in and thus

vary globally and historically.

Acultureincludesthe group’sshared practices, values, beliefs, norms, and artifacts. Humans are
socialcreatures. Since the dawn ofHomo sapiens, nearly200,000 years ago, people have
grouped together into communities in order to survive. Living together, people developed
formsofcooperationwhichcreatedthecommonhabits,behaviours,andwaysoflifeknownas culture
— from specific methods of childrearing to preferred techniques for obtaining food. Peter
Berger argued that this is the result of a fundamental human predicament. Unlike other
animals, humans lack the biological programming to live on their own. They require an
extendedperiodofdependencyinorderto survive in theenvironment.Thecreationofculture makes
this possible by providing a protective shield against the harsh impositions of nature.
Cultureprovidestheongoingstabilitythatenableshumanexistence. Thismeans,however,that  the

human environment is not nature per se but culture itself.

Thisraisesthedistinctionbetweentheterms*“culture”’and“society”’andhowweconceptualize  the
relationship between them. In everyday conversation, people rarely distinguish between these
terms, but theyhave slightlydifferent meanings, and the distinction is importantto how

weexamine them.As indicated above, a culture representsthe beliefs, practices, and material



artifactsofagroup,whileasocietyrepresentsthesocialstructures,processes,andorganization of the
people who share those beliefs, practices, and material artifacts. Neither society nor culture

could exist without the other, but we can separate them analytically.
DefinitionsofSociety

Accordingto Maclver, "Societyisasystemofusagesandprocedures,ofauthorityand mutual aid,
of many groupings and divisions, of controls of human behaviour and of liberties. This ever-

changing complex system, which we call society, is a web of social relationships™.

According to C.H. Cooley, "Societyisacomplex offormor processeseachofwhich is living
andgrowingbyinteractionwiththeothers,thewholebeingso unifiedthat whattakesplace in one-

part effects all the rest."

According to Ginsberg, "Society is a collection of individuals united by certain relations or
modes ofbehaviour which mark themofffromothers who do not enter into these relations or

who differ from them in behaviour".

AccordingtoParsons, "Societymaybedefinedasthetotalcomplexofhumanrelationships in so far

as theygrow out action in terms of means-ends relationship, intrinsic or symbolic™.
CharacteristicsofSociety:
1. Society is abstract:

Ifsocietyis viewed as webofsocialrelationships, it is distinct fromphysicalentitywhich we can
see and perceive throughsenses. Maclver argued, “we may see the people but cannot see
society or social structure, but only its only external aspects”. Society is defined by invisible
social relationships rather than physical entities. We can just realize them but cannot see or

touch them. Therefore, society is abstract.
2. Likenessanddifferencein society:

Societyinvolvesbothlikenessanddifference.Ifpeopleareallexactlyalike, merelyalike,their
relationshipswouldbelimited. Therewouldbelittlegive-and-takeandlittlereciprocity. Ifall
menthoughtalike,feltalike,andactedalike,iftheyhadthesamestandardsandsameinterests, if they
all accepted the same customs and echoed the same opinions without questioning and without
variation, civilization could never have advanced and culture would have remained

rudimentary.Societythrivesonbothlikenessanddifferenceamongitsmembers. Thus,society
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needsdifferencealso foritsexistenceandcontinuance.Wecanillustratethispointthroughthe most
familiarexampleoffamily. The familyrestsuponthebiologicaldifferences betweenthe sexes.
There are natural differences of aptitude, of capacity, of interest. For they all involve

relationships in which differences complement one another, in which exchange take place.
3. Cooperationandconflictin society:

Cooperationandconflictareuniversalelementsinhumanlife.Societyisbasedoncooperation  but
because of internal differences, there is conflict also among its members. This is why,
Maclver and Page observed that “society is cooperation crossed by conflict”. We know from
ourownexperiencethat apersonwould be handicapped, showeddown, and feels frustratedif he
is expected to do everything alone, without the aid of others. “Cooperation is most elementary

process of social life without which society is impossible” (Gisbert,1957).

4. Societyisaprocessand nota product:

“Society exists only as a time sequence. It is becoming, not a being; a process and not a
product”(MaclverandPage, 1956). Inother words, as soonasthe process ceases, the product
disappears. The product ofa machine endures after the machine has been scrapped. To some
extent the same is true not only of material relics of man’s past culture but even of his

immaterial cultural achievements.

DefinitionsofCulture

British anthropologist Edward Taylor states, “Culture is that complex whole which includes
knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, customand any other capabilities and habits acquired by

man as. a member of society”.

Accordingto  Phatak,Bhagat,andKashlak, “Cultureisaconceptthathasbeenused inseveral
socialsciencedisciplinestoexplainvariationsinhumanthoughtprocessesindifferentpartsof ~ the

world.”

Accordingto J.P.Lederach, “Culture isthesharedknowledgeand schemescreatedbyaset of
people for perceiving, interpreting, expressing, and responding to the social realities around

them.”

According to R. Linton, “A culture is a configuration of learned behaviours and results of
behaviour whose component elements are shared and transmitted by the members of a

particular society.”
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CharacteristicsofCulture:
1. LearnedBehaviour:

Not all behaviour is learned, but most of it is learned; combing one’s hair, standing in line,
telling jokes, criticising the President and going to the movie, allconstitute behaviours which
had to be learned. Culture includes knowledge, beliefs, and customs acquired through social

interaction.

Sometimes the terms conscious learning and unconscious learning are used to distinguish the
learning.Forexample,thewaysinwhichasmallchildlearnstohandleatyrannicalfatherora
rejectingmotheroftenaffectthewaysinwhichthatchild,tenorfifteenyearslater,handleshis
relationships with other people.

2. CultureisAbstract:

Cultureexistsinthemindsofpeopleandissharedamongmembersofasociety.Cultureisthe  shared
waysofdoing and thinking.Therearedegreesofvisibilityofculturalbehaviour, ranging
fromtheregularisedactivitiesofpersonstotheir internalreasons forsodoing. Inotherwords, we
cannot see culture as such we can only see human behaviour. This behaviour occurs in

regular, patterned fashion and it is called culture.

3. CultureisaPatternofLearnedBehaviour:

The definition of culture indicated that the learned behaviour of people is patterned. Each
person’s behaviour oftendependsuponsome particular behaviour ofsomeone else.The point is
that, as a general rule, behaviours are somewhat integrated or organized with related
behaviours of other persons.

4. CultureistheProductsofBehaviour:

Culturelearningsaretheproductsofbehaviour.Asthepersonbehaves,thereoccurchangesin -~ him.
He acquires the ability to swim, to feel hatred toward someone, or to sympathize with

someone. They have grown out of his previous behaviours.
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Inbothways,then,humanbehaviouristheresultofbehaviour. Theexperienceofotherpeople
isimpressedononeashegrowsup,andalso manyofhistraitsandabilitieshavegrown outof his own

past behaviours.
5. CultureincludesAttitudes,ValuesKnowledge:

Thereiswidespreaderrorinthethinkingofmanypeoplewhotendtoregardtheideas,attitudes,  and
notionswhichtheyhaveas “their own”. It iseasyto overestimatetheuniquenessofone’s
ownattitudesandideas.Whenthereisagreementwithotherpeopleit islargelyunnoticed,but when
there is a disagreement or difference one is usually conscious of it. Your differences however,
mayalso be cultural. For example, suppose you are a Catholic and the other person a

Protestant.

6. CulturealsoincludesMaterialObjects:

Man’sbehaviourresultsincreatingobjects.Menwerebehavingwhentheymadethesethings.
Tomaketheseobjectsrequirednumerousandvariousskillswhichhumanbeingsgraduallybuilt
upthroughtheages.Manhasinventedsomethingelseandsoon.Occasionallyoneencounters the
view that mandoes not really “make” steelora battleship.Allthese things first existed in a

“state nature”.

7. CultureissharedbytheMembersofSociety:

The patterns of learned behaviour and the results of behaviour are possessed not by one or a
few people but usually by a large proportion. Thus, many millions of persons share such

behaviour patterns as Christianity, the use of automobiles, or the English language.

Persons may share some part of a culture unequally. For example, as Americans do the
Christianreligion. TosomepersonsChristianityistheall-important,predominatingideainlife.

Toothersitislesspreoccupying/important,andtostillothersitisofmarginalsignificanceonly.

Sometimes the people share different aspects of culture. For example, among the Christians,
there are — Catholic and Protestant, liberal or conservation, as clergymen or as laymen. The
point to our discussion is not that culture or any part of it is shred identically, but that it is

shared by the members of society to a sufficient extent.

8. CultureisSuper-organic:
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Culture is sometimes called super organic. It implies that “culture” is somehow superior to
“nature”. The word super-organic is usefulwhen it implies that what maybe quite a different

phenomenon from a cultural point of view.

For example, a tree means different things to the botanist who studies it, the old woman who
usesit forshade inthe latesummerafternoon,thefarmerwho picksitsfruit,themotorist who
collides with it and the young lovers who carve their initials in its trunk. The same physical
objects and physicalcharacteristics, inother words, mayconstitutea varietyofquite different

cultural objects and cultural characteristics.

Cultural weaves the fabric of human existences, blending learned behaviours withshared

values and traditions.

1.5 Checkyourprogress:

5. Whatistherelationshipbetweensocietyand culture
6. Howdoescultureinfluence society

7. Whyissocietyconsidered abstract

1.6  SocialStructureandFunction

Socialstructure,insociology, thedistinctive, stablearrangement ofinstitutionswhereby human
beings inasocietyinteract and livetogether. Socialstructureisoftentreatedtogether withthe
concept of socialchange, which deals with the forces that change the social structure and the

organization of society.

Althoughit isgenerallyagreedthatthetermsocialstructurereferstoregularitiesinsociallife,
itsapplicationisinconsistent.Forexample,thetermissometimeswronglyappliedwhenother

concepts such as custom, tradition, role, or norm would be more accurate.

Studies of social structure attempt to explain such matters as integration and trends in

inequality.Inthestudyofthesephenomena,sociologistsanalyseorganizations,social
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categories(suchasage groups),orrates(suchasofcrime or birth). Thisapproach, sometimes called
formal sociology, does not refer directly to individual behaviour or interpersonal interaction.
Therefore, the studyofsocialstructure is not considered a behavioural science;at this level, the
analysis is too abstract. It is a step removed fromthe consideration of concrete human
behaviour, even thoughthe phenomena studied in social structure result fromhumans
responding to each other and to their environments. Those who study social structure do,
however, follow an empirical (observational) approach to research, methodology, and

epistemology.

Social structure is sometimes defined simply as patterned social relations—those regular and
repetitiveaspectsoftheinteractionsbetweenthemembersofagivensocialentity.Evenonthis
descriptive level, the concept is highlyabstract: it selects onlycertainelements fromongoing
socialactivities.The larger thesocialentityconsidered,the moreabstract theconcepttendsto
be.Forthisreason,thesocialstructureofasmallgroupisgenerallymorecloselyrelatedtothe daily
activities of its individual members than is the social structureofa larger society. In the study
of larger social groups, the problem of selection is acute: much depends on what is
includedascomponentsofthesocialstructure.Varioustheoriesofferdifferentsolutionstothis
problem of determining the primary characteristics of a social group.

Structureandsocialorganization

Thetermstructurehasbeenappliedtohumansocietiessincethe19thcentury.Beforethattime, its use

was more common in other fields such as construction or biology.

Karl Marx used construction as a metaphor when he spoke of “the economic structure of
society, the real basis on which is erected a legal and political superstructure and to which
definite forms of social consciousness correspond.” Thus, according to Marx, the basic
structureofsocietyiseconomic,ormaterial,andthisstructureinfluencestherestofsociallife, which

is defined as nonmaterial, spiritual, or ideological.

Thebiologicalconnotationsofthetermstructureareevident intheworkofBritishphilosopher
Herbert Spencer. He and other social theorists ofthe 19th and early 20th centuries conceived
ofsocietyas an organism comprising interdependent partsthat forma structure similar to the
anatomy of a living body. Although social scientists since Spencer and Marx have disagreed

ontheconceptofsocialstructure,theirdefinitionssharecommonelements. Inthemostgeneral
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way,socialstructureisidentifiedbythosefeaturesofasocialentity(asocietyoragroupwithin
asociety)thatpersistovertime,areinterrelated,andinfluenceboththefunctioningoftheentity as a

whole and the activities of its individual members.

The origin of contemporary sociological references to social structure can be traced to Emile
Durkheim, who argued that parts of society are interdependent and that this interdependency
imposesstructureonthebehaviourofinstitutionsandtheirmembers.Inotherwords,Durkheim

believed that individual human behaviour is shaped by external forces. Similarly, American
anthropologist George P. Murdock, in his book Social Structure (1949), examined kinship
systemsinpreliteratesocietiesandusedsocialstructureasataxonomicdevice forclassifying,

comparing, and correlating various aspects of kinship systems.

Several ideas are implicit in the notion of social structure. First, human beings form social
relations that are not arbitrary and coincidental but exhibit some regularity and continuity.
Second,sociallifeisnot chaoticandformlessbut is,infact,differentiatedintocertaingroups,
positions,andinstitutionsthatareinterdependentorfunctionallyinterrelated. Third,individual
choices are shaped and circumscribed by the social environment, because social groups,
althoughconstituted bythesocialactivitiesofindividuals, arenot adirect result ofthewishes
andintentionsoftheindividualmembers. Thenotionofsocialstructureimplies,inotherwords,
thathumanbeingsarenotcompletelyfreeandautonomousintheirchoicesandactionsbutare
insteadconstrainedbythesocialworldtheyinhabit andthesocialrelationstheyformwithone

another.

Within the broad framework ofthese and other general features ofhuman society, there is an
enormous Vvarietyofsocial forms between and within societies. Some social scientists use the
concept of social structure as a device for creating an order for the various aspects of social
life. In other studies, the concept is of greater theoretical importance; it is regarded as an
explanatory concept, a key to the understanding of human social life. Several theories have
beendeveloped to account for boththe similarities and the varieties. Inthese theories, certain
aspects of social life are regarded as basic and, therefore, central components of the social

structure. Some of the more prominent of these theories are reviewed here.
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Structuralfunctionalism

A.R. Radcliffe-Brown, a British social anthropologist, gave the concept of social structure a
central place in his approach and connected it to the concept of function. In his view, the
componentsofthesocialstructurehave indispensable functions foroneanother—thecontinued
existence of the one component is dependent on that of the others—and for the society as a
whole, which is seen as an integrated, organic entity. His comparative studies of preliterate
societies demonstrated that the interdependence of institutions regulated much of social and
individuallife.Radcliffe-Browndefinedsocialstructureempiricallyaspatterned,or“normal,”

social relations (those aspects of social activities that conform to accepted social rules or

norms). These rules bind society’s members to socially useful activities.

American sociologist Talcott Parsons elaborated on the work of Durkheim and Radcliffe-
Brownbyusing their insightsonsocialstructureto formulateatheorythat wasvalid for large and
complex societies. For Parsons, social structure was essentially normative—that is, consisting
of “institutional patterns of normative culture.” Put differently, social behaviour conformsto
norms, values, and rulesthat direct behaviour inspecific situations.These norms vary
according to the positions of the individual actors: they define different roles, such as various
occupational roles or the traditional roles of husband-father and wife-mother. Moreover, these
norms varyamong different spheres of life and lead to the creation of social institutions—for
example, property and marriage. Norms, roles, and institutions are all components of the

social structure on different levels of complexity.

Later sociologists criticized definitions of social structure by scholars such as Spencer and
Parsons because they believed the work (1) made improper use of analogy, (2) through its
associationwithfunctionalismdefendedthestatusquo,(3)wasnotoriouslyabstract,(4)could  not

explain conflict and change, and (5) lacked a methodology for empirical confirmation.
Structuralism

Another important theoretical approach to the concept of social structure is structuralism
(sometimes called French structuralism), which studies the underlying, unconscious
regularities of human expression—that is, the unobservable structures that have observable
effectsonbehaviour, society, and culture. Frenchanthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss derived
thistheoryfromstructurallinguistics, developed bytheSwiss linguist Ferdinandde Saussure.

AccordingtoSaussure,anylanguageisstructuredinthesensethatitselementsareinterrelated
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innonarbitrary,regular,rule-boundways;acompetentspeakerofthelanguagelargelyfollows
theseruleswithoutbeingawareofdoingso. Thetaskofthetheorist istodetectthisunderlying
structure, including the rules of transformation that connect the structure to the various

observed expressions.

According to Lévi-Strauss, this same method can be applied to social and cultural life in
general.Heconstructedtheoriesconcerningtheunderlyingstructureofkinshipsystems,myths, and
customs of cooking and eating. The structural method, in short, purports to detect the
common structure of widely different social and cultural forms. This structure does not
determineconcreteexpressions, however;the varietyofexpressions it generates ispotentially
unlimited. Moreover, the structures that generate the varieties of social and cultural forms

ultimately reflect, according to Lévi-Strauss, basic characteristics of the human mind.

Structures such as the human mind, grammar, and language are sometimes called “deep
structures” or “substructures.” Since such structures are not readily observable, they must be
discerned from intensive interpretive analysis of myths, language, or texts. Then they can be
applied to explain the customs or traits of social institutions. The French philosopher Michel
Foucault, for example, used this approach in his study of corporal punishment. His research
led himto conclude that theabolitionofcorporalpunishment byliberalstateswasanillusion,
because the statesubstitutedpunishment ofthe “soul” bymonitoring and controlling boththe

behaviour of prisoners and the behaviour of everyone in the society.

Socialorganization

The onslaught of criticism launched against structural functionalism, class theories, and
structuralismindicatestheproblematicnatureoftheconceptofsocialstructure.Yetthenotion of
social structure is not easy to dispense with, because it expresses ideas of continuity,
regularity, and interrelatedness in social life. Other termsare oftenused that have similar, but
notidentical,meanings,includingsocialnetwork,socialfiguration,andsocialsystem.Starting with
his work in general sociological theory in the mid-1970s, British sociologist Anthony
Giddens suggested the term structuration to express the view that social life is, to a certain

extent, both dynamic and ordered.

The critical difference between social structure theory and structuralism is one of approach.

Analysisofsocialstructureusesstandardempirical (observational)methodstoarriveat
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generalizations about society, while structuralism uses subjective, interpretive,
phenomenological, and qualitative analysis. Most sociologists prefer the social structure
approach and regard structuralism as philosophical—that is, more compatible with the
humanities than with the social sciences. Still, a significant number of sociologists insist that

structuralism occupies a legitimate place in their discipline.

1.7 Checkyourprogress:

8. Whatissocialstructureinsociology?

1.8 TypesofSocieties&Community

Sociologists classify societies into various categories depending on certain criteria. One such
criterion is the level of economic and technological development attained by countries.
Understanding and appreciating the diverse types of societies and communities enriches our
perspectiveonhumansocialorganizationandinteraction.Eachtypereflectsuniqueeconomic,
technological,andculturaldynamicsthat shapelifestylesand identities. Thus,thecountriesof the
world are classified as:

e FirstWorld(highlyindustriallyadvancedandeconomicallyrich)
e SecondWorld(industriallyadvancedbut not asmuchasthefirstcategory),and

e ThirdWorld(leastdeveloped,orintheprocessofdeveloping).

Another important criterion for classifying societies is on the basis of a major source of

economic organization which classifies society into the following types:
Pre-industrialorPre-modernSociety:

Huntingandgatheringsocieties: Thesimplesttypeofsocietythatisinexistencetodayandthat may be
regarded as the oldest is that whose economic organization is based on hunting and gathering.

This society depends on hunting and gathering for its survival.
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Pastoral and horticultural societies: Pastoral societies are those whose livelihood is based on
pasturingofanimals, suchascattle, camels, sheep, andgoats.Horticulturalsocietiesarethose
whoseeconomyisbasedoncultivatingplantsbytheuseofsimpletools,suchasdiggingsticks,  hoes,

axes, etc.

Agricultural or Agrarian societies: This society, which still is dominant in most parts of the

world,isbasedonlarge-scaleagriculture,whichlargelydependsonPlowsusinganimallabour.

IndustrialorModernorTechnologicalSociety

The Industrial Revolution which began in Great Britain during the 18th century gave rise to
the emergence of industrial society. Industrial society is one in which goods are produced by

machines powered by fuels instead of by animal and human energy.
Post-industrialSociety

Sociologists also have come up with a fifth emerging type of society called post-industrial
society. This is a society based on information, services, and high technology, rather than on
raw materialsand manufacturing.The highlyindustrialized whichhave now enteredthe post-

industrial level include the USA, Canada, Japan, and Western Europe.

DifferencesbetweenPre-industrialandIndustrialSociety

Pre-Industrial Industrial

Social structure is comparatively simple.
Simple division of labour, which is mostly
based on age and sex. E.g., such as men-
hunting and fishing and women raising
children or gathering food.

Social structure is complex. Complex division of
labour which is based on personal talents,
abilities, efficiency, experience and preferences
than age and sex.

Fewerstatusesandroles. Avastnumberofstatusesandrolesemerges.
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Social institutions other than family and
kinship, are either non-existent or in a
developing stage.

Socialinstitutionssuchasmarriage,familyand
Kinship, economy, polity, education, etc. are
much developed.

Social life occurs domination of primary
groups such as family, kinship groups, small
communities, etc. So, socialrelationshipsare
intimate and emotional.

Social life occurs in the context of secondary
groups and large anonymous urbancommunities.
So, social relationships are non-intimate,
impersonal, and with little or no emotional
involvement.

Statusesarenormallyascribed.

Many statuses are achieved. There is social
mobilitytomoveupanddownthestatusbasedon
personal talents, capacities, efficiencies, etc.

Homogeneouscultureisthewaysofthinking,
behaving, dressing, conversing, believing,
etc.Resembleamongthemembers.Unityand
uniformity in social life are largely visible.

Heterogeneous culture as there is a diversity and
pluralism of values, outlooks, opinions and
beliefs.

Therateofsocialchangeisusuallyveryslow as
people are normally not ready for sudden
change.

Therateofsocialchangeisusuallyveryslow as
people are normally not ready for the sudden
change.

Rapid social change becomes a normal state
ofattireaspeople’sidentitychangesprogress
towards a better life.

Social control i.e., the behaviour of the people
isregulated by informal means such as social
customs, traditions, folkways, and mores.

TheothertypesofSocietiesare:

Hunter-GathererSocieties

Hunter-gatherer societies were the normuntilabout 10,000-12,000 years ago. These societies

were based on kinship or tribes and theyrelied heavilyon the environment. Hunter-gatherers

hunted wild animals and gathered uncultivated plants for food. Since these societies were

dependent on the environment for their food, they often had to move to new areas. Hunter-

gatherer societies were, therefore, nomadic. They didn’t build permanent settlements.
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Theaveragesizeofahunter-gathererbandisonlyaround15to50people.Onlyafewhundred  hunter-
gatherer societies remain in existence today. These societies tend to be relatively democratic,
in the sense that decisions are generally reached through mutual agreement. Leadership is

often personal and restricted to special cases in tribal societies.

The chief of a tribe is the most influential person (Lenski, 1974, p. 146). Most members of a
giventribearerelatedbybirthormarriage. Theaverageamountoftimeamemberofahunter-
gatherersocietyspendseachdayisabout6.5hours,whichiswhysomepeopleconsiderhunter-

gatherer tribes the “original affluent societies”.
PastoralSocieties

Apastoralsocietyis a type ofpre-industrialsocietywhose wayof life is based onpastoralism (that
is, the domestication of animals). Since the food supplyof pastoralsocieties is far more
reliable,theytendtohavemuchlargerpopulationsthanahunter-gathererculturecouldsupport.

Pastoral societies, like hunter-gatherer societies, are typically nomadic: they do not build
permanent settlementssuchas villages.This isbecause pastoralists must constantlytake their

herds to new grazing lands.

Culturalartifactsofthesesocieties,therefore,consistofeasilytransportableitemssuchastents,

wovencarpets,jewellery,andsoon. Thefirstpastoralsocietiesappearedwhen,around10,000 years
ago, humans began taming and breeding animals to grow and cultivate their plants.
Pastoralsocieties found a moresustainable waytolive becausetheycould breed livestock for
food, clothing, and transportation.This allowed themto createa surplusofgoods.This isalso the
time when specialized occupations and systematic trading first emerged. Over time,
hereditary chieftainships emerged, which is the government structure typical of pastoral

societies.
HorticulturalSocieties

Aroundthesametimeaspastoralsocieties,thereemergedanothertypeofsociety:horticultural
society. It was based on the newly developed capacity to grow and cultivate plants.
Horticulturistsusehumanlabourandsimpleinstrumentstocultivatetheland.Whenapieceof  land

becomes barre, these societies move on to new plots.

They might returnto the originalplot years later and repeat the process. This type ofrotation
ofplotsoflandiswhatallowshorticulturalsocietiestostayinoneareaforafairlylongperiod.

That’swhytheycouldbuildpermanentvillages,incontrasttohunter-gathererandpastoral
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societies. Horticultural societies have specialized roles for different individuals. These roles

include craftspeople, shamans, and traders.

The existence ofa hierarchy, as inpastoralsocieties, creates inequalities inwealthand power
within horticultural political systems. Horticultural societies, because they relied on the
environment,usuallyformedaroundareaswhererainfallandotherconditionsallowedthemto grow

crops.
AgriculturalSocieties

Agricultural societies were those that relied on permanent tools for survival. They used
agriculturaltechnologicaladvances to cultivate cropsover a large piece of land. Lenskiwrites
thatthemainthingthatdifferentiatedagriculturalsocietiesfromhorticulturaloneswastheuse of the
plot.

Farmers learned how to rotate the types of crops they grew on their lands. They learned how
to use fertilizers. New and better tools for digging and harvesting appeared. Improved
technology led to an increase in the food supply, which in turn led to the formation of towns

that became canters of trade.

Agriculturalsocietieswereevenmoresociallystratifiedthanhorticulturalorpastoralones.For
example, the role of women became increasingly subordinate to that of men. Those who had
moreresourcesdevelopedintoaseparatenobleclass.Asystemofrulerswithhighsocialstatus  also

appeared.
IndustrialSocieties

Industrial societies used external energy sources, such as fossil fuels, to increase the rate and
scaleofproduction.Humanlabourgetsreplacedbymachinery,soworkerstendtoshifttowards

tertiary sector activities.

In eighteenth-century Europe, the Industrial Revolution made possible the replacement of
horses and human workers by machines. Steam power was far more efficient than human or
horse power, so societies became more and more reliant on machine power for producing
goods.This led to dramatic increases in efficiency, which, in turn, led to a greater surplus of
goods than ever seen before. The population rose to unprecedented heights (as explained by
the demographic transition model). Increased productivity made more goods available to

everyone.
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Textile mills replaced artisans, farmers started using mechanical speeders and threshing
machines,andproductssuchaspaperandglassbecamereadilyavailabletotheaveragecitizen.

Morepeoplehadaccesstoeducationandhealthcarethaneverbefore.Oneoftheconsequences of
increased productivity was the rise of urban centres. Workers preferred living close to
factories, and the service industry had to provide labour to the workers, so city populations

became larger and larger.

Thestudyofsocieties isthecentralpreoccupationofsociologists. Itis, therefore,unsurprising
thattheyconductalotofresearchontheclassificationofthedifferenttypesofsocieties. There are
many different ways to do this. In this article, we analysed and defined the six most
commonly cited types of societies. These are (1) hunter-gatherer societies, (2) pastoral
societies, (3) horticultural societies, (4) agricultural societies, (5) Industrial societies, and (6)

post-industrial societies.
Community

Communityisa setofdescriptionsofwhat is implied. It isessentiallya subjectiveexperience
whichdefiesobjective definition. It is felt and experienced rather than measured and defined.
People experience communities differently Boundaries of a community may be physical or
tangible, astheyconfigure on a map or as an administrative area. However, some boundaries
may be symbolic, in that they may exist in the minds of the beholders, and therefore people

feel a “sense of belonging” to the community.

Maclver and Page state that “a community is wherever the members of any group, small or
large, live together in such a way that they share, not this or that particular interest, but the

basic condition of common life, we call such a group community”.

Robert Bellahdefinescommunityas “agroupofpeoplewho are sociallyinterdependent, who
participate together in discussion and decision making, and who share certain practices that

both define the community and are nurtured by it.”
TypesofCommunity
Urban Community

Anurbancommunityislocatedinalargecityortownanditisusuallycharacterizedbya large

populationdensity(morethan2,500)withmoderninfrastructures,facilitatingdivers modes of
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transportingandtypicallyhigher  living  costs.Becauseofthehighpopulation,apartmentsand

homes in the urban area are usually near due to the non-availability of space.

Residents of the urban community and their goods are transported via various means that
include subways, trains, buses,taxesand some preferto walk.The average costofrent inthis

type of community is exorbitant, therefore, you should be prepared for that.

Sub-urbanCommunity

Otherwise known as a suburb, a suburban community is a residential area that exists at the
outskirtsofanurbancommunity.Suchacommunityisalow-densityareawiththecommuting

distance of a city.

Sometimesitcouldbedifficulttodistinguishbetweenurbanandsuburbancommunitiesdueto
thesimilaritiesthatexistbetweenthem.However,youshouldknowthatasuburbancommunity IS
different and one obvious difference is the compactness of the general environment.

Moreover,thecostofhousinghereisquitelow comparedtowhatit isinanurbancommunity.

RuralCommunity

The rural community is characterized by low population density with scanty homes
predominantlyfocused onagriculture, providing fresh foodsources.one another. Unlike the
urban and suburban communities that are dominated by industrial and commercial buildings,

the primary assignment of people living within the rural area is agriculture.

Agriculturalproduce,are,however,transportedfromheretothecities.Obviously,thesepeople
feedonfreshfooddirectlyfromthesourceandtendtolivelongerthanthoselivinginthecities. Housing

here is quite cheap and may cost you nothing.

1.9 Checkyourprogress:

9. Whatdefinesacommunity?

1.10 Sociallnstitutions:Marriage,FamilyandReligion
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Socialinstitutionsaretheorganizations in societythat influence howsocietyis structuredand
functions. They include family, media, education, and the government.Asocial institution is
an established practice, tradition, behaviour, or system of roles and relationships that is
considered a normative structure or arrangement within a society. Understanding the roles of
marriage, family, and religion in society reveals their significances in shaping individual

identify, community amidst social change.

H. E. Barnes— “Socialinstitutionsarethesocialstructure& machinerythroughwhich human
societyorganizes, directs &executes the multifarious activities required to societyfor human

need.”
Marriage

Marriageisoneoftheuniversalsocialinstitution’sfacilitiesstablerelationshipsforprocreation

andceremonialritesacrosscultures. Itisastablerelationshipinwhichamanandawomanare  socially
permitted to have children implying the right to sexualrelations. Marriage is closely
connected with the institution of family. In fact, family and marriage are complementary to

each other.

Accordingto H.T.Mazumdar, marriage is “asociallysanctionedunionofmale and femaleor as a
secondary institution devised by society to sanction the union and mating of male and female
for purposes of a) establishing a household) entering into sex relations c¢) procreating and d)

providing care for the offsprings”.

CharacteristicsofMarriage

e Marriage is found to be more or less a universal institution. All societies adopt some

form of rules for the union of male and female.

e Marriage is a union of man and woman. It indicates a long-lasting bond between the

husband and wife.

e Social approval is requiredforaman andwoman tobecomeahusbandandwifeto exercise

the functions.
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e Marriage gets its social recognition through some formofcivilor religious ceremony.
Theceremonyhasitsownrites,rituals,customs,formalitiesetc.thatmight differfrom
society to society.

e Marriage units the man and woman as husband and wife. It permits them to perform

certain rights, duties and support each other and their children.
FunctionsofMarriage

e Marriage isapowerfulinstrument inregulatingthesexlifeofman.It prohibitscertain types
ofsex relations also. For example, father and daughter, mother and son, brother and
sister etc. This kind of prohibition is called incest taboo.

e Marriage is a social approval / hall mark for getting involved in sexual relations of
procreation and thus leads to the establishment of the family.

e Marriagecreatesmutualunderstandingandcooperationbetweenthehusbandandwife as a
couple to perform the household tasks.

e Marriageprovideseconomiccooperation.

e Marriagecontributesforemotionaland intellectualsupport.

TypesofMarriage

Marriage is an institution of society which can have very different implications in different

culture. Based on the culture and nature of economic activities the marriage type varies.

Monogamyandpolygamyarethemainformsofmarriagefoundaroundtheworld.Monogamy refers
to one man marrying one woman at a time. Polygamy is the type in which a man or woman
has more thanone spouse.There aretwo main forms found inpolygamy.Theyare (i) Polygyny

and (ii) Polyandry.

Polygyny: Ifa man marries two or more wives at a time, it is knownaspolygyny.Polygyny is
oftwotypesnamelya) sororalpolygynyand b) non-sororalpolygyny. Insororalpolygynythe
wivesofthe manaresisters.Inthecaseofnonsororalpolygynythe manmarriesmanywomen who
are not sisters. The purpose for any kind of polygyny is scarcity of men in the group or

childlessness.
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Polyandry: Polyandryrefers to one woman entering into marital relationship with more than

one man at a given time. This formof marriage further exists in two categories:
a)Fraternalpolyandryand
(b)Non-fraternalpolyandry

Fraternalpolyandryisusedtorefertoawomanmarryingandbecomingthewifeofallbrothers.
Thechildrentheybegetaretreatedastheoffspringsoftheeldest brother.Whereasintheform of non-
fraternal polyandry one woman has many husbands with whom she cohabits in turns but it is
not necessarythat these husbands be brothers. The cause for polyandry is scarcityof women
populations or heavy bride price. Similarly, rules have been made in all societies to
regulatetheindividualstoselectamate. Therearetwotypesofmaritalregulationsfoundinall society.
They are (i) Endogamy and (ii) Exogamy.
Endogamy:Hoebeldefinedendogamyas‘“thesocialrulethatrequiresapersontomarrywithin
aculturallydefinedgroupofwhichheisamember. Itreferstothesystemofruleswhichrestrict
marriage within prescribed limits. In other words, the rule of endogamy makes marriage
compulsorywithinaparticular group.InHindu society, caste isanendogamousgroup.AHindu
canmarrysomeonewithinhisorherowncaste. Therearevariousendogamousgroupsofwhich
castegroupisthe most important.Besidecasteendogamy, villageendogamyis found insome

parts of Asia and America.

Exogamy: It is defined as the social rule that requires an individual to marry outside of a
culturally defined group of which he is a member. In Hindu society, the marriage between
members ofsame ,,gotra™ and lineage are prohibited. One must marryoutside his own family
andkinshipgroup. Itisbelievedthatthemembershavedescendedfromonecommonancestor and
they are consanguineal related. Almost all the tribes of India practice lineage and clan

exogamy.
Family

The familyisoneofthe most important socialinstitutions.Familyservesasthe fundamental unit
society, providing emotional, financial, and social support while transmitting cultural
normsandvaluesacrossgeneration. Itisconsidereda“buildingblock*“ofsocietybecauseit is the
primary unit through which socialization occurs. It is a social unit created by blood,

marriage,oradoption,andcanbedescribedasnuclear,consistingoftwoparentsandtheir
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children, or extended, encompassing other relatives. Although families differ widely around

the world, families across cultures share certain common concerns in their everyday lives.

According to Maclver, ‘Family is a group defined by sexual relationship, sufficientlyprecise

and enduring to provide for the procreation and upbringing of children.’

According to Burgess and Locke, ‘Family is a group of persons united by ties of marriage,
blood or adoption constitut-ing a single household interacting and inter-communicating with
each other in their respective social roles of husband and wife, father and mother, son and

daughter, brother and sister, creating a common culture.’
CharacteristicsofFamily:

e FamilyisaUniversalgroup.ltisfoundinsomeformortheother,inalltypesof societies
whether primitive or modern.

e A familyisbasedonmarriage,whichresultsinamatingrelationshipbetweentwo adults of
opposite sex.

e Everyfamilyprovidesanindividualwithaname,andhence,itisasourceof nomenclature.

e Familyisthe groupthroughwhichdescentorancestrycanbetraced.

e Familyisthemostimportantgroupinanyindividual’slife.

e Familyisthemostbasicandimportantgroupinprimarysocializationofan individual.

e Afamilyisgenerallylimited insize,evenlarge,jointandextendedfamilies.

e The family is the most important group in society; it is the nucleus ofall institutions,
organizations and groups.

e Familyisbasedonemotionsandsentiments.Mating,procreation,maternalandfraternal
devotion, love and affection are the basis of family ties.

e The familyisaunitofemotionalandeconomic cooperation.

e Eachmemberoffamilysharesdutiesandresponsibilities.

e Everyfamilyismadeupofhusbandandwife,and/oroneormorechildren,bothnatural and
adopted.

e Each family is made up of different social roles, like those of husband, wife, mother,

father, children, brothers or sisters.
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TypesorFormsofFamily:

Types of Family

;
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Based Based Based Based on Based on Based Based on
on on on ancestry nature on size or
birth marriage residence or descent  of relation authority structure
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* Family of « Monogamous * Matrilocal « Matrilineal * Conjugal * Matriarchal * Nuclear
orientation = Polygynous « Patrilocal « Patrilineal « Consanguine « Patriarchal  * Joint

* Family of « Polyandrous « Changing « Extended
procreation

Figure 1 Types of Family
Adescriptionoftheaboveclassificationoftypesorformsoffamilyisexplainedhere:
1. Based onBirth:
FamilyofOrientation: Thefamilyinwhichanindividualisbornishisfamilyoforientation.

Family of Procreation: Thefamily whereanindividual sets up afterhis/hermarriageis

his/her family of procreation.

The familyoforientationand procreation may live together under the same roof, but can still
be distinguished.

2. Based onMarriage:

Monogamous Family: This family consists of one husband and wife, including children
and is based on monogamous marriages.

Polygynous Family:Afamily consisting ofone husband, and more than one wife, and all
the children born to all the wives or adopted by each of them. This type of family has its
basis in the polygynous form of marriage.
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Polyandrous Family:A family made up of one wife and more than one husband, and the
children,eitherbornoradoptedwitheachoneofthem. Thisfamilyisbasedonpoly-androus

marriage.
3. Based onResidence:

Family of Matrilocal Residence: When a couple stays in the wife’s house, the family is

known as family of matrilocal residence.

FamilyofPatrilocal Residence: When a familystays in the house of husband, the fam-ily is

known as family of patrilocal residence.

FamilyofChangingResidence: Whenafamilystaysinthehusband’shouseforsometime,  and
moves to wife’s house, stays there for a period of time, and then moves back to
husband’sparents,orstartslivingin anotherplace,thefamily iscalledafamily of chang-ing

residence.
4. BasedonAncestryorDescent:

MatrilinealFamily:Whenancestryordescent istracedthroughthefemale line,orthrough the

mother’s side, the family is called matrilineal family.

PatrilinealFamily: Afamilyinwhichtheauthorityiscarrieddownthemaleline,and descent is

traced through the male line or the father’s side, is called a patrilineal family.
5. Based onAuthority:

Matriarchal Family: Matriarchal families are generally found in matrilineal societies. In
thesefamilies,awomanistheheadofthefamily,andauthorityisvestedinher.Succession of

property is through the female line, i.e., only daughters inherit the property.

After marriage, the husband resides in the wife’s house and descent is traced throughthe
mother’s side. Here, children are brought up in mother’s house. Thus, in matriarchal
societies, the matrilocal system exists. Matriarchal families are found only in matrilineal
societies, which are very limited in number all over the world. They are found in parts of
LatinAmerica, Ceylon, parts ofAfrica and India (the Khasis and the Garos).

PatriarchalFamily:Patriarchalfamiliesarecommonlyfoundinallpartsoftheworld,since  most
societies inthe world are patrilinealsocieties. Inpatriarchalfamilies, the head ofthe

familyisamale,andauthorityisvestedinhim.Descentandpropertyispassedthroughthe
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male line and children are brought up in father’s house. Such families are patrilocal in

nature.

6. BasedontheNatureofRelations:

Conjugal Family:The conjugalfamily is madeup ofadultsamong whomthere isasexual
relationship. It refers to a family system of spouses and their dependent children. The
emphasisisplacedonthemaritalrelationshipthatexistsbetweenspouses.Inmoderntimes,  the
term ‘conjugal family’ is being used for partners, who have a long- term sexual

relationship, but are not actually married.

ConsanguineFamily:Aconsanguine familyis madeupofmembersamongwhoma blood
relationexists,orthosewhoareconsanguinealkin,i.e.,afamilyconsistingofparent(s)and

children, or siblings (brothers, sisters, or brothers and sisters).
7. Basedonstateorstructure:

Nuclear Family: A nuclear family is a small group consisting of a husband, a wife and
children, natural or adopted. It is more or less an autonomous unit that is not under the
controlofadults or elders ofthe family. It consists oftwo generations only. Inall modern
societies,nuclearfamilyisthemost commontypeoffamily.Infact,nuclearfamilyisboth  the
consequence as well as the cause of the disintegration of joint family.

Joint Family: A joint family consists of three generation, living together under the same
roof,sharingthesamekitchenandpurseoreconomicexpenses. Itisafamilyconsistingof
threenuclearfamilieslivingtogether.AccordingtolravatiKarve,ajointfamilyis‘agroup
ofpeople,whogenerallyliveunderthesameroof,whoeatfoodcookedatonehearth,who hold
propertyincommon, and who participate incommon familyworship and are related to each

other as some particular type of kindred’.
Religion

Religiondescribesthebeliefs,  values, andpracticesrelatedtosacredorspiritualconcerns.
Social theorist Emile Durkheim defined religion as a “unified system of beliefs and
practices relative to sacred things” (1915). Max Weber believed religion could be a force
for social change. Karl Marx viewed religion as a tool used by capitalist societies to

perpetuateinequality.Religionisasocialinstitutionbecauseitincludesbeliefsand
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practicesthatservetheneedsofsociety.Religionisalsoanexampleofaculturaluniversal because
it is found in allsocieties in one formor another. Functionalism, conflict theory, and

interactionism all provide valuable ways for sociologists to understand religion.

In viewing religion as a social institution, sociologists have also evaluated its impact on
individuals and society as a whole. As an institution, religion is characterized by its
universality, its rituals, its sacredness and its persistence. Religion can be viewed from
individual and societal points of view both. The functions of social cohesion and social
controlareorientedtowardsthelargersocietywhileprovidingemotionalandsocialsupport and
other psychological explanations are more oriented towards the individual.

Althoughreligion,likeallotherinstitutions,haschanged, it continuestobeapotent force, rather
with more vigour in our lives throughout the modern neo-liberal risky world. The
assertion that ‘God is dead’is not true for a large part of world’s population. Despite the
incredible growth in the importance of science and empiricism since 19th century, which
has caused many people to regard religion as a superstition, an irrational belief and
religiouslyandspiri-tualityamongpeople isincreasing insomeortheotherway.At many times,

religion persists in the face of scientific evidence.

Even,themenwhocallthemselvesasscientistsarenotfullydevoidofreligiousbeliefsand

theytakepart inmanyreligiousrituals inthe home aswellasat workplace.Weoftenhear a
doctor saying that he or she will do his/her best to save the life of the patient but it is
ultimatelyHe(God)who saves.Thisprovesthat religionhasalways beenpresent and has also

been a prominent institution.

In traditional societies the religious and non-religious spheres of life are not sharply
differentiated. But, in modern industrial societies, religion and society are not the same.
Theemergenceofdifferentmodesoflifeexperienceleadstodifferentmeaningsaboutlife,

producingareligiousdifferentiation.Religionmaystillprovidecohesion,butnowonlyfor  sub-

groups of society.

1.11 Checkyourprogress:
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10. Whatarethecharacteristicsofanuclearfamily?

1.12 SocialStratification

Social stratification refers to a society’s categorization of its people into rankings based on
factors such as wealth, income, education, family background, and power. Someone’s place
within a system of social stratification is called their socioeconomic status. Understanding
social stratification helps analyse societal inequalities and the impact of historical systems on

modern social structures, fostering discussions on justice and equality.

Socialstratification is a relatively fixed, hierarchicalarrangement in societybywhich groups
have different accessto resources, power, and perceived social worth.Although manypeople
and institutions inWesternSocieties indicatethattheyvalueequality—thebeliefthat everyone
hasanequalchanceatsuccessandthathardworkandtalent—notinheritedwealth, prejudicial
treatment,racism,orsocietalvalues—determinesocialmobility,sociologistsrecognizesocial

stratification as a society-wide system that makes inequalities apparent.

While there are inequalities between individuals, sociologists’ interest themselves in large
socialpatterns.That istosay,sociologistslooktoseeifthosewithsimilarbackgrounds,group
memberships, identities, and geographic locations share the same social stratification.While
someculturesmayoutwardlysaythatone’sclimbanddescentinsocioeconomicstatusdepends ~ on
individual choices, sociologists see how the structure of society affects a person’s social

standing and therefore is created and supported by society.

OriginsSocialStratification
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Human social stratification has taken on many forms throughout the course of history. In
foraging societies, for example, social status usually depended on hunting and leadership

ability, particularly in males.

Those who brought back meat for meals were held in higher status than those who rarely
succeededathunting.Meanwhile,inpartsoftheworldwhereagriculturehasreplacedhunting  and
gathering, Anne’s land holdings often form the basis for social stratification. These holdings

tend to be transmitted throughout generations.

This intergenerational transfer of wealth gave rise to what is known as estates, which were
dominant in medieval Europe (Ertman, 1997).The rise of agriculture also brought the
emergenceofcities,eachwithitsownformsofstratification,nowcentredonone’soccupation.
Astheskillsneededforacquiringcertainoccupationalskillsgrew,sodidtheintergenerational
transmission of status according to one’s occupational class. One example of stratification
according to occupational classes are guilds (Gibert, 1986). More rigid occupational classes
are called castes, which exist both in and outside India.

TypesOfStratification

Slavery

Slavery and indentured servitude are likely the rightest types of social stratification. Both of
these involve people being treated as actualpropertyand are often based on race or ethnicity.
Involves treating people as property, historically based on race or ethnicity, with little to no

personal wealth or power.

Slavery is one of the lowest levels in any stratification system, as they possess virtually no
power or wealth of their own. Slavery is thought to have begun 10,000 years ago, after
agricultural societies developed, as people in these societies made prisoners of war work on
their farm. As in other social stratification systems, the status of ones parents often defines
whetherornot someonewillbeput intoslavery. However,onahistoriclevel,slaveryhasalso been
used as a punishment for crimes and as a way of controlling those in invaded or enemy

territories. For example, ancient Roman slaves were in large part fromconquered regions

SlaveryregaineditspropertyaftertheEuropeancolonizationoftheWesternHemisphereinthe
1500s. Portuguese and Spanish colonists who settled in Brazil and the Caribbean enslaved

nativepopulations,andpeoplefromAfricawereshippedtothe“newworld’tocarryout
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varioustasks. Notably, theUnited Statesearlyagriculturaleconomywasone intertwinedwith
slavery, a fact that would help lead the CivilWar after it won its independence from Britain.

Slavery still exists in many parts of the world.

Modern slaves include those taken as prisoners of war in ethnic conflicts, girls and women
capturedand kidnapped and used as prostitutesorsexslaves, childrensold bytheir parentsto
bechildlabourers,andworkerspayingoffdebtswhoareabused,oreventortured,totheextent
thattheyareunabletoleave.Eveninsocietiesthathaveofficiallyoutlawedslavery,thepractice
continuesto havewide-rangingrepercussionsonsocioeconomic standing.Forexample, some
observersbelieve that a caste systemexisted inthe southernpart ofthe United Statesuntilthe
civilrights movement ended legalracialsegregation. Rights, suchastherightto voteandto a fair

trial, were denied in practice, and lynchings were common for manydecades.
CasteSystems

Castesystemsareclosedstratificationsystems,meaningthatpeoplecandoverylittletochange  the
socialstanding oftheir birth.Closed systems where socialstanding is determined by birth and
dictates all aspects of life, prevalent in societies like India. Caste systems determine all
aspectsofanindividual’slife,suchasappropriateoccupations,marriagepartners,andhousing.

Those who defythe expectations oftheir caste maydescend to alower one. Individualtalents
and interests do not provide opportunities to improve one’s social standing. The Indian caste

system is based on the principles of Hinduism.
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Brahmins
Priests, Academics

Kshatriyas

Warriors, Administrators, Rulers

Vaishyas

Artisans, Merchants, Tradesmen, Farmers

Shudras

Commoners, Peasants, Servants

Dalits (Untouchables)

Street Sweepers, Latrine Cleaners

Those who are in higher castes are considered to be more spirituallypure, and those in lower
castes — most notably, the “untouchable” — are said to be paying remuneration for
misbehaviour in past lives. In sociological terms, the belief used to support a system of

stratification is called an ideology, and underlies the social systems of every culture.

In caste systems, people are expected to work in an occupation and to enter into a marriage
based on their caste.Accepting this social standing is a moral duty, and acceptance of one’s

social standing is socialized from childhood.

TheClassSystem

Class systems are based onbothsocialfactors and individualachievement. Classes consist of
sets of people who have similar status based on factors such as wealth, income, education,

family background, and occupation.

Classsystems, unlike caste systems, areopen.This meansthat people can move to a different
levelofeducation or employment statusthan their parents.Acombination ofpersonalchoice,
opportunity,andone’sbeginningstatusinsocietyeachplaya role.Those inclasssystemscan
socializewithand marrymembersofother classes. Inacasewherespousescome fromdifferent

socialclasses, theyformanexogamous marriage. Often, theseexogamous marriages focuson
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values such as love and compatibility. Though there are social conformities that encourage
peopleto marrythosewithintheirownclass,peoplearenot prohibited fromchoosingpartners based

solely on social ranking.

1.13 Checkyourprogress:

11. Whatissocialstratification?

1.14 LETSUMUP:

Inthisunit,wehaveexploredthefoundationalconceptsofsociology,theintricaterelationship
betweensocietyandculture,andthevarioussocialstructuresandinstitutionsthatshapehuman
interactions.Wehavealsoexamineddifferent typesofsocietiesandthephenomenonofsocial
stratification. Understanding these elements is essential for analysing and appreciating the

complexities of social life.

1.15 Answerto Questions:

1. Sociologyisthe scientific studyofsociety, social behaviour, and social institutions. It
examines how individuals and groups interact, how societies are structured, and how
they change over time.

2. Auguste Comte is often considered the father of sociology. He coined the term
"sociology" and emphasized the need for a scientific approach to studysociety.

3. Max Weber emphasized the importance of understanding social actions and their
subjective meanings. He also focused on the role of bureaucracy, rationalization, and

the impact of religion on society.
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10.

11.

The scope of sociology includes studying various aspects of social life such as social
interactions,socialinstitutions(likefamily,education,andgovernment),socialchange,

inequality, deviance, and culture.

Societyand culture are closelyintertwined. Societyprovidesthe context withinwhich
culturedevelopsand istransmitted. Culture,inturn, shapesthenorms, values, beliefs, and
behaviours that define a society.

Culture influences society by shaping people's behaviours, values, norms, and
institutions. It provides a framework for social interaction and contributes to the

cohesion and identity of a society.

Society is considered abstract because it is not a physical entity but rather a complex
network of relationships, norms, and institutions that exist among individuals and

groups.

Social structure refers to the patterned social arrangements that organize society,

including institutions, socialroles, hierarchies, and normsthat guide human behavior.

A community is defined by a group of people who share common characteristics,

interests, or identities and interact within a specific geographic area or social unit.

Smallsize,consistingtypicallyofparentsandtheirchildren.

e Corefamilyunitwithout extendedrelativeslivingtogether.

e Emphasisonautonomyandindependence.

e Strongbondsandcloserelationshipsamong familymembers.

e Flexibilityinadaptingtochangingcircumstances.

Social stratification refers to the hierarchical arrangement of individuals or groups
within a society based on various factors such as wealth, power, social status, and
privilege.ltdividespeopleintodifferentlayersorstrata,influencingtheiropportunities and

life chances.
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1.16 ModelQuestions:

1
2
3.
4

o

Definesociologyandexplainits scope?
Discusstherelationshipbetweensocietyandculture?

Howdoessociologycontribute toourunderstandingofsocialchange?
Howdoesculturecontributetotheresilienceandadaptationofsocietiesacrossdifferent
environments?

Compareandcontrasturban,suburban, andruralcommunities?

Explain theconceptandscope of sociology.Howdoessociology differfrom other social
sciences?

Discusstherelationshipbetweensocietyandculture.Howdo culturalnormsinfluence
social behaviour?

Analyse the structure and function of social institutionsin maintaining social
order.Provide examples.
Compareandcontrastthedifferenttypesofsocieties.Howdoeconomicactivitiesshape

social organization?

10. Examine the role ofsocialinstitutions like marriage, family, and religion insocialization.

How do they contribute to social stability?

11. Discuss the concept ofdeviance froma sociologicalperspective. How do societies define

and respond to deviant behaviour, and what are the implications ofthese responses for social

order and control?

12. Analysetherelationshipbetweenurbanizationand socialchange. Howhavethegrowthof cities

and the migration of populations to urban areas influenced social structures, cultural

practices, and social problems?

1.17 AssignmentQuestion:
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1. Describe the role of social institutions like marriage, family, and religion in shaping
society.

2. Chooseoneofthereferencedauthorsanddiscusstheircontributiontothefieldof sociology.
Examinetheroleofeducationasasocialinstitutioninmaintainingsocialorder.

4. Discusstheimpactoftechnologicaladvancementsonsocietaldevelopmentandstructure.

1.18 FURTHERREADING:

Haralambos,M.,andHolborn,M.PublishingYear:2008Sociology: ThemesandPerspectives™

PublisherName:OxfordUniversityPressY MCALibraryBuilding,JaiSinghRoad,New
Delhi - 110001

ShankarRaoBookName* SociologyofindianSociety*'PublishingYear:2006

S.Chand&CompanyLtd.7361,RamNagar,NewDelhi - 110055
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: ML.N. Srinivas Book Name: ""Social Change in Modern India” Publishing Year: 1966

Publisher Name: Orient BlackSwan
BookName: "' IndianSociety: ThemesandSocial Issues'*
NadeemHasnain,PublishingYear:2010,Publisher:RawatPublications

Bibliography:Thisbookprovidesinsightsintosociologyconcepts,socialstructure,types

ofsocieties,socialinstitutionslikemarriage,family,andreligion,andsocialstratification  in

the Indian context.
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Unit-I1:SocialDynamics&ContemporarySocialConcerns

UnitStructure:

2.1 LearningObjectives
2.2 Socialization

2.3 Checkyourprogress
2.4 SocialControl

2.5 Checkyourprogress
2.6 SocialChange

2.7 Checkyourprogress
2.8 SocialMovement
2.9 Checkyourprogress

2.10 Deviance
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2.11 Checkyourprogress
2.12  Suicide

2.13  Checkyourprogress
2.14  Casteism

2.15 Checkyourprogress
2.16 Communalism

2.17 Checkyourprogress
2.18 Letsumup

2.19 AnswertoQuestion
2.20 Model Question

2.21  AssignmentQuestion
2.22  FurtherReading

2.1 LearningObjectives

ThelearningobjectivesofUnitllareasfollows:

Tolearnaboutvarioussocialdynamics

Tolearnabout contemporarysocialproblemsandconcerns

2.2

Socialization
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Socialisationisanimportant  processthoughwhichindividualslearnand internalizethe value,
beliefs, and norms of their society, allowing them to function as members of that society.
Different societies have different ways and methods to train their new born members so that
theyare able to develop their own personalities. This training of and building the personality
ofthechildiscalledsocialisation.Socialisationisaprocessoflearningrules,habitsandvalues of a
group to which a person belongs whether it is family, friends, colleagues or any other group. It
istheprocessbywhichachild slowly becomesawareofher/himselfasa member of a group and
gains knowledge about the culture of the family and also the society into which she/he is

born.
SomeDefinitionsofSocialisation

i) Anthony Giddens: “Socialisation refers to the process which transforms a quite
helplesshumaninfantintoaself-aware,knowledgeablepersonwhoisskilledinthe ways
of their society’s culture” (2014:263-64).

i) Peter Worsley:” By this is meant, simply, the transmission of culture, the process
whereby men learn the rules and practices of social groups. Socialisation is an
aspect of all activity within all human societies” (1972:153).

iii) Tony Bilton: “The process by which we acquire the culture of the society into
whichweare born-the processbywhichweacquire oursocialcharacteristicsand learn
the ways ofthought and behaviour considered appropriate in our society - is called

socialisation”
TypesofSocialization

Socialisation is a process that continues throughout life from birth till adulthood. However,
there are different phases in which the process takes place. These phases are usually spread

across different age groups and have been categorised as the different types ofsocialisations.

PrimarySocialisation

Primary socialisation is the most important feature in the process of socialisation. It happens
during infancy and childhood.Primary socialisation occurs within the family during early
childhood,wherechildrenlearnbasicbehaviours,language,andculturalnorms. Theprimary
stagebasicallytakesshapeduringinfancyandchildhoodwherebasicknowledgeandlanguage
orbehaviouristaught. Thisphaseofsocialisationusuallytakesplacewithinthefamily.During

thisphaseinfantslearnlanguageandcertainbasicbehaviourformsofthefamilyandthesociety
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inwhichshe/he lives. Itisthroughprimarysocialisationthatthefoundations for later learning
arelaid. AsFrontstages, “Primarysocialisationreferstotheinternalizationofthefundamental
cultureandideasofasociety;itshapesthenorms,valuesandbeliefsofthechildatatimewhen it
haslittleunderstandingoftheworldanditsdifferent phenomena,andthebasicsocialisation agent

moulding the child is the family”
SecondarySocialisation

SecondarySocialisationoccurs once the infant passes into the childhood phase and continues
into maturity. Secondary socialisation happens during later childhood and adolescence, with
schools, peer groups,and media playing crucialroles. During thisphase morethanthe family
some other agents of socialisation like the school and friends’group begin to play a role in
socialising the child. Different kinds of social interaction through these different agents of
socialisationhelpthechildtolearnthemoralstandards,customsandprinciplesoftheirsociety ~ and

culture.

Whenthechildreceivestrainingininstitutionalorformalsettingssuchastheschool,secondary

socialisation takes shape. This level runs parallel to primary socialisation. But, unlike the
family settings, children in schools are trained to conform to authority. Frgnes argues that,
secondary socialisation is usually carried out by institutions and people in specific roles and
positions. Further, it involvesthe “acquisitionofknowledge and conscious learning, and thus
opens for critical reflection, while primary socialisation points to the transmission of

naturalised cultural patterns”
GenderSocialisation

Gendersocialisationcanbeunderstoodastheprocessbywhichdifferentagentsofsocialisation
shapethethoughtsofchildrenandmakethemlearndifferentgenderroles.Gendersocialisation
shapes the expectations and behaviours associatedwithbeing male, female, orathird gender,
basedonsocietalnormsandroles. AccordingtotheWorldHealthOrganisation,Gender“refers to the
socially constructed characteristics of women and men — such as norms, roles and
relationships of and between groups of women and men.” Gender role refers to “social roles

assigned to each sex and labelled as masculine or feminine” (Giddens, 2014: §2).

Muchbeforechildrenbegintoknowthemselvesasamaleorafemale,theyreceiveaseriesof clues
from adults in their family and society because male and female adults have different

waysofmanaginginfants.Infantslearnquitealotfromvisualandsymbolicindicators.
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Differences inthe manner ofdressing, hairstyle, different cosmetic productsused bymenand
women,providechildrenwithindicatorsofvariationbetweenthemaleandfemale.Withintwo years
of age children begin to vaguely understand what gender is. Apart from adults around them
children receive a lot of clues about gender roles and differences from television

programmes, toys they play with as well from their colouring and picture books.

For example, ababygirl is verycommonly seenplaying withdollsand/or akitchenset while a
boywould be found playing withtoycars and/ortoyguns. However, todaythe definitionof
genderisnolongerfixedwithinthebinaryofmaleandfemalebecausethereisathirdcategory ~ which
isoftenreferred to asthethird gender.Thetermthird gender is assigned to apersonby the
societyor bythe personher/himself whenone does not want be recognised as a male or a
female. In some societies where three or more genders are recognised, we can find the use of
the term third gender. This is usually associated with the gender role that a person performs
and in some societies the gender roles are not very strictly defined. The term third gender is
often used to describe hijras in the context of India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. More recently
thetermthird gender isalso associated withthetermQueer whereinanyperson not willing to be
strictly identified as male or female may be categorised as a Queer person (Towle and
Morgan, 2002).

AnticipatorySocialisation:

Anticipatorysocialisationinvolvespreparingforfuturerolesandresponsibilities,oftenthrough
learningand  imitation.  Re-socialisationoccurswhenanindividualadoptsnewbehavioursand

norms, often due to significant life changes or institutional environments.

ThetermanticipatorysocialisationwasintroducedbythesociologistRobertK.Merton(1957).

Itisaprocessbywhichsomeoneisconsciouslysocialisedforfutureoccupations,positionsand social
relationships. Through anticipatory socialisation people are socialised into groups to
whichtheywishtoorhavetojoinsothatentryintothegroupdoesnotseemto  beverydifficult. Some
people suggest that parents are the primary source of anticipatory socialisation when it
comestosocialisingtheirchildrenforfuturecareersorsocialroles.Forexample,achildmade to leave

home to stay in a boarding school with the anticipation of better socialisation.
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Re-socialisation

Re-socialisation refers to the process of leaving certain behaviour patterns and roles in order
to adopt new ones as part of one’s evolution in life. Resocialisation occurs when there is a
major transformationinthesocialroleofaperson.  Itoccursthroughoutlifewhere individuals
experience radical breakthroughs from their past experiences and learn new manners and
values which are starkly different from what they had learnt previously. Sociologist Erving
Goffman analysed resocialization in mental asylum. According to him a mental asylum is a
total institution in which almost every aspect of the resident’s life was controlled by the
institution in order to serve the goals of the institution. For example, the institution demands
that every inmate obeys the rules and regulations even if it is not very useful for the person
(Fergusan,2002;Kennedyetal,1973).Anothercommonexampleisthatofagirlwhoisabout to get
married is often re-socialised by suggestions and advice from her parents on different matters

so that after marriage it is easier for her to adjust in her husband’s home with her in- laws.
AdultSocialisation

Adult socialisation takes place in adulthood when individuals adapt to new roles such as that
of a husband, a wife or an employee. Adult socialisation is an ongoing process where
individuals adapt to new roles and societalexpectations throughout their lives. This is related
to their needs and wants. People continue to learn values and behaviour patterns throughout
life. Socialisationdoes not have any fixed time period. It begins at birthand continues tillold
age. In traditional societies the older people had a significant influence in important matters
relatedtothefamily.Bothmaleand femaleadultshadexertedtheir influence withincrease in age
(Mortimer and Simmons, 1978). In modern times we can find this elderly influence
decreasinginsomefamilies.However,thatisnottosaythatolderpeoplehavecompletelylost  their
authority in the modern-day families. Even today their opinions are sought for certain
important matters. Like the younger generation continues to be socialised by their adults
similarlytheoldergenerationalsogetssocialisedbytheiryoungergenerationthroughdifferent

experiences.Apartfromthefamilyadult —socialisationcontinuestotakeplacethroughother agents
ofsocialisation. For example, one’s workplace, social groups, senior citizens’forums, clubs

for recreation and some religious institutions also.
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2.3 Checkyourprogress:

1. Whatissocialisation?

2. Whatisprimarysocialisation?

3. Name twoagentsofsecondarysocialisation?
4. Whatisanticipatorysocialisation?

2.4  SocialControl

Thetermsocialcontrolisusedinmanyways. Tocompeltheindividualstoconformtosocietal
normsandstandardsisgenerallythoughttobethebe-allandend-allofsocialcontrol.However, it is a
narrow meaning of social control. In broader sense, social control encompasses the regulation

of entire social order aiming to achieve social ideals and objectives.

Social control has been defined as “the way in which the entire social order adheres and
maintains itself- how it operates as a changing equilibrium™ (Maclver & Page) , "the patterns
ofpressurewhichasocietyexertstomaintainorderandestablishrules"(OgburnandNimcoff),
theprocessbywhichsocialorderis(i)established,and(ii)maintained™(Landis), "acollective.
termforthoseprocesses,plannedorunplanned,bywhichindividualsaretaught,persuaded,or
compelled to conform to the usages and life values of groups”(Roucek). Thus, social control
may be defined as any social or cultural means by which systematic and relatively consistent
restraints are imposed upon individual behaviour and by which human beings are persuaded
and motivated to behave in accordance with the traditions, patterns and value framework

thought necessary for the smooth functioning of a group or society.

e Socialcontroloperatesatthreelevels:

e groupovergroup-whenonegroupdeterminesthe behaviourofthe othergroup;

e groupoveritsmembers.whenthegroupcontrolstheconduct ofitsownmembers,

e Windividualsover their fellows- whenthe individualinfluence the responsesofother

individuals.
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AGENCIESOFSOCIALCONTROL

Agencies are the instruments by which social control is exercised. Agency refers to those
groups,organisationsandauthoritiesthatareresponsibleforimplementingsocialcontrolinan
effective manner.They have the ultimate sayasto what isto be implemented and what isnot to
be implemented.Agencies use both the means- formal as well as informal. Agencies have
powertorewardorpunishtheindividuals.Family,educationalinstitutionsandthestatearethe

agencies of social control. Abrief discussion of these is attempted below:
1) Family

Family is the most fundamental agency of the social control. Family refers to the smallest
socialgroupingwhosemembersareunitedbybondsofkinship.Familyconsistsoftwomature adults
ofopposite sex who live together in a union (marriage) accepted bythe society, along with
their unmarried children. It may also be defined as a social group characterised by common
dwelling, economic cooperation and reproduction. Family is universal in the sense that there

has never been a society in which Family in one formorthe other has not existed.

Familydischargesthe  important  functionalofinstitutionalizationofmatingwithitsattendant
controloversexualoutlet,cooperativedivisionoflabourbetweenmaleand female,nurturing
oftheyounginanatmosphereofintimacyandinculcationofsomebasicvaluesinthecoming

generation. Itistheprimaryinstitutionofsocialization. Thepersonisborninafamilyandalso dies in

a family.

Familydoes not onlyplay an important role during an individual's lifetime but also plays its
role before the person is born and after the death of the person. Parents in the family control
the behaviour oftheir children by making themlearnwhat isright and wrong.Theytellthem
which behaviour of theirs is desirable and which is undesirable. Family also inculcates the

social values in the child. At various stages of life, family comes to the rescue of a person.

Familyas a primarygroup moulds the behaviour ofthe children as the parents arethe first to
influence the child's behaviour and development.Appreciating the members for doing good
and condemning their ill deeds family teaches a lot of lessons to them. High values of
selflessness, sacrifice, tolerance, mutual coexistence, kindness, honesty and hard work are
internalized in the personality of children by the family. Children are brought up under the

supervisionoftheparents‘guardianswhoareveryaffectionatetothem.Bymakingmany
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typesofbondscompulsoryto itsmembers familycontrolsthehumanbeingsanddirectsthem to, be

socially productive.
2) Education

Educational institutions are another important agency of social control. Transmission of
knowledge by either formal or informal methods is the function of education. Although
education is usually thought of in terms of formal schooling, effective training for the
individual's role as bothofa group member and independent person is a continuous process.
Theprimaryfunctionoftheprocessofeducationisto  passontheknowledge fromgeneration to

generational process thought necessary for the development of culture.

Inallperiods ofhumansociety, a stimulus to creative thinking and action, whichaccounts in
part for culture change, has been inherent. Education develops individual's personality and
makeshim/herlearnbehaviourpatterns.Further,itequipsanindividualtodistinguishbetween  just
and unjust, right and wrong. Man is what he is only because of his socialization and
education. Educational institutions playan important role in children's development. Howto
interact with their fellow beings, how to present oneself before one's seniors, how to regard
family members, teachers and other persons in society, how to develop health, traditional
practices and habits, how to make adjustment with others in life, are all learnt through

education by the persons.

Educationalsodevelopslpowerofself-control. Ittransformshumanbeingsintoidealcitizens by
acquainting them with the social facts. It rationalizes the human behaviour and increases
theanalyticalcapacityofhumans.ltempowerspeopletofacethehardshipsoflife.Innutshell,

thehumanqualitiesandtraitsaredevelopedbyeducation. Thus,educationplaysanimportant role in

controlling human behaviour throughout the life of the individuals.
3) State

State is one of the secondary agencies of social control. It is a political form of human
associationbywhichsocietyisorganizedunder theagencyofgovernmentthat has legitimate
sovereigntyover a territorial area, authorityover all the members ofthe societyand absolute
right to use force whenever necessary inorder to controlthe behaviour of its members. State
isanorganisedandformalsystemofsocialcontrol.Statecontrolsthehumanbehaviour byan
arrangement oflaw, police, jail, judiciary, government, militaryand intelligence department.

Itcrushesthepowerofthosewho do notconform.ltgivesthewelfareofitsmembersasa top
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priorityand arranges for their livelihood and employment. Inthe complexsocieties oftoday,
the role of state in maintaining social control is paramount. People obey the state orders
becausetheyeither  knowthattheseare.intheir  interestorthatiftheydon'tobey,  theywillbe
penalisedandpunishedasper lawofthestate. Thus,theyact inconformitywiththeordersof the state

which helps in maintaining social control.

2.5 Checkyourprogress:

5. Whatisthebroaderdefinitionofsocial control?

6. HowdoMaclver&pagedescribesocial control?

7. Inwhatwaysdoesthefamilyfunctionasanagencyofsocialcontrol?
8. Howdoeseducationcontributetosocialcontrol?

9. Whatrolesdoparentsplayinthesocialcontrolprocesswithinafamily?
10. Whyisthestateconsideredasecondaryagencyofsocial control?

11. Whatdistinguishesformalfrominformal educationintermsofsocialcontrol?

2.6 SocialChange

Theterm‘socialchange’isused to indicatethechangesthat takeplace in human interactions and
interrelations. Society is a web ofrelationships and socialchange means a change in the
systemof socialrelationships. Thus, the termsocialchange is used to desirable variations in
socialinteraction, socialprocessesand socialorganization.Asocietygenerally hastwo distinct
tendencies. They are- conservative and progressive. Society is a web of relationships, and
socialchangemeansachangeinthesystemofsocialrelationships. Socialchangeisinevitable in the

life of an individual as well as of society.

People in society have their tendency to conserve or preserve the social heritage of the past.
Every society is proud of its own cultural history ofthe past. This is what may be describing
astheconservativetendencyofthesociety.Butatthesametime,ithasthetendencytochange, modify
and improve the existing social heritage. Man is never satisfied with his present situation or

existing condition.He wants to makechanges andimprovement of the existing
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stateofaffairs. Thischange isthe lawofnatureand it is inevitable inthe lifeofan individual as
well as of society. So social change and development is inevitable in human society. It is
also an instinctive tendency in man to have the curiosity for new knowledge and new
experiences. It leads to dissatisfaction with the existing situations that result in the changes.

So, socialsituationundergoeschangeswiththe changesoftime that result insocialprogress.

According to Kingsley Davis- “By social change is meant only such alterations as occur in

social organization, that is, structure and functions of society.”

AccordingtoMaclveradPage, “Socialchangerefersto “aprocess’responsivetomanytypes
ofchanges;to  changeinthemanmadeconditionoflife;to  changesintheattitudesand  beliefs
ofmen,andtothechangesthatgobeyondthehumancontroltothebiologicalandthephysical — nature

of things”
Natureandcharacteristicsofsocialchange:

e Social change is continuous: Society is always undergoing endless changes. Society
cannot be preserved in a museumto save it fromthe ravages of time. Fromthe dawn of
history society has been in continuous flux.

e Social change is temporal: Social change is temporal in the sense it denotesthe time
sequence. In fact, society exists only as a time-sequence. Innovation of new things,
modification and renovation of the existing behaviour and the discarding of the old
behaviour patterns take time.

e Socialchangeisenvironmental:ltmusttakeplacewithinageographicorphysicaland
culturalcontext.Boththesecontextshaveimpactonhumanbehaviourandinturnman
changes them. Asocial change never takes place in vacuum. Social change is human
change:Thesociologicalsignificanceofthechangeconsistsinthefactthatitinvolves  the
human aspect. The composition of society is not constant, but changing.

e Socialchangemaybeplannedorunplanned: Thedirectionandtempoofsocialchange  are
often conditioned by human plans and programmes of man in order to determine
andcontroltherateanddirectionofsocialchange.Unplannedchangereferstochange
resulting from natural calamities such as- famines, floods, earthquakes etc. Short
versus long-run changes: Some social changes may bring about immediate results
while some others may take years and decades to produce results. This distinction is

significant,becauseachangewhichappearstobeveryvitaltodaymaybenothing
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morethanatemporaryoscillationhavingnothingtodowiththeessentialtrendsoflife, some
years later.

e Social change is an objective term: The term social change describes one of the
categoricalprocesses.Ithasnovalue-judgmentsattachedtoit. Tothesociologistsocial
changeasaphenomenonisneithermoralnorimmoral,itisamoral.ltmeansthestudy of
social change involves no value judgment. One can study change even within the
value system without being for against the change. Social change may create chain
reaction: Change in one aspect of life may lead to a series of changes in its other
aspects. Forexample- change inrights, privileges andstatusofwomenhasresulted in a
series of changes in home, family relationships and structure, the economic and to

some extent political pattern of both rural and urban society.

ProcessesofSocialChange:
IndustrialisationandModernisation

The processes ofindustrializationand modernizationare linked. Modernization, insociology,
referstothetransformationofatraditional,rural,agrariansocietytoasecular,urban,industrial

one.Theprocessesofindustrializationand  modernizationare  linked,transformingtraditional,
rural, agrarian societies into secular, urban, industrial ones. Historically, the rise of modern
society went hand in hand with the emergence of industrial society. The defining features of
modernity are seen to be related to the various changes that took place due to the onset of
industrialization in 19th Century Europe. Thus, we can say that industrialism and industrial
society are not just economic and technological in nature; rather, they include profound

economic, social, political, and cultural changes.

The Industrial Revolution in Europe and subsequently, the growth of industrialization in the
non-western and developing world, marked a major historical moment, setting off a wave of
changes in almost allaspects of life; work, housing, family structures, leisure, healthcare and
medicine,class,casteandgenderrelationsandpoliticalprocesses.Oneofthe mostsignificant
changesbecauseofindustrializationwasthehugeincreaseinpopulationasaresultofdeclining
deathratesduetoadvancesinscienceandmedicine,andamoreregularfoodsupply.Europe’s
population doubled during the 18th century, from roughly100 million to almost 200 million,
and doubled again during the 19th century, to about 400 million. However, over a period of

time,asindustrializationresultedinawide-spreadmovementofpeopletotownsandcities
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(urbanization),birthratealsobegantodecline,andthepopulationincreasestabilized. Asimilar
pattern was also observed in Japan where industrialization took off after 1870; and in the
erstwhileSovietUnionfromthe1880sonwards.However,inmostofthedevelopingcountries
including India, the ‘demographic transition’ and huge explosion in population continued
unabated.Peopleunder15madeupmorethan40percentofthepopulationsofthe ThirdWorld, as

compared with between 20 and 30 percent in the industrialized world.

IndustrialisationandUrbanisation

Industrialization and urbanization go hand in hand. In 1800 only 2.5 percent of the world’s
population lived in cities with a population of 20,000 or more; by 1965 this had increased to
25 percent, and by 1980 it had reached 40 percent. Urbanization, while associated with a
modernlifestyle,alsobringsextremepoverty,squalor,andenvironmentaldegradation. Bythis
measure, slightlylessthan halfoftheworld’spopulationcould beclassified asurban in 2000.
Thistrendhasbeenaccompaniedbyagreatgrowthoflargecities,ofatypevirtuallyunknown
inthepre-industrialworld.In1800theworld’slargestcity,Beijing,had 1. 1millioninhabitants.
Onehundredyearslatertheworld’slargestcitywasLondon,with6.5millionpeople.Citiesof ~ more
than 1 million inhabitants numbered 16 in 1900, 67 in 1950, and 250 in 1985. In 2000,
16citieshadpopulationsexceeding 6million.Today, metropolitancentres inindiahave large
populations; Delhiand Mumbaialone account for above 20 million each. While urbanisation
isassociatedwitha‘modern’lifestyle,italsobringswithitextremepoverty,squalor,insanitary
livingconditions,slumsandshanty-towns, increase incrimeandanti-socialactivities.Marital and
family breakdown decline of moral values and feelings of anonymity and isolation are
common.Fromanenvironmentalperspectiveaswellahumanone,unplannedurbanizationhas
resulted insevere degradation inthe qualityofair, water, and soil. The emergence and spread of
new diseases, generation of hazardous waste materials, breakdown in law and socialorder and

rising social inequalities are threatening social solidarity and stability.

Further, urbanization has led to changes in the socio-cultural patterns and inter-personal
relationships. The individual is a free agent and can make independent decisions and break
away fromtraditional bonds and obligations. While this can promote freedom, creativity, and
innovation;it canalso result inisolation, lonelinessanddepression.Mentalhealthissueshave

become an area of concern.

Inthelndiancontext,industrialization,urbanizationandmodernizationhavehadanimpacton

traditionalhierarchieslikecaste. Thecitiesprovideavenuesforpeopletobreakawayfrom
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caste-based livelihoods and seek various kinds ofmodernemployments. Migrationto the city
thus becomes an important routeofsocial mobility and social change. It has also had a major
impact ongender as more and more womenare coming outofthe four walls ofthe home and

seeking education and employment opportunities.
SecularisationandGlobalisation

Another important process associated with modernization is the process of ‘secularization’.
Secularizationinvolvesfreeingsocialinstitutionsfromreligiouscontrol,replacingsupernatural

beliefs with scientific understanding. Bythis we mean that the impact of science, technology
and rationality permeates social institutions, freeing them from the control of religious
thinking.Togiveanexample, inatraditionalor pre-modernsociety, illnessordisease maybe linked
to a super-natural cause, eg. the spirits of ancestors, evil spirits etc. To placate these spirits,
people maytake recoursetothe priest or witchdoctor;or undertakereligious rites and rituals to
appease the gods. However, modernization leads to the replacement of these supernatural and
religious belief-systems with the laws of modern science. Thus, sickness
wouldbeviewedintermsofcertainbio-medicalvariables,suchasexposuretodiseasecausing germs

etc., and treatment would be based upon a scientific protocol.

While we continue to see the impact of religious beliefs and systems, the rise of other
institutions such as the political system, education, science and technology, the legal system,
etc, dislodge religion from its central role as an organizing principle for society as a whole.
Religiouspracticesincreasinglytaketheformofindividualizedactivities,andno longerretain the

important legitimating power that they have in nonindustrial societies.

Globalization has been a major driver of social change and development in contemporary
times. Globalization drives contemporarysocialchange, integrating economies, cultures, and

political systems across the world.

The rise of multinational corporations and free-trade zones exemplifies economic
globalization.Globalizationoperatesinthedomainsofeconomic,political,andsocio-cultural

processes. Economic globalization is the increasing economic interdependence of national
economiesacrossthe world facilitated bythe rapid movement ofgoods,services, technology,
and capital. The standardization of internationaltrade regulations, reduction of trade barriers,
tariffs,taxesetc.havealso  ledtoglobalizationofbusinesses,thusresultingintheformationof  an

integrated, globalworld market. marketsinto amassiveglobal marketplace. Thegrowthof
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shopping  mallsindevelopingcountries,  imitatingtheshoppingexperienceoftheWest,witha
varietyofinternationalbrands; multinationalfoodand retailchains, further marginalize local,
small scale economic activities and integrate them into a global system. Multinational and
trans-national corporations, the growth of free-trade zones and the globalization of trade and
services through business process outsourcing, are some of the significant manifestations of

economic globalization.

With regards to political globalization, the emergence of the contemporary nation state,
colonialism and imperialism, theWorldWars, the growthof international institutions like the
United Nations Organization and the unequal power relations on the global stage have been
noted and studied in detail. Regarding environmental issues and international debates and
discussions on these, we see that the developing countries are often forced to pay the heavy
price for the unsustainable practices adopted bythe rich countries. Recent debates on climate
changeareagoodexampleoftheseinternationaldisparitiesandinequalities. Withreferenceto

cultural globalization, we see the spread and influence of language, culture, fashions, food,
music,andpopularculture,especiallywiththearrivalofinternettechnologies.Weseetheflow of
ideas and cultural artifacts tends to be fromthe West to the rest. The ‘Americanization’of
contemporaryculture has beenremarked upon byscholars. GeorgeRitzer (1993) wrote about
the ‘McDonaldization of society’, using the name of the global fast food chain McDonalds.
Hollywood films, American television serials, popular music, and performers, have gained a
global popularity and reach. ‘Cultural imperialism’ has thus transformed tastes, desires, and
aspirations. Cultural globalization often leads to 'Americanization,' influencing global tastes

and lifestyles.

From an Indian perspective, we can also speak of the global outreach of ‘Bollywood’, or
popularHindicinema,particularlytothepopulationofdiasporicindiansacrosstheglobe. The  pan-
Indian popularity of Bollywood cinema finds a reflection in fashions, fads, and cultural
practices across the country. Thus, the media industry along with global brands promote a
lifestyle which is based upon conspicuous consumption. This has an adverse impact on the
local customs, practices and traditions that have developed over generations and in harmony
with environmental conditions. The above discussion has attempted to highlight how the
mutually interconnected and reinforcing processes of industrialization, modernization,

secularization and globalization impact social change and development.
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2.7 Checkyourprogress:

12. Whatdoessocialchangemeaninthecontextofhumaninteractionsandrelationships?

13. Howaretheprocessesofindustrializationandmodernizationlinked?

14. What are the key characteristics of social change? Howdoesurbanizationimpact
social and environmental conditions?

15. Whatissecularization,andhowdoesitaffectsocietalinstitutions?

16. What roledoesglobalizationplayincontemporarysocialchange?

17. Howdoeseconomicglobalizationmanifestinglobaltradeandbusinesses?

18. Whataresomeconsequencesofculturalglobalization?

2.8  SocialMovement

Socialmovementsarebroadalliancesofpeoplewhoareconnectedthroughtheirsharedinterest  in
social change. Social movements can advocate for a particular social change, but they can
also organize to oppose a social change that is being advocated by another entity. A social
movement is a persistent andorganized effort involving the mobilizationof large numbers of
people to worktogether to either bring about what theybelieve to be beneficialsocialchange
orresistorreversewhattheybelievetobeharmfulsocialchange.Socialmovementsareatype

ofgroupaction.Theyarelarge,sometimesinformal,groupingsofindividualsororganizations which
focusonspecificpoliticalor socialissues. Inother words,theycarryout,resist orundo a social

change.
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Anderson and Parker, social movement is —a form of dynamic pluralistic behaviour which
progressivelydevelops structurethroughtime and aims at partialor complete modificationof the

social order.

Lundbergdefinesocialmovementas,—avoluntaryassociationofpeopleengagedinconcerted

efforts to change attitudes, behaviour and social relationships in a larger society.

TypesofSocialMovements

Sociologists distinguish between several types of social movement. This typology is on the
basisofscope,typeofchange,targets,methodnoveltyandscope.AlternativemovementsAim
tochangeasingletypeofbehaviour.Forexample,thetemperancemovementofthenineteenth
andearlytwentiethcenturies,similarinfocustotoday‘santidrugmovement,triedtoconvince
peoplenottodrinkalcoholbecauseofsuspectedlinkstochildandspousalabuse,otherviolent crimes,
and social ills.

AlternativeMovements: Aimto changeasingletypeofbehaviour, likethetemperance movement.

Redemptivemovements

Intend to bring about a more totaltransformation of the individual byencouraging people to
adopt a new moral-religious outlook that will affect a wide range of personal behaviours.
Examples include religious revivalist or fundamentalist movements that demand a deeper

demonstration of commitment to the faith.

Revolutionarymovement

Incontrast, aims to bring about great structuralchange byreplacing one or more major social
institutions. In the eighteenth century, the American Revolution succeeded in changing the

politicalsystemoftheoriginalthirteencolonies by freeing colonists fromBritish monarchical
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controlandcreating ademocratic  formofgovernment.inthe lateeighteenthcenturyandearly
nineteenthcentury,theFrenchRevolutionendedamonarchyandestablishedarepublic.More

contemporary examples of successful revolutions include the 1979 Iranian Revolution that
replaced a monarchy with a fundamentalist Islamic republic, the revolutions that swept away

one-party political.

Reform movement

Calls for change in patterns of behaviour, culture, and/or policy, but does not try to replace
entire social institutions. Supportersofreformmovements appealto policymakers, attempt to
elect candidates, and sometimes bring cases before courts to achieve their goals. Movements
involving civil rights, women °‘s rights, sexual orientation, and the rights of people with
disabilities all call for acceptance by the larger culture to ensure equal access to all social
institutions but do not aim to replace them. Antiwar and environmental movements are also
considered reformmovementsbecause theycallfor changes ingovernment policyrather than

sweeping institutional change.
CharacteristicsofSocialMovements

e Expressesthedissatisfactionofpeople.

e Themembersofthemovementexpectthatsomethingwillbedoneaboutthematter.

e Socialmovementsarehighlyorganized.eGroupofpeoplewhofeelverystronglyabout the
matter.

e Propaganda:whenpublicattentionisbeing drawntothematters.

e Influencespublicopinion.

e Havethe potentialtobringaboutsocialchange ortotransformsocialstructure.
TribalMovementsinindia

India is known for its tribal orAdivasi inhabitants. The termAdivasi connotes that they were
thefirstororiginalinhabitantsoftheland,havingoriginalhabitat,nativetothesoil.Rivershas defined
a tribe as a social group of a simple kind, the members of which speak a common dialect and
act together for such common purpose as welfare. Tribes live in a definite habitat andarea,
remainunified byasocialorganisationthat is basedprimarilyonbloodrelationship, cultural
homogeneity, a common scheme of deities and common ancestors and a common dialect with
a common folk lore. Their habitat and culture not only provide them a sense of freedom, self-

identityand respect, it also empowers themto stand united against any kind of
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exploitation,oppressionandharassmentbyoutsiderslikezamindars,kings,Britishandothers. As a
corollary, the tribal history of India is abundant with stories of uprising against the exploiters

as and when such occasion arose.
TheSanthalRevolt

The Santhals were mainly agriculturalists living in the dense forests of Bankura, Midnapur,
Birbhum, Manbhum, Chotanagpur and Palamou. The Santhals fled their original land
(Bhagalpur and Manbhoom) when the oppressive zamindars brought that land under
Company‘s revenue control. Santhal Revolt: A peasant revolt against British policies and
exploitation by zamindars and moneylenders.They started living and farming in hill of
Rajmabhal,callingitDamin-i-Koh.Buttheiroppressorsfollowedthemandexploitationstarted

infullswing.ApartfromthezamindariandBritishCompany,localmoneylendersalso cheated
themwithhighinterestrates. Thesimple mindedSantalsreeledunder loansandtaxesand had to lose
everything. Sidhu and Kanhu, the two brothers, rose against these dreadful activities. Santhals
assembled at the Bhagnadihi fields on 30 June 1855 and pledged to establish a free Santhal
state. The rebels‘ranks swelled and they numbered nearly 50,000 from early 10000. Almost
allthe postaland railservices werethoroughlydisrupted during this movement.They
bravelyfought withonlybowsandarrowswiththearmedBritishsoldiers.At last,inFebruary 1856,
the British could suppress this uprising by slaughtering 23,000 rebels. Overall, the Santhal
Revolt was essentially a peasant revolt. People fromall professions and communities such as
potters, blacksmiths, weavers, leather workers and domes also joined in (Chandra 1998). It

was distinctly against the policies of colonial rulers in British India.

Bodo Movement

The Bodos are recognized as a plain’s tribe in the Sixth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.
The major objective of the Bodo movement was to have a separate state of their own
exploitation by zamindars and moneylenders. Bodo Movement:Aimed at creating a separate
state for the Bodos, highlighting their quest for political power and self-determination. Since
the colonial period, there had been attempts to subsume the Bodos under the umbrella of
Assamese nationalism. Therefore, it was under the British rule that the Bodos first raised the
demand for a separate homeland along with the hill tribes of the northeast. The formation of
the All-Assam Plains Tribal League (AAPTL)in 1933 was evidence enough.Subsequently,
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formation of organisations such as the Bodo Sahitya Sabha (BSS) in 1952, Plains Tribal
CouncilofAssam(PTCA), andAllBodo Students‘Union(ABSU) in1967 reflected theBodo
people‘squestforpoliticalpowerandself-determination. ThemovementofABSUbeganwith ~ the
slogan —Divide Assam Fifty-Fifty. In order to spearhead the movement, the AllBodo
Students Union (ABSU)created a political organization called the Bodo People ‘s Action
Committee(BPAC).Initially,theABSUandPTCAworkedintandemto putforththedemand
foraseparatehomelandfortheBodos,butABSUwithdrewitssupporttoPTCAIn1979when they felt
that the PTCAhad failed to fulfil the aspirations of the Bodo people for a separate state during
the reorganisation process ofAssam. This movement officially started under the
leadershipofUpendranathBrahmaon2March1987;butthemovementwassuppressedbythe
GovernmentandendedupwiththecreationofBodoland AutonomousCouncil(BAC)through
bipartite Bodo Accord in 1993.

ExamplesofPeasantMovementsinindia:
PeasantMovementsinindia

Under colonialism, Indianpeasantrywas impoverished and suffered fromvarietyofproblems
like high rents, arbitrary evictions, illegal tax levies and unpaid labour in zamindari
regions.Eventually,thepeasantsstartedtoresist thisexploitationandtook desperatemeasures at
several places. AgainstEuropean planters exploiting peasants by forcing them to grow indigo.

ChamparanSatyagraha(1917):LedbyGandhi,againsttheoppressivesystemforcingpeasants  to
grow indigo under the tinkathiasystem.these activities came to be known as peasant
uprisingsorpeasantmovementsinindiaduringthefreedomstrugglefrom1857-1947.Gandhi

,againsttheoppressivesystemforcingpeasantstogrowindigounder thetinkathiasystem.
ThelndigoRevolt(1859-60)

e It was directed against European planters who exploited the localpeasants by forcing
them to take advances and sign fraudulent contracts according to which the peasants
were compelled to grow Indigo, rather than the more profitable rice.

e These foreigners intimidated the peasantsthroughillegalconfinementsand other such

atrocities.
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Thelndigo revolt inNadiadistrictofBengalin1859andwasledbyDigambarBiswas
andBishnuBiswaswhoorganisedthepeasantstoresisttheforceofplanter ‘slathiyals (armed
retainers).

This revolt has been vividly portrayed by acclaimed writer Din BandhuMitra in his
play, Neel Darpan. Its publication in 1860 led to the appointment of an Indigo

Commission by the government.

ThePunjabPeasantsDiscontent(1890-1900)

Peasant discontent in Punjab occurred due to rural indebtedness and the large scale
alienation of agricultural land for non-cultivating classes.
ThePunjabLandAlienationAct,1900waspassedto  prohibitedthesaleand  mortgage
oflandsfrompeasantstomoneylenders. ThisgavePunjabpeasantspartialreliefagainst

oppressive land revenue demand by the authorities.

TheChamparanSatyagraha(1917)

The peasants of Champaran district of Bihar were excessively oppressed by the
European planters. Theywere forced to grow indigo on 3/20th oftheir land under the
tinkathia system, and to sell this at prices fixed by the planters.
GandhijireachedChamparanin1917accompaniedbyBabuRajendraPrasad,Mazhar -
ulHug, J.B. Kripalani, MahadevDesaito conducta detailed inquiry into the condition
of the indigo peasants.

The baffeled district officialsordered himto leave, but he defied the order and invited

trial and imprisonment.

DalitMovement

The Dalit movement in India began around the mid-19th century. It was Jyotirao Phule, a

middlecaste,socialrevolutionaryfromMaharashtra,whoguestionedthecastesystemitselfand

itsevilpractices. Bytheendofthel9thcentury, therewereanumber ofanti-caste movements

invarious parts of India. This includes Phule‘sSatyashodhak movement, Namashudra

movement, theAdi-Hindu movement, theAdi Dharma movement, the Ezahava movement of

SreeNarayanDharmaParipalana[ SNDP]Y ogam,theSadhuJanaParipalanaSamajam[SJPS]
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andthePulayaMahasabha.However,thesemovementswere largelysocio-religiousinnature.
LedbysocialreformerslikeJyotiraoPhule,questioningthecastesystemanditsevilpractices.
Various anti-caste movements emerged across India advocating for the rights and dignity of
Dalits.

Later,Dalit movementsgotpoliticizedintheearlydecadesofthe20thcentury,andespecially,
WhentheBritishersintroducedthesystemofaseparateelectorateintheMinto-Morleyreforms
0f1909.By1917,Dalit movementsgot separatedfromnon-Brahmin movementsandtheygot a
further fillip after a resolutionwas passed inthe IndianNationalCongress inthe same year. The
resolution stressed on bringing the attention towards the socio-economic conditions and
withthepresidencyofGandhiin1920, thisprocessgatheredmomentum.Ambedkar andDalit issue
bythe 1930s, GandhiandAmbedkar had emerged as competing spokesmenand leaders
ofthedepressedclasses inindia. Gandhithoughtthat untouchabilitywasa moralissue, which is
internal to the Hindu religion and that there should be a peaceful and gradual abolition of
untouchability. To Gandhi, there was nothing wrong in the varna system and that
‘atishudrasshouldbeincludedinittooastheyalsoconstitutethepartoftheHindureligion.On
thecontrary,Ambedkar found untouchabilityto beapoliticalandeconomic issue.He felt that
abolition ofthe caste systemwas essential for abolishing untouchability.Ambedkar favoured
the issue of a separate electorate of MacDonald ‘s proposal of 1928. But Gandhi was
vehemently against it and went on a fast unto-death. Atlast, Ambedakar had to give in and

signed the Poona Pact that gave reservations to Dalits within the Hindu community.
ChipkoMovement

TheChipko movement isa movement thatpracticedtheGandhianmethodsofsatyagrahaand non-
violent  resistance, throughtheactofhuggingtreesto  protectthemfrombeing felled.The
modernChipko movementstartedintheearly1970sintheGarhwalHimalayasofUttarakhand state.
The landmark event in this struggle took place on March 26, 1974, when a group of peasant
womeninRenivillage, Hemialgias,inChamolidistrict,Uttarakhand,actedtoprevent the cutting of
trees and reclaim their traditional forest rights that were threatened by the
contractorsystemofthestateForestDepartment. Their actions inspired hundredsofsuch action sat
the grassroots level throughout the region. By the 1980s the movement had spread
throughoutindiaand  ledtoformulationofpeople-sensitive  forestpolicies, whichputastopto

theopenfellingoftreesinregionsasfarreachingasVindhyasandtheWesternGhats.

64



EcofeminismandChipkoToday, beyondtheeco-socialismhue, Chipko movement isdescribed as
an ecofeminism movement. Women were its mainstay, because they were the ones most
affected by the rampant deforestation, which led to a lack of firewood and fodder as well as
water for drinking and irrigation. Over the years they also became primary stakeholders in a
majority of the afforestation work that happened under the Chipko movement. In 1987 the

Chipko Movement was awarded the Right LivelihoodAward.

2.9 Checkyourprogress:

19. Whataresocialmovements?

20. Namethefourtypesofsocialmovements.

21. Whatdoalternativemovementsaimtochange?
22. Whatisthegoalofrevolutionarymovements?
23. Listtwocharacteristicsofsocialmovements.
24. Giveanexampleofatribalmovementinindia.
25. Whatwasthe aimofthe BodoMovement?

26. WholedtheChamparanSatyagraha?

27. WhendidtheDalitMovementbegininindia?

28. Whowasanotableleader oftheearlyDalitMovement?

2.10  Deviance

DefiningDeviance

Before we define deviance, we need to see the meaning of social norms. Because, norms are
basictothedefinitionandthestudyofdeviancei.e.,thepotentialityfordevianceexistsinevery  norm
or rule. The line of how and when behaviour in to be interpreted as deviant or to be tolerated
is constantly shifting according to publicview and the view of various groups. The
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linebetweendevianceandconformityisfluidandoftensubjecttosocietalchange.Socialnorm: is a
wayofthinking, feeling, or behaving, generallyconsidered right or proper within a (sub)
culture;itisarule,valueorstandardsharedbymembersofasocialgroupandanchoredinthat ~ group
membership; it implies how group members should orought to think, perceive, feel or behave
in a given circumstance. Therefore, for the social system to operate healthy, human social

relations and behaviour should be regulated through social norms.
Deviancemaybedefinedas follows:

1. To deviate means, literally, to move away or stray from, set of standards in society.
Deviance, then, constitutesthe active violationofsociallyconstructed norms. It refers to
the act of deviating from social norms.

2. Whensociologistsspeakofdeviantbehaviour,theyarereferringtobehaviourthatdoes  not
conform to norms-behaviour that in some way does not meet with the exceptions of a

group or of society as a whole.

However, the precise nature of the norms violated, who supports them, and the degree of
societal reaction to their violation represents a major problem in the definition of deviance.
Somepeopleregardcertainbehaviourasdeviant;othersdon’t. Thus, itisverydifficulttogive  a

universal definition to the concept of deviance.
Who is Deviant?

ADeviant person is a person who engaged in any behaviour that is /are not expected by the
normsandvaluesofagivensocialgrouporsociety;Someonewhoengagedinwhatshouldnot be
moral or appropriate according to the definition of norms and values of a given society.
Therefore, a deviant person is someone who exhibit any behaviour that deviate from the

standard rule or social norms.

Some deviant result in a person’s being termed immediately by others as a deviant. In other
cases, the deviant status arises only as a result of a variety or combination of acts and status.

They include:

1. Thattheaction isregarded asaserious,threateningto otherpersonsorto the society.

2. Thatthereisanofficialgovernmentalreactionintheformofpenalsanctionfortheact’s
commission.

3. That it is repeated with some consistency or frequency or that is it seen as a threat if

repeated.
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4. Thatitinvolvestheentire“‘moralcharacter’oftheperson,notjustaphaseofhisbeing.

5. Thatitissometimesgeographicaland henceineffaceable.

6. That it is unlikelyto be committed, is so serious that, ifdiscovered, the person would
be fully and not merely slightly discredited.

7. Thattheactisnotimpermanentand ephemeral.

8. That the language accommodates the identification of the individual as one who

commits or has committed certain acts or closes of acts.

Personsmayengageindeviantacts,butcontinuetooccupyaconventionalstatusandrolesuch deviant
behaviour constitutes primary deviance when it is rationalized and considered as a
functionofasociallyacceptablerole.Forexample,apoliticianmaytakeabribeorauniversity

professor may be absent without telling to his student for private business, in both cases the
individual doesn’t consider himself not do other consider him to before outside the
conventional role. Thus, if deviant acts do not materially affect the person’s self-concept or

given him a deviant role, they remain primary.

Onthe other hand, secondaryor career deviance develops whenthe deviant role is reinforced
further participationwithother morepronounceddeviantswithwhomthe individualcomesto
associate and often through the effects of labelling. For example, lesbian, guy, drug addicted
person, and prostitutes are career deviants. Once the person becomes a secondary deviant, it
has important consequences for further deviant behaviour. The secondarydeviant develops a
deviant role which involves greater participation in a deviant subculture, the acquisition of
more knowledge and rationalizations for the behaviour, and skills in avoiding detection and

sanctioning.

Whatarethemaincausesofsocialdeviance?

Thecausesofsocialdeviancecanbelinkedtosocietalissues. Theseissuescaninfluencesocial

behaviour. The following are causes of social deviance:
o Poverty
o Lackofreligiousmorality

« Brokenfamilyandpoorsocialization
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« Lackofbasicfacilities.

e Rejectionbysociety

o Massmediainfluence
BASICTYPESOFDEVIANCEAND DEVIANTS

Both deviance and deviants need to be discussed in terms of their types. This exercise will

clarify the nature of deviance.
ThreeTypesofDeviance

Sociologistshaveclassifieddeviance inavarietyofways.Whateverbethebasisofjudgingor
defining deviance, we may saythat it is behaviour that is considered to be different fromthe
centralbehaviourexpectations  inacertaingroup.ltispossibletolistthefollowingthreetypes  of

deviance.

1. CulturalandPsychologicalDeviation

In culturaldeviation one departs fromthe norms of a culture, while the psychological
deviantdeviatesfromthenormsinpersonalityorganisation,forexample,thepsychotic and
neurotic. Both categories may be found in the same person.

2. IndividualandGroupDeviation

In individual deviation, the person deviates from the norms of a sub-culture. For
example, a boy belonging to an educated and respected family takes to drugs and
becomesaschooldropout.Ingroupdeviation,thedeviantsub-culturehasnormswhich
arecondemnedbytheconventionalmoralityofthesociety,forexample,astreet-corner gang
of unemployed youth indulging in all sorts of unlawful activities. The gang will
beawell-knitgrouphavingaprivatelanguage(knownasargot)andasetofstereotyped
behaviours, i.e., they develop a distinctive sub-culture. The behaviour of the group
members and their activities are condemned by others in society.

3. PrimaryandSecondary

Deviation Primary deviance refers to the violation of social norms committed by a
personwho isnot labelled asa deviant,and who is basicallya conformist inhisorher
life.Thedeviant act istrivialortoleratedorconcealedso thatone isnot identifiedasa
deviant.Forinstance,travellingticket lessonce inawhile,slippinganextraapple into the
shopping bag without paying for it etc. Secondarydeviation is that which follows

fromone’spublicidentificationasadeviant.Oneislabelledasadeviant. Thelabelling
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process is often the point of no return in the development of deviance. It leads to
isolations, possible dismissal, ostracism and sometimes even imprisonment. The
deviant may jointhe associationofother deviants. Even if he or she had the choice to

discontinue his behaviour, he or she cannot help but continue.

2.11 Checkyourprogress:
29. Whataresocialnorms?
30. Howisdeviancerelatedtosocialnorms?
31. Definedevianceinasociological context.
32. Whatfactorsmakedefiningdeviancechallenging?
33. Whoisconsideredadeviantperson?
34. Whatisprimarydeviance?
35. Whatissecondarydeviance?
36. List threecausesofsocialdeviance.
37. Differentiatebetweenculturalandpsychologicaldeviation.

38. Whatisindividualdeviation?

2.12  Suicide

Suicideisatermderived fromtheLatinword suicidium,meaningthetakingofone’sownlife.
Latinwordsuimeansselfandcider meanskill. Therefore,suicidemeans “anintentionalactof self-
killing”. Suicide is the act bywhich a person directly, knowinglyand freely brings about his or
her own death. This presentation is not concerned with those suicides that moral theologians
call indirect, nor with those persons who take their own lives in a stateof mental
abnormalityorwhocannotbeheldresponsiblefortheiractions.Suicideisdirectwhenonehas the
intention ofcausing one’s own death as a thing desired for its own sake (as when death is
preferredto the meaninglessness of life) or as means to anend (as whenone hangs himselfto

avoid persecution).

Suicidemustbedistinguishedfromtheplacingofone’slifeindangerforasufficientreasonas  might
betrueinthecaseofmilitarymen,police, firemen,doctors,andotherswhosedutycalls upon them to
risk their lives in the service of others. However, even in these cases due

precautionsshouldbeobserved. Intheseinstances,theindividualdoesnotdesirehisowndeath
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butratherendangershislifeforagreatergood. Thereisnocircumstancewhichjustifiessuicide,

although emotional situations may be described in which self-inflicted death may save a
woman’s honor, bethesalvationofone’scompanions, protect nationalsecurity, orreleasethe
individual fromtortureor a life ofpain. In none of these instances, and in no other, is suicide

justifiable.

Ontheotherhand, inmanycasesofsuicide,thepersonmaybeseverelydisturbedemotionally and
hence may not be responsible for his act. Suicides are of two types: conventional and
personal. Conventional suicides occur as a result of tradition and the force of public opinion.
Thus,amongsometradition-ruledpeoples,whencertain,situationsarise,suicideisinexorably

demanded. Notable example in India is the sati of the Indian widow who was forced to

immolate herself by cremation on the funeral pyre of her husband.
EmileDurkheimonSuicide

Emile Durkheim was a French philosopher who was born on 15 April, 1858. Durkheim
acknowledged Comte as his master. On a sociological perspective when Comte and Spencer
were considered as the founding fathers of Sociology, Durkheim is considered as the

grandfatherandthesystematicapproachtostudythesocietybeganwithhim.

Durkheim's theoryof 'suicide’ is related in various ways to his studyofthe division of labour. It
is also linked with the theory of 'social constraint’. Durkheim has established the view that

there are no societies in which suicide does not occur.
TypesOfSuicide

InDurkheim’sview,therearefourtypesofsuicide,basedonthedegreeofimbalancebetween the two
social forces of social integration and moral regulation. Durkheim pointed out the
impactofvariouscrisesonsocialgroups.Forexample,awarthatledtoanincreaseinaltruism,

aneconomicboom,oracatastrophethatcausedanomie.Durkheim'semphasisonsocialfactors  the
importance ofsocialcohesion, moralregulation, and societalnorms inpreventing suicide.
However, contemporary research also underscores the role of mental health, personal crises,

and individual coping mechanisms in suicidal behaviour.

According to Durkheim, suicide is not a personal act. It is caused by a power beyond the
individualorthesuper  individual.Hebelievedthat — “weknowtheconsequencesofallkindsof

deaths,eitherdirectlyorindirectly,resultingfromthevictim’sownpositiveornegative
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behaviour.” Afterdefiningthephenomenon,Durkheimrejectedthepsychologicalexplanation.

Manydoctors and psychologists theorize that the majorityofthose who taketheir lives are in
amorbidstate.However,Durkheimemphasisedthatthepowertodrivesuicide issocialrather than
psychological. He concluded that suicide results from social turmoil or lack of social

integration or social solidarity.

Durkheim’s theory of suicide greatly contributes to the understanding of the phenomenon
becauseitemphasisessocialfactorsratherthanbiologicalorpersonalfactors.However,thisis  also
the main drawback ofEmile Durkheim’s suicide theory. He overemphasized only social
factorsandoverlookedotherfactors. Therefore,histheoryofsuicideissaidtobehighlyflawed  and

unilateral.
Thefourtypesofsuicideasmentionedinthetheoryofsuicide areasfollows:
Egoisticsuicide

Egoistic suicide reflects a lasting feeling of being integrated into the community and not
belonging.ltcomesfromsuicidalideationthatanindividualdoesn’thaveachain. Thisabsence  can

lead to meaninglessness, indifference, and depression.

Durkheimcallsit distant ‘“‘excessivepersonalisation”.It isgenerallyseenthat individualswho
commit suicide are not attached to society, are left out and receive little social support or
guidance. Durkheimfound that suicide is more commonamong unmarried people, especially
unmarried men, as there is less need to restrain them or tie them to stable social norms and

goals.

Altruisticsuicide

Altruistic suicide is marked by the feeling of being overwhelmed by the group’s goals and
beliefs. It occurs in a highly integrated society where the needs of individuals are considered
less important than the needs ofsocietyas a whole. Durkheim explained that there would not
beanysignificant motivationforpeopletocommit anact asheinousassuicide inanaltruistic
society,aspersonalinterestswereconsideredimportant. However,heprovidedoneexception- when
an individual is expected to commit suicide in the name of society, for example, in military

service.

Anomie suicide
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Anomie suicide reflects an individual’s moralturmoiland lack ofsocialorientationassociated
withdramaticsocialandeconomicupheavals.ltistheproductofa ~ failuretodefine legitimate
aspirations through moralderegulation and restraint of socialethics that can impose meaning
and order on an individual’s conscience.Anomie suicide is a sign of the failure of economic

developmentandthedivisionoflabourtocreateorganicsolidarity,asmentionedbyDurkheim.

Inthiscondition,peopledonotknowwhethertheyaresuitableforsociety.Durkheimexplains  that
anomie suicide is a stateof moral disability in which people are unaware of the limits of
theirdesiresandarealwaysinastateofdisappointment.Anomiesuicidecanhappenwhenthey

experienceextremewealthchangesdueto economicor naturalphenomena. Ineither case, the
expectationsofthepreviouslifearesetaside,andnewexpectationsareneededbeforeassessing  the

situations associated with the new frontier.
Fatalisticsuicide

Fatalistic suicide occurs whena person is over-regulated, their future is constantlyhampered,
andrepressivedisciplinecausesintensechokingofpassion. Itistheoppositeofanomiesuicide, which
happens in anoppressive societywhere its inhabitants want to die rather than live. For
example, some prisoners may want to die rather than live in prisons with constant abuse and
over-regulation. Unlike the other concepts he developed, Durkheim thought that fatalistic
suicide was only a theoretical concept and highly unlikelyto exist in reality.

Conclusion

Emile Durkheim’s theoryofsuicide is a studyinsociologythat examines the event ofsuicide and
the different types of suicide. Despite its limitations, Durkheim’s work on suicide has

influenced supportersofcontroltheoryand is often referred to as classical sociological work.

DurkheimalsoexaminedtheratesofsuicidebetweenProtestantsandCatholicsandarguedthat
greater social control among Catholics leads to lower suicide rates. According to Durkheim,
Catholic societies show a normal level of integration, while Protestant societies show a low
level. This interpretation has been challenged often. It is considered that Durkheim may be
over-generalisingthisidea,ashegotmostofthedatafromhispreviousresearchers,especially
AdolphWagnerandHenryMorselli.Laterresearcherspointedoutthatthedifferencebetween
Protestant and Catholic suicide seems confined to German-speaking Europe, suggesting that

other factors need to be considered as well.
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2.13 Checkyourprogress:

39. Whatistheetymologyoftheword"suicide™?

40. DefinesuicideaccordingtoEmile Durkheim.

41. WhatarethefourtypesofsuicideinDurkheim'stheory?

42. Giveanexampleofegoisticsuicide.

43. Describealtruisticsuicideandprovideanexample.

44. Whatcausesanomiesuicideaccordingto Durkheim?

45. Explainfatalisticsuicideanditscharacteristics.

46. WhatwasEmile Durkheim'scontributionto thestudyofsuicide?
47. Critique Durkheim'stheoryofsuicide.

48. Howdosocialfactorsinfluencesuicidalbehaviour?

2.14 Casteism

Casteisasystemofsocialstratification.It liesat therootofindian socialstructure.lt involves
rankingaccordingtobirthanddeterminesone’soccupation, marriageandsocialrelationships.
There  isaprescribedsetofnorms,  valuesandsanctionswhichgovernsocialbehaviourwithin
caste.Sociologistshavedefinedcaste(locallyreferredtoas*jati”)as ‘hereditary,endogamous

group, which is usually localised. It has a traditional association with an occupation and a
particular position in the local hierarchy of castes. Relations between castes are governed,
among other things, by the concepts of pollution and purity, and general maximum

commensality that occurs within the caste” (Srinivas 1962).
WhatisCasteism?

Casteismisa formofdiscriminationthat hasbeenpresent inindiansocietyforcenturies. It is based
on the hierarchical divisions ofsociety, which are determined by birth. This systemof social
stratification means that people are born into a certain caste and remain there for their entire

lives.
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Casteismisoftenusedtojustifyinequalityandoppression, as it providesawaytorationalize why
some people are born into povertyor low socialstatus. It also reinforces the notion that people
should stay in their place and not tryto move up in the world. This can lead to stagnation and
prevent social mobility.

Therehave beenmanyattemptsto eradicatecasteism,but it stillpersistsinmanypartsof Indian
society. It is an entrenched systemthat will take time and effort to change. In the meantime, it

continues to impact the lives of millions of people in India.
I1l-effectsofCasteism

e (Casteism perpetuates the practice of untouchability and becomes an obstacle in
providing social equality and justice.

e Casteism proves to be a threat to social order, stability, peace and harmony, in the
society.

e Prevalence of casteism shows that the people are tradition-bound, conservative and
orthodoxinthinking.ltmaycauseahurdletotheupliftmentofwomenbecauseoflack of
encouragement from caste-conscious groups.

e Casteismdividessocietyintodifferentsegmentsandresultsinconflictsandtensionsin ~ and
betweenthese  segments.These  continuousconflictsand  tensionsbetweenvarious
segments hinder the development of the nation and growth of nationalism.

e Casteismresultsinpoliticaldisunityandaffectsthesmoothandsuccessfulfunctioning  of
multi-party democracy like India.

e Casteism, indirectly, canbe the cause ofcorruption. Membersofa castetryto give all
facilities to the persons, who are from their own caste and in doing so, they do not
hesitate to involve in the most corrupt activities.

e Casteism has become an instrument in the hands of political leaders. Many political
leaders,duringelections,trytoprocurevotesoncommunalandcastebasis,ratherthan  their
own capacities and capabilities. This results in election of under-serving candidates,
who do not hesitate to promote their own caste interest at the cost of common good.
Thus, casteism proves to be a hindrance to democracy.

e Casteism sometimes leads to religious conversions, especially among the low caste
groups, who are not financially sound. Another cause for such conversions is that
certain unbearable exploited conditions arise out ofdominance ofcertain caste groups

over other caste groups.
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Solutiontothe Problem:

e Providing value-based education to children fromchildhood can solve the problemof
casteism to some extent.

e Various social agencies like family, school, and Mass media must be given the
responsibilitytodevelopaproper,broadoutlookamongchildren,whichwillnegatethe
feelings of casteism, for example, creating awareness about the ill-effects of
perpetuating the traditional caste system.

e Literaryprogrammesmustbetakenupinruralareasasthecastefeelings,whichfurther
perpetuate casteism, are more in rural areas. These feelings of casteism can be
minimized by the provision of social education among rural population.

e By encouraging inter-caste marriages, the feelings arising out of casteism can be
minimizedasthesemarriagesbringtwofamiliesofdifferentcastesclosertoeachother.

e Provision of cultural and economic equality among different sections of the society
reducesthechancesofjealousyandcompetition. Thus,economicandculturalequality IS
important in eliminating casteism.

e According to G. S. Ghurye, the conflict originating in casteism can be removed by
encouraging inter-caste marriages. Co-education should be introduced at the primary
level and boys and girls should be given the opportunity to come together. This will
leadtoimprovementofbehaviourbetweendifferent  sexessimultaneously, — withwhich
casteism will be actively refuted.

e AccordingtoV.K.R.V.Rao,inorderto putanendtocasteismandto deprive it ofits very
basis, the creation of some optional groups is necessary through which the communal
tendencies of the individuals can be manifested and organized. As these increases,
casteism decreases because the individuals will have the chance to express their

instincts and motives outside the caste.

2.15 Checkyourprogress:

49. Definecasteismandexplainitssignificanceinindiansociety.
50. Whataretheill-effectsofperpetuatingthecastesystem?

51. Howdoescasteismaffectsocialorder andstability?
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52. Discusstheroleofcasteisminhinderingdemocracyinindia.

53. Whatmeasurescanbetakentocombatcasteisminruralareas?

54. Whyareinter-castemarriagesconsidering asolutiontocasteism?

55. Howdoescasteismcontributetocorruptioninsociety?

56. Whyis value-basededucationcrucialineliminatingcaste-baseddiscrimination?
57. Whatarethechallengesineradicating casteismfromIndiansociety?

58. Howcanmediaplayaroleinraising awarenessabout castediscrimination?

2.16 Communalism

Thetermcommunityandcommunestandfortwodifferent conceptsandshouldnotbeusedin
commonparlance asthe same.Yerankar (1999:26) arguesthat communityand communalare
two different concepts. The former is used to express the fellowship of relations or feelings,
common character, agreement and sharing a common culture and space. The latter means an
expression of heightened sense of community feelings. Since it is associated with a religious

community, it implies exclusive loyaltyto one’s religion and all its related dimensions.

AccordingtoSeth(2000:17),itsignifiesintercommunalrivalriesandsocialtension,economic,

political or culturaldifferences ofthe rulers and the ruled. It is an ideologywhich determines
thegradualevolutionofrelationships  betweentwocommunitiesbothwithinand  without their
respective folds. Dixit (1974:1) arguesthat communalism is a politicaldoctrine which makes
use ofreligious-culturaldifferences to achieve politicalends. When, onthe basis ofreligious-
cultural differences, a community initiates political demands deliberately, then communal

awareness turns into communalism.

Sabrewal (1996:130) argues that communalism as a concept emerged due to the fact that
members of a multireligious society had to witness and confront the behavioural pattern
practiced by specific community per se. It clearly shows that the term multi religiosity may
sound unique as a Sociological proposition, however the differences need to be understood.
Forinstance,socialuneaseandtensionisgeneratedinthecommunitiesbysheerdifferencesin
clothing patterns, life style, facial marks, one’s language and manners. These differences are
equally governed by religious sanction of each specific community that creates a specific
identityforthegroupsinthecommunity.Awarenessofsocio-religiousidentitiesgraduallyget

established and are mutually acknowledged. The awareness of socio religious identities help

76



one constitute useful social maps in one’s mind demarcating the social territory into sacred,
friendlyor neutraland hostile. Generally, this may be duetothe propaganda and other factors
such as prejudices, hostilities and negative feelings against each other. It is therefore argued
that all depends upon the nature and type of interactive patterns between people of different
religionsandcultures.Incasetheydonothurtthereligioussentimentsandchallengereligious

identities,thenthereisnoproblem.Butiftheydo,bychanceorchoicedevelophostilityagainst the

other this is what leads to outbreak of communal outbursts and communal conflicts.

Kamath(2003)triestoexplainthemeaningofcommunalismthroughtheconceptofcommunal

harmony in the context of a multi-religious and multi-ethnic society. When various
communities live together within a territory with understanding and cooperation, there is
communalharmony.Ontheotherhand,wheneversuchgroups,eitherethnicorreligious,fight for
their exclusiveness, groupidentityor groupinterest evenat the cost ofnational interest or
trytoimposetheirwayoflifeonothergroup,thereiscommunaldisharmonyandthisistermed as
communalism. This explanation signifies that lack of understanding and cooperation between

religious communities is the basic reason of communalism.

FactorsResponsibleforTheGrowthofCommunalismin India

There may be several factorsthat may beattributed tothecauseand growthofCommunalism in
India. Some scholars attribute this cause due to stagnant economy during the British Rule.
The stagnation of economy may have affected the aspirations and economic prosperity for
certain sections within society. Scholars opine that this section of society usually termed as
‘Middle Class’s used communalism as a weapon for their own survival at the cost of other
classesinsociety.Subsequently,otherleadersfromthecommunityandpoliticalpartiesjoined to
fuelthe tensionofCommunalisminindia.This maybe wellillustratedwiththe emergence
ofmodernpoliticswithitsrootsinpartitionofBengalin1905andfeatureofseparateelectorate  under
Government of India Act, 1909.Later, British government also appeased various communities
through Communal award in 1932, which witnessed strong resistance from Gandhiji and
others.All these acts were done by the British government to appease Muslims and other
communities, for their own political needs. This feeling of communalism has deepened since

then, fragmenting the Indian society and being a cause of unrest.

BritishPolicyofDivideandRule
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In the pre-independence period, the British used the policyof Divide and Rule to weaken the
nationalist  aspirationsbycreatingacleavagebetweentheHindusandMuslims,  favouringone
community against the other in terms of services and opportunities. It resulted in communal
tensionsbetweenthetwogroupsandtherefore, itisconsideredthattheHindu-Muslimdisunity  took

shape during the continuation of British Rule in India.

In this regard, clear demarcation was made by many historians between the ancient period of
Indian history and the medieval. Prominent among them was British historian James Mill of
theearlynineteenthcentury. TheyendorsedthatsinceancientIndiawasruledbyHindurulers, it was
a period of much growth and prosperity against the continuous decay of the medieval
periodundertheMuslimrulers. Thisreadilysuggeststhatthebasiccharacterofpolityinindia is
defined by religion which relied on the beliefs that Indian society and culture had reached
ideal heights in the ancient period. On the contrary, Muslim communalism harped upon the
glory of the Muslim rulers. Such distorted texts of Indian history significantly contributed to

the rise of communalism.

Duringthenationalmovement,astrongHindureligiouselement wasintroducedinnationalist
thought. The orientalist writings which glorified the Hindu religion and period in history
became the basis for the propagation of nationalist ideas and pride for the motherland. In the
process the Muslim were seen as alien. Other factors which are believed to fan the flames of
communalism include rumours and distorted news publicized by media which disseminates
false information to the public. Also, political parties resorted to the politics of appeasement
whereby sanctions were used to appease different ethnic, religious, culturalgroups for votes.
This vote bank politics greatly followed tactics of appeasement by provisioning services and

opportunities to a few sections of the population against the other sections.

UnderstandingCommunalism

This section tries to understand the various viewpoints offered to explain communalism in

Indian contexts.

ColonialistViewpoint
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The British seemed to see ‘Hindu-Muslim antagonism’ much earlier than the term
‘communalism’ emerged. Colonial thinkers like Hugh McPherson in his work ‘Origin and
GrowthofCommunal Antagonism’rejectstheideathat ‘communalism’is “a modern invention, the
product of recent political developments”, which refers specifically to the politics of
separateelectorates.Inorderto provehispoint McPhersoncitestheBenaresriotsof1809 and the
testimony of a “landholder of Bengal” to the age-old animosity between Hindus and Muslims
which dates back to the Muslim invasion of India. McPherson emphasizes that “the religious
basis of communal dissension” began to be “reinforced by political factors” with Tilak’s
establishment of the ‘Anti-CowKilling Society’ in 1893, which he suggests was
designedto“stimulatethemilitantspiritofHinduismandestablishitsdominationoftheIlndian

political world”

NationalistViewpoint

For the colonialist, ‘communalism’ is a pre-colonial problem which is irremediable. For the
nationalist,‘communalism’isacolonialproblemwithitsremedybeingnationalism.Underthis

rubric, communalismin India develops as a concomitant to Indiannationalismand is nothing
but nationalismdriven into religiouschannels. Forthe nationalist, while bothnationalismand
‘communalism’ were responses to colonialism, the former was the ‘right’ response and the
latter, the wrong one. The nationalist project a unitary and symbiotic culture of historic co-
operation between Hindus and Muslims which was thwarted with the colonial rule especially
with the policy of Divide and Rule, of the British rulers in India which gave rise to

communalism.

SomeScholarlyResponses

The most notable theorist on ‘communalism’, Bipan Chandra, who wrote Communalism in
Modern India in 1984 worked very clearly within nationalist frames. Chandra and other
nationalist historians emphasised that the phenomenon of ‘communalism’ is a ‘modern’one
and could not have existed before colonialism. Clearly, since any form of ‘popular’politics
could not have existed before the British advent, Chandra attributed ‘communal politics to
colonialorigins.As Chandra writes “Communalismwas not a partialor sectional view of the
social reality; it was its wrong or unscientific view. Communalism was not narrow or false
because it represented onlyone communitybut because it did not do either.The communalist
not only failed to represent national interests; he did not represent even the interests of the

‘community’it claimed to represent” (Chandra 1984: 17).
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Thus, nationalism represented the struggle for national liberation from the colonial state and
fortheformationofanindependentstate. Itwashistoricallyvalidatthemomentasitprovided a
realsolutionto arealproblem — nationalliberationas against colonialdomination(Chandra 1984:
22). Colonial and nationalist explanations of ‘communalism’ seemingly do not enjoy much
credit today. Most contemporary work on ‘communalism’ would be dubbed constructivist.
The foremost in this section is Bernard Cohn. However, Cohn’s brand of constructivism has
seen several tributary developments and branches. While Cohn’s  basic
argumentwasthatthecolonizer’sstructureofadministrationgeneratedsociologicalcategories

(suchas,theschedulescastes,scheduledtribesetc.)thatoftenbecamethesourceofconflict in India.
His supporters and followers have found a variety of reasons besides colonial administration
to prove that the colonisers succeeded in implementing not only sociological
categoriesthroughadministrativetechniquesbutidentities,consciousnessandnationalismalso

emerged through the prism of the colonial knowledge system. Gyanendra Pandey’s (1992)
writings reflect these views. Pandey treats ‘communalism’ as a product of nationalism.
However, he seeks to distinguish his stand fromthose who have considered communalismas

‘deviant’ or ‘under-developed’ nationalism.
Anti-Modernist

The last section is essentially devoted to the work of only one scholar who speaks not of
‘communalism’somuchasananalysisof*secularism’.Itisperhapsironicthatonecanseethe problem
in greater clarity in his work. In his ‘The Politics ofSecularism and the Recovery of
ReligiousTolerance’(Nandy,1998),Nandybeginsbyexplainingwhyoneneedstoexaminethe

“category”’ofsecularism. Hisproposition isthat “post-colonialstructuresofknowledge in the
third world” are often characterised by a “peculiar form of imperialism of Communalism
categories” which hegemonize a “conceptual domain” so effectively that the original domain
vanishes from our awareness and is replaced by a concept that is produced and honed in the
West (Nandy 1998: 321). His project then is to recover the domain of ‘religious tolerance’
whichisthequestionrelevantto SouthAsia, fromthe hegemonicdiscourseof*secularism.He goes

on to suggest that traditional India had answers to questions of religious tolerance.

Nandy’s arguments get caught up in a binary mode oftradition/modernityand faith/ideology.
He acutely points out how colonialism has subjected certain knowledge domains to an
imperialism of categories such that all traces of the original problem disappear. Given this

proposition, his investigationofthe concept ofsecularism is well founded. However, he does
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notanswerwhyhesetsouttorescue ‘religioustolerance’fromthedomainofsecularism.Was
secularismananswertoreligiousintoleranceinindia?Nandytracesatrajectoryoftheconcept

of*secularism’inIndianpoliticsbutignoresthefactthatthewordgainedlegitimacyincolonial India.
Thus, Nandy’s problem itself seems a little skewed. He presumes that there was peace
withintraditionalsocietyandthatthispeacewasconnectedtoreligioustoleranceand it isthis
traditionalreligioustolerancethathewantstorecover.Instead,onecouldaskwhethertolerance  had

anything to do with religion at all.
2.17 Checkyourprogress:

59. DefinecommunalismandexplainitssignificanceinIndiansociety.

60. Whatarethekeydifferencesbetweencommunityandcommunalasdiscussedin sociological
contexts?

61. HowdidBritishcolonialpoliciescontributetothegrowthofcommunalisminindia?

62. DiscusstheroleofeconomicfactorsinfuellingcommunaltensionsduringBritishrule.

63. What weretheimplicationsoftheCommunal Awardof1932inexacerbatingcommunal
divisions?

64. HowdidnationalisthistorianslikeBipanChandraviewcommunalismincolonial India?

65. Explaintheconstructivistapproachtounderstandingcommunalidentitiesinindia.

66. WhatarethecriticismsofWesternconceptslikesecularisminanalyzingcommunalism in
South Asia?

67. HowdidTilak’santi-cowkillingmovementinfluenceHindu-Muslimrelations inIndia?

68. WhatwerethecolonialstrategiesofDivideandRuleandhowdidtheyimpactcommunal

harmony?

2.18 Let us sum up:a summaryofeach ofthese terms related to socialdynamics and
contemporary social concerns: Socialization isthe lifelong process through which
individuals learn and internalize the values, beliefs, and norms of a society or social
group.SocialControl,Mechanisms,bothformalandinformal,throughwhichsocieties

maintain order and conformity to norms and values. Social Change, alteration or
transformation of societal structures, behaviours, or cultural norms over time. Social

Movement: Organized efforts bygroupsof individuals ororganizations to bring about
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societal change, often around specific social or political issues. Deviance, Behaviour
that violates social norms and expectations, which can vary across cultures and
contexts. Suicide, act of intentionally taking one's own life, studied in sociology to
understand its social causes and implications. Casteism: Prejudice and discrimination
based oncaste, asocialstratificationsystemfound insome societies, notablyinSouth
Asia. Communalism is Socialand politicalmovements orattitudes that emphasize the
interestsandidentityofaparticularcommunityorreligiousgroupoverbroadersocietal

interests. Theseconceptsarecrucialforunderstanding howsocietiesfunction,change, and

address various social issues.

2.19 AnswertoQuestions:

1. Socialisation is the process through which individuals learn and internalize the

values, beliefs, norms, and social skills necessary to function effectively within

society.
2. Primarysocialisationisthe initialphaseofsociallearningthatoccursduringearly
childhood,whereindividualslearnbasicnorms,values,and behavioursfromclose

family members.

2. Schools

Peergroups

3. Anticipatory socialisation is the process where individuals adopt behaviors or

standards of a group they aspire to join, preparing for future roles.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Socialcontrolencompassesallthemechanisms,processes,andinstitutionsthrough

which society maintains order, norms, and regulates individual behaviour.

Maclver & Page describe social control as the ways in which society ensures

conformity to its norms and values, using both formal and informal mechanisms.

Family,Education,andStateinSocialControl

Thefamilyinstilsnorms,values,anddisciplinethroughparentingpractices,setting

behavioural expectations, and providing emotional support and guidance.

Education promotes social control by imparting societal values, norms, and

knowledge, encouraging conformity, and preparing individuals for societal roles.

Parents enforce rules, provide guidance, model appropriate behaviour, and

discipline their children to align with societal expectations.

The state is considered a secondary agency of social control because it enforces
laws, regulations, and policies to maintain social order and address deviant

behaviour.

Formal education involves structured learning environments like schools with
standardized curricula, while informal education includes life experiences, family
teachings, and community interactions that shape behaviour and norms.

Social change refers to significant alterations over time in behaviour patterns,

cultural values, norms, and social institutions.

Industrialization and modernization are linked as both involve technological
advancements, economic development, and shifts from agrarian to industrial

societies, fostering new social structures and behaviours.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Socialchangeiscontinuousanduniversal. It
can be intentional or unintentional.

Itcanvaryin speed and scope.

Urbanizationleadstodemographicshifts,changesinlifestyle, increasedeconomic
opportunities, but also challenges like overcrowding, pollution, and strain on

infrastructure.

Secularizationistheprocesswherereligionlosesitsinfluenceovervariousspheres  of
society, leading to a greater emphasis on rationality, scientific thinking, and

separation of religion from state and public life.

Globalization accelerates social change by facilitating cross-cultural exchanges,
spreadingtechnologyandideas,andintegratingeconomiesandsocietiesonaglobal

scale.

Economic globalization is evident in increased international trade, multinational

corporations, global supply chains, and the flow of capital across borders.

Cultural globalization can lead to cultural homogenization, the spread of popular

culture, and sometimes the erosion of local cultures and traditions.

Socialmovementsareorganizedeffortsbygroupsofpeopletobringaboutorresist social,
political, or economic change.

Namethefourtypesofsocialmovements.

Alternativemovements

Redemptive movements
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Reformative movements

Revolutionarymovements

22. Alternative movements aim to bring about limited changes to specific behaviours

or policies within a society.

23. Revolutionary movements seek to completely overthrow existing social, political,

or economic systems and replace them with new structures.

24. Listtwocharacteristicsofsocialmovements.

Collectiveaction
Sharedobjectivesandgoals

25. ExamplesofMovements inIndia
Giveanexampleofatribalmovementinindia.
TheNarmadaBachaoAndolan(SaveNarmadaMovement).
26. TheBodoMovementaimedtocreateaseparatestatefortheBodopeopleinAssam, India.
27. MahatmaGandhiledtheChamparanSatyagraha.

28. TheDalitMovementbeganintheearly20thcentury.

29. Dr.B.R.AmbedkarwasanotableleaderoftheearlyDalitMovement.

30. Social norms are the unwritten rules and expectations abouthow people

shouldbehave in a particular society or group.

31. Deviancereferstobehavioursoractionsthatviolatesocietalnorms.
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32. Definedevianceinasociologicalcontext.
Deviance is behaviour that diverges from the accepted standards of society, often

resulting in social disapproval or sanctions.

33. Culturaldiversity
Contextualvariations

Changingsocietalnormsovertime

34. Adeviantpersonissomeonewhoengagesinbehavioursoractionsthatsignificantly
violate the accepted norms of their society or group.

35. Primarydeviancereferstominor,infrequentactsofrule-breakingthatdonotaffect  an

individual's self-concept or social identity.

36. Secondary deviance occurs when an individual internalizes a deviant identity and
continues to engage in deviant behaviour as a response to societal reactions and

labelling.

37. List threecausesofsocialdeviance.

Economicinequality,Lackofsocialization,Peerpressure

38. Cultural deviation arises from behaviours that violate the norms of a particular
culture.
Psychological deviation refers to behaviours stemming from individual
psychological issues or disorders.

39. Individualdeviationreferstoactionsorbehavioursthatdeviatefromsocietalnorms
andexpectationsduetopersonalchoicesorcircumstances,ratherthancollectiveor

group influences.

40. Theword"suicide"comesfromtheLatin"suicidium,"combining"sui"(ofoneself) and

"caedere” (to Kkill), meaning "to kill oneself.”
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41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

EmileDurkheimdefinessuicideasanydeaththatresultsdirectlyorindirectlyfrom a
positive or negative act ofthe victimthemselves, which theyknow will produce this
result.

Egoisticsuicide:Resultingfrominsufficientintegrationintosociety.

Altruisticsuicide:Resulting fromexcessive integrationinto society.

Anomicsuicide:Resultingfrombreakdownofsocialnormsand regulation.

Fatalisticsuicide:Resulting fromexcessiveregulationandoppression.

An example of egoistic suicide could be someone who feels isolated or
disconnected from society, such as an elderly person who commits suicide due to

loneliness.

Altruistic suicide occurs when individuals sacrifice their lives for the benefit of
others or a cause they deeply believe in. An example is a soldier sacrificing their

life for their comrades in battle.

Anomie suicide occurs during times of rapid social change or disruption, where
norms and expectations are unclear or in flux, leading individuals to feel

disconnected and hopeless.

Fatalistic suicide happens in highly regulated and oppressive societies where
individuals see no hope for change or improvement in their circumstances. It's

characterized by a sense of despair and helplessness.
Durkheim's contribution was pioneering the sociological study of suicide,

emphasizing social factors over individual psychology and categorizing suicides

into types based on social integration and regulation.
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48. Critics argue that Durkheim's theory oversimplifies the complex nature of suicide
by focusing too much on social factors and neglecting individual psychological

factors and unique circumstances.

49. Social factors like isolation, social support, economic stress, and cultural norms
significantly influence suicidal behaviour by shaping individuals' coping

mechanisms and sense of belonging.

50. Casteism refers to prejudice, discrimination, or differential treatment based on
caste, perpetuating social hierarchyand inequalities in various aspects of life such
as education, employment, and marriage

51. Socialinequality:Casteismperpetuatesunequalaccessto resources,opportunities, and

rights.

52. Conflict:Caste-basedtensionsandviolencedisruptsocialharmonyand stability.

53. Casteism hinders democracy by influencing voting patterns based on caste
affiliations rather than merit or policy issues, thus distorting democratic

representation and governance.

54. Promotingeducationandawarenessaboutcasteequalityandsocialjustice.

Implementingstrictlawsagainstcaste-baseddiscriminationandensuringtheireffective

enforcement.

Encouraging inter-caste marriagesto promote socialintegrationand break downcaste barriers.

55. Inter-caste marriages challenge caste prejudices and promote social integration by
fostering relationships across caste boundaries, therebyweakening the rigid social

hierarchy over time.
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Casteismcanleadtonepotism, favouritism,andunequalaccesstoopportunitiesbased

oncasteaffiliationsratherthanmerit,thus fosteringaclimateconducivetocorruption.

Value-based education promotes principles of equality, respect, and social justice,
challenging discriminatory attitudes and behaviours rooted in casteism from a young

age.

Deep-seated cultural beliefs and practices
Resistance to change from privileged castes
Political exploitation of caste identities

Enforcementgapsinanti-discriminationlaws

59. how can Media can raise awareness by highlighting stories of caste-based
injustices, promoting discussions on caste quality and challenging stereotypes and

prejudices through various plat forms.

60. Communalism refers to the loyalty or support for one's own religious or ethnic
group over broader social concerns, often leading to conflict and division with in

society.

61Community:Referstoagroupofpeoplesharingcommoninterests,values,or identities.
Communal: Refers to divisions and conflicts based on religious or

ethnicidentities,often undermining social cohesion.
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62. British policies such as separate electorates based on religion, favoritism towards
certain communities, and administrative decisions based on communal lines

exacerbated religious tensions and divisions.

63. TheCommunalAwardof1932grantedseparateelectoratestoreligiousminorities,

further institutionalizing communalidentitiesand deepening divisions inlndiansociety.

64. Nationalist historians viewed communalism as a strategy employed by colonial
powerstodivideandweakenthenationalist movement,underminingeffortsforunited

Indian independence.

65. The constructivist approach suggests that communal identities are socially
constructed through historical narratives, political manipulations, and economic

interests rather than being inherent or fixed.

66. Critics argue that Western secularism, which separates religion and state, may not
fully accommodate the religious diversity and dynamics of South Asian societies,

potentially oversimplifying complex communal issues.

67. Tilak’s movement heightened Hindu-Muslim tensions by emphasizing religious

symbols and sentiments, contributing to communal polarization and mistrust.

68.The Divide and Rule strategy involved exploiting existing religious and ethnic
divisions to maintain control and prevent unified resistance against colonial rule,

thereby exacerbating communal tensions and undermining communal harmo
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2.20 Model Question:

o gk~ w e

Definesocialmovementsandexplaintheirpurpose?
Describethecharacteristicsofsocialmovementswithexamples?
Discussthecharacteristicsofsocialmovementsandtheirpotentialimpacton society.?
Discussthecharacteristicsofsocialmovementswithexample?
Analysedthecausesandoutcomesoftheindigorevoltof1859-60?
Discussthedualtendenciesofconservativeandprogressive forcesin society.How do
they impact social change?
Analysetheimpactofindustrializationandurbanizationontraditionalfamily structures
and gender roles in INDIA?
Evaluatethepositiveandnegativeeffectsofglobalizationondevelopingcountries. With
focus on economic, political, and cultural dimension?
Describetheimpactofunplannedurbanizationonenvironmentalandsocialconditions

in Indian metropolitan cities?

2.21 AssignmentQuestions:(anyfour)

1. Definesocializationanddiscussitsimportanceinshapingindividualswithin society.

or

2. Explainprimarysocializationandgiveexamplesofitsimpactonchild development.
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3. Nametwoagents of secondary socialization anddescribetheirrolesin shaping
behaviour and attitudes.
Or

4. Howdoesthefamilyfunctionasanagencyofsocialcontrol?Discussspecificroles  and

practices within families that contribute to social control.

5. What roles do parents play in the social control process within families? Provide
examples of how parental practices influence children's adherence to societal

expectations.

or

6. Distinguish between formal and informal education in terms of social control.
Provide examples of each and discuss their impacts on shaping societal norms.

SocialChangeand ContemporarySocial Issues:

7. How does urbanization impact social and environmental conditions? Discuss the
effects of urbanization on population dynamics, resource consumption, and
community development.

Or

8. What role does globalization play in contemporary social change? Explain how

global interconnectedness affects cultural diversity, economic systems, and social

movements.
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9. Discusstheroleofsocialmovementsinpromotingsocialchange.Provideexamples of
recent social movements and their impacts on policy and public awareness.
Or

10. Explainthedifferencesbetweenalternative,redemptive,reformative,andrevolutionary

social movements. Provide examples of each type and their goals.

2.22 FURTHERREADING:

YogendraSingh,PublishingYear:2007Publisher:OxfordUniversityPress.
Bibliography: Yogendra Singh's work explores social dynamics, socialization,

socialcontrol,socialchange,socialmovements,andcontemporarysocialconcerns

such as casteism and communalism in India.
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