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Course Information:

Sociology of Education
Introduction

This course dives into how education shapes and is shaped by society, giving you a
closer look at its powerful role in driving change. We’ll explore how education mirrors
societal values and impacts lives, with a focus on real-world issues in India. By
understanding these connections, you’ll gain valuable insights into both the challenges
and possibilities within educational systems.

Unit 1: Sociology of Education

The sociology of education looks at how schools and learning systems connect with
society, shaping and reflecting our cultural values and social structures. In this chapter,
we explore how education influences who we become and the roles we play in society,
acting as a force for both change and stability. We’ll discuss how institutions like family
and government impact who gets access to education and how well they do. By diving
into these interactions, we can better understand how education helps people move up
in the world and tackles issues of fairness and justice in our communities.

Unit 2: Education and Different Societal Aspects

Education is more than just schooling; it's woven into the fabric of our culture,
economy, and politics. In this chapter, we’ll look at how education reflects and
influences our values and beliefs, how it opens doors to economic opportunities, and
its role in shaping civic engagement. Through these lenses, you’ll see how education
acts as both a stabilizing force and a catalyst for change, helping societies evolve and
thrive.

Unit 3: Social Change and Its Aspects

Education can transform lives and communities. Here, we’ll explore how schools and
learning environments adapt to and even drive social change. We'll discuss the impact
of technology and globalization on education, highlighting stories of empowerment and
innovation. You'll discover how education can help tackle global challenges, prepare us
for the future, and inspire progress across the world.

Unit 4: Social Problems Relating to Education in India

Education in India faces unique challenges, from inequality to accessibility. This
chapter addresses issues like disparities based on caste, gender, and socioeconomic
status, and examines policies aimed at bridging these gaps. We’ll explore the successes
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and ongoing struggles in creating an equitable educational landscape. By
understanding these complexities, you'll learn about the efforts needed to build a fairer
system for everyone.



Unit 1
Sociology of Education

Unit structure:

1.0 Learning Objectives

1.1 Introduction

1.2 Education and sociology - meaning, nature and scope
1.3 Relationship between education and sociology

1.4 Educational sociology - curriculum and method of teaching
1.5 Need and importance of Educational sociology

1.6 Education as a process of society and socialisation
1.7 Let us sum up

1.8 Further reading

1.9 Answer to check your progress

1.10 Model Questions

1.0 Learning Objective

v To understand the meaning, nature and scope of Educational sociology

v" To know about the relationship between education and sociology.

v' To understand relationship between Educational sociology and curriculum,
Educational sociology and method of teaching

v" To understand the need and importance of sociological approach in education

v" To understand education as a process of social system and socialization

1.1 Introduction

Sociology is the "study of man-in-relationship-to-men" - by Marshall Jones.



People are born into the society and live in the society. We, as human beings, learn
all the basic aspects of life through contact with family, relatives, friends etc. Learning
takes place in an individual when he or she meets other people in the society. So basically
people develop their personality by living through this society. This is where the need for
sociology comes into play. As well as it is incomplete without an educational approach.
Education and society both are interdependent. Society grows with the sound system of
education and people grow with the environment of what the society has. In the realm of
education, sociology plays a pivotal role in understanding the dynamics of educational
institutions, processes, and outcomes. This chapter delves into the intersection of sociology
and education, examining how sociological perspectives enrich our understanding of
educational systems and practices.

1.2 Meaning, nature and scope of educational sociology

No other science endeavors to study society in its entirety but sociology. Educational
sociology is a branch of sociology through which we can study the social relationship, the
forms, varieties and patterns in accordance with education.

Meaning of Sociology: According to Auguste Comte, "sociology is the science of social
phenomenon subject to nature and invariable laws, the discovery of which is the object of
investigation.”

He was a French Philosopher who coined the term 'sociology' in the year 1839. He is
known as the 'father of sociology'. He considered sociology as pure knowledge as its study
is methodical. There are also some other exponents of sociology like Herbert Spencer,
Frederic, Duncan, Franklin and many more.

The term 'sociology' is derived from the latin word 'societus’ which means
'society’ and the Greek word 'logos' which means 'study or science'. Thus, sociology means
the study or science of society according to this derivation. It studies the social heritage
including all the customs, traditions, legends, myths, religious & social institutions,
classification of various social systems, effect of geographical conditions on humans, crime
and its effect, evolution of human beings etc.

Educational sociology is an important branch of sociology. It is defined as a
study of the relations between education and society. The term 'education’ is derived from
the Latin word 'educare’ meaning 'to rear’. As the rearing of the child is only possible
through social environment not only through biological necessity. Education helps a child
or an individual in the social adjustment to culturally, politically, economically, religiously.
Ross has rightly commented that "Individuality is of no value and personality a
meaningless term apart from the social environment in which they are developed and



made manifest". Educational sociology makes an effort to achieve the aims of sociology
through the process of education where the individual and the society are involved. The
aims and functions of education are determined by the nature of social factors or social
environment.

Educational sociology, as a branch of study or knowledge, has been
rapidly developed in the twentieth century. In the year 1917, The first book of educational
sociology was published which was written by Walter Smith named 'Introduction to
Educational Sociology'. George Payne also published a book named 'The principles of
educational sociology' in 1928. Here he focused on the effect of education on social life and
social life on the education system. Knowledge of social interaction is one of the main
elements for the social progress and development of an individual. John Dewey also
realized the importance of sociological approach to education and considered social
tendencies as a very important factor in the education process. He considered school as a
social institution which helps in the purification of society through the educational process
and helps the society to make progress.

Definitions of Educational Sociology -

Emile Durkheim: "Educational sociology is the study of the social forces that affect and are
affected by educational institutions and processes."

Max Weber: "Educational sociology is the analysis of how educational systems reflect and
perpetuate social inequalities and power structures."

Karl Marx: "Educational sociology is the examination of how educational systems
reproduce the social relations of production and class struggle.”

Jean Piaget: "Educational sociology is the investigation into how cognitive development is
influenced by social interactions within educational settings."

Herbert Spencer: "Educational sociology is the investigation into how education
contributes to the adaptation of individuals and societies to changing environments.”

Check your progress

1. What do you understand by Educational sociology?

2. Who coined the word 'sociology’ ?

¢ Nature of educational sociology:
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The divergent views about the definition of relationship between sociology and education
express the common ideas and characteristics. It is concerned with people and the social
relationship they have. As a branch of sociology it studies the impact of education on the
social system. It explores how educational systems are structured, how they function, and
their effects on individuals and communities. Here’s a detailed explanation of its nature:

 Focus on Social Structures: Educational sociology examines how educational institutions
are shaped by social structures such as politics, economics, culture, and technology. It looks
at how these factors influence educational policies, curriculum development, and
educational outcomes.

 Interdisciplinary Approach: It integrates perspectives from sociology, anthropology,
psychology, economics, and history to understand the complex interactions within
educational settings. This multidisciplinary approach helps in analyzing various aspects of
education, from classroom dynamics to educational inequalities.

« Institutional Analysis: It analyses educational institutions as social organizations with
specific roles, hierarchies, and norms. This includes studying administrative structures,
governance, and decision-making processes within schools and universities.

e Educational Processes: Educational sociology investigates the processes of teaching and
learning, including pedagogical practices, student-teacher relationships, and the
socialisation of students into cultural and societal norms. It explores how these processes
vary across different educational contexts and cultures.

» Social Inequalities: A key focus is on examining how education perpetuates or challenges
social inequalities. This includes studying disparities in educational access, attainment, and
achievement based on factors such as socioeconomic status, race, gender, and ethnicity.

e Global Perspective: It considers education within a global context, examining cross-
national differences in educational systems, policies, and outcomes. This comparative
approach helps in understanding the impact of globalization on education and educational
reforms worldwide.

» Policy Analysis: Educational sociology evaluates the impact of educational policies on
individuals, communities, and society at large. It assesses how policies address or
exacerbate issues such as educational inequities, social mobility, and workforce
development.

» Research Methods: Researchers in this field employ qualitative and quantitative research
methods to study educational phenomena. They use surveys, interviews, observations, and
statistical analysis to gather data on educational practices, experiences, and outcomes.
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e (Critical Perspective: Educational sociology often takes a critical stance toward
mainstream educational practices and policies. It examines how power dynamics,
ideologies, and cultural norms influence educational practices and outcomes, advocating
for more equitable and inclusive educational systems.

o Lifelong Learning and Education: Educational sociology recognizes that learning occurs

throughout life, not just in formal educational settings. It examines how informal and non-
formal education, such as workplace training, community programs and adult education,
contribute to individual development and societal progress. This perspective underscores
the continuous evolution of education beyond traditional schooling and the importance of
understanding lifelong learning pathways in a dynamic society.

e Scopes of sociology of education and educational
sociology

The sociology of education explores the interplay between educational
institutions and society, focusing on how social structures, inequalities, and cultural
dynamics shape educational processes and outcomes. By examining factors such as class,
race, gender, and policies, sociology of education seeks to understand how these elements
influence educational access, achievement, and social mobility.

Understanding Social Structures and Institutions:

Sociological education helps individuals comprehend how societies are structured,
including institutions like family, education, government, and economy. It explores how
these structures function, their roles in society, and their impact on individuals and groups.

Analyzing Social Patterns and Trends:

Students learn to identify and analyze patterns and trends in social behavior, such as
demographic shifts, cultural changes, and economic inequalities. This involves studying
statistical data, conducting surveys, and interpreting social phenomena over time.

Exploring Social Inequality and Social Justice:

Sociology education focuses on understanding various forms of inequality, such as
economic disparities, racial discrimination, gender inequality and social stratification. It
examines the root causes, consequences, and efforts towards achieving social justice and
equality.



12

Studying Social Change and Development:

This scope involves examining how societies evolve over time, including technological
advancements, political transformations, and cultural shifts. Sociological education
explores the factors driving change and the implications for individuals and communities.

Researching Social Interaction and Relationships:

Students delve into the dynamics of social interactions, interpersonal relationships, and
group behaviors. They study communication patterns, social networks, and the role of
norms and values in shaping human interactions within different contexts.

Understanding Globalization and Transnationalism:

Sociological education addresses the interconnectedness of societies in a globalized world.
It explores issues such as migration, global markets, cultural diffusion, and the impact of
global processes on local communities and identities.

Applving Sociological Perspectives to Real-World Issues:

This scope emphasizes the practical application of sociological theories and methods to
address contemporary social problems. Students learn to critically analyze issues like
poverty, environmental degradation, health disparities, and crime from sociological
viewpoints.

Promoting Critical Thinking and Social Awareness: Lastly, sociological education fosters
critical thinking skills by encouraging students to question assumptions, evaluate evidence,
and consider diverse perspectives. It promotes social awareness by encouraging empathy,
cultural sensitivity, and ethical responsibility in addressing societal challenges.

Each of these scopes of sociological education plays a crucial role in equipping individuals
with the knowledge and skills needed to understand, analyze, and contribute to the
complex dynamics of contemporary societies. As well as educational sociology
encompasses various dimensions of educational systems and processes examining them
through sociological theories and methods. Here are some key scopes or areas of focus
within Educational sociology:

Educational Institutions

Schools: Analysis of primary, secondary, and tertiary educational institutions, including
their organizational structures, governance, and management practices.

Universities and Colleges: Study of higher education institutions, including issues related to
access, funding, academic freedom, and student diversity.
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Educational Processes

Teaching and Learning: Exploration of teaching methods, curriculum development,
pedagogical approaches, and their impact on student engagement and learning outcomes.

Student-Teacher Interactions: Examination of relationships between students and teachers,
including how these interactions shape educational experiences and outcomes.

Educational Outcomes

Achievement and Attainment: Analysis of educational achievement, including academic
performance, graduation rates, and transitions to higher education or the workforce.

Social Mobility: Study of how educational attainment influences social mobility and
opportunities for individuals from different social backgrounds.

Social Factors in Education

Social Stratification: Investigation of how social factors such as socio-economic status, race,
ethnicity, gender, and cultural background influence educational opportunities,
experiences, and outcomes.

Inequality: Examination of educational inequalities, including disparities in access to
quality education, resources, and opportunities among different social groups.

Global and Comparative Education

Cross-Cultural Analysis: Comparative studies of educational systems and practices across
different countries and cultures, highlighting similarities, differences, and global
educational trends.

Globalization: Analysis of how globalization influences educational policies, practices, and
outcomes, including issues related to internationalization of education and global
competition.

Educational Policy and Reform

Policy Analysis: Evaluation of educational policies, reforms, and initiatives aimed at
improving educational quality, equity, and access.

Impact of Assessment: Assessment of the effectiveness and consequences of educational
policies and reforms on students, teachers, schools, and communities.

Critical Perspectives and Debates
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Critical Pedagogy: Exploration of critical perspectives on education, including theories that
challenge dominant educational practices and ideologies.

Social Justice: Examination of educational practices and policies from a social justice
perspective, aiming to address inequalities and promote inclusive education.

Technological and Digital Transformations

Digital Learning: Study of how digital technologies and online learning platforms impact
educational practices, access to education, and learning outcomes.

Technological Integration: Analysis of the integration of technology in classrooms and its
implications for teaching, learning, and educational equity.

Overall, educational sociology provides a broad framework for understanding the complex
interactions between educational institutions, societal factors, and individual experiences.
It seeks to contribute insights and knowledge that can inform policies, practices, and
reforms aimed at creating more equitable and effective educational systems.

Check your progress
3) "Sociology is the __ of society" fill in the blank.

4) What is the connection between education and sociology?

1.3 Relationship between sociology and education

From the above discussion we can clearly understand that sociology and education share a
symbiotic relationship as interconnected branches of knowledge. These two disciplines of
knowledge consider that the application of general principles of sociology to the process of
education helps an individual and also helps the society to grow in a proper way.
Educational sociologists experiments the patterns of social interaction and social roles
within the school and relation of personalities within the social groups and also inside the
school. Though sociological research works as the guidelines of educational sociology, this
knowledge is not enough to deal properly with the problems of the educational
environment. Both sociology and education are branches of knowledge which are
concerned essentially with humans and the process of human life. Education serves as a
critical subject of study within sociology, illuminating how educational systems perpetuate
or challenge social inequalities, shape identities, and contribute to societal cohesion or
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division. This interplay informs educational policies and practices, integrating sociological
insights to address disparities and foster equitable learning environments. The
intersectional analysis offered by sociology enriches our understanding of educational
dynamics, emphasizing how diverse social factors intersect to shape educational
experiences and outcomes, thus highlighting the profound interrelatedness of these
disciplines in shaping both individuals and societies. The relationship of education and
sociology can be cleared through the following points -

e Sociology is the science of society and Sociology and education are interconnected
disciplines that mutually benefit from each other's insights.

* Sociological principles are used to study social interactions, roles, and group dynamics
within schools. Also it helps educational practices, helping educators create conducive
learning environments and address social issues affecting students.

e The prime concern of sociology is to socialize the individuals where education works as
the means of achieving the goals.

* Sociology and education work together as the success of democracy which recognizes the
importance of each human being and help in the process of personality development
through education.

» Sociology tells us how to become what we want to be and education shows us the path of
it.

Thus, the relationship between sociology and education works as a discipline of the study
and practice to foster both individual growth and societal progress.

1.4 Educational sociology and curriculum

Educational sociology and curriculum are intrinsically connected fields that shape and are
shaped by societal norms, values, and structures. It examines how education functions
within broader social contexts, exploring issues such as inequality, socialisation, and
educational policies. Curriculum, on the other hand, refers to the planned educational
experiences designed to achieve specific learning goals. This book explores the intersection
of these two disciplines, highlighting their interplay and significance in shaping educational
systems worldwide.
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Emile Durkheim, a French sociologist known for his work on the sociology of education
emphasized the role of education in socializing individuals and transmitting societal norms
and values through the curriculum. Also, Paulo Freire who was a Brazilian

educator and philosopher, advocated for a curriculum that empowers students to critically
examine and challenge social inequalities and injustices. His works are known for critical
pedagogy. However we should try to keep the following principles in view while
construction educational curriculum -

e The curriculum should be designed on the basis of social context which can achieve the
sociological aims of education.

e The curriculum should be related with the present problems needs of the society so that
the pupils can relate the curriculum with the real world.

e The curriculum should advocate for all cultural values that reflects the diverse
backgrounds and experiences of students.

» To make understand the student about the dignity of labor the curriculum must design in
the way which can respect to all the vocations.

e The curriculum should advocate the Sociological perspectives for critical pedagogy
approaches that challenge dominant narratives and promote social justice through
curriculum. It explores how critical thinking skills and civic engagement can be integrated
into educational frameworks.

e The curriculum should be made in a flexible language and also in mother tongue
according to the various regions so that the pupils can easily understand.

e The curriculum must try to explore the impact of technology on design and delivery
methods. It examines how digital technologies influence teaching practices, student
engagement, and access to educational resources.

e It should be designed in a attractive way which can attract the interest of the student on
the basis of sociological perspective.

e It should be dynamic as well as reliable with time. Co-curricular activities must be
included in the curriculum according to the demand of time.

e The design of curriculum should be in the way where sociological perspectives anticipate
future trends in education, including shifts towards personalised learning, interdisciplinary
curriculum approaches, and the integration of global competencies. It explores emerging
research areas that inform curriculum development in the 21st century.
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Check your progress
5. What did Emile Durkheim emphasize about education?

6. What is Paulo Freire known for in educational sociology?

¢ Educational sociology and Method of teaching

Teaching methods encompass a spectrum of strategies and approaches used
by educators to impart knowledge and foster learning. These methods can range from
traditional lectures and textbooks to more modern techniques such as active learning,
collaborative projects, and digital resources. Each method carries its own set of
assumptions about how students learn best and how knowledge should be transmitted.

Educational sociology delves into the intricate interplay between education and society,
focusing on how social structures, norms, and interactions influence educational processes
and outcomes. At its core, it examines how teaching methods are not merely instructional
techniques but also social practices that shape students' learning experiences and their
roles within society. According to sociological point of view the structure of teaching
method should be design as per as the following mentioned points -

e The teaching method should be based on different pedagogical approaches, such as
experiential learning, collaborative learning, and direct instruction, influencing how
knowledge is transmitted and acquired.

e Teaching methods should contribute to socializing students into expected roles within
society, reinforcing norms and values through curriculum design and classroom
interactions.

e The students should get proper behavioural knowledge to adjust themselves in the
society inside and outside.

e The interaction between teachers and students is influenced by teaching methods,
affecting motivation, engagement, and the development of student-teacher relationships.
This can help in the socialisation process of students outside the classroom.

e Comparative studies of teaching methods across cultures should be there because it helps
to see how educational practices reflect and perpetuate cultural values and societal
expectations.

e The techniques of socialisation, grouping, leadership skills, communication skills etc
should be able to be learned from the method of teaching.
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They should incorporate diverse pedagogical approaches and promote socialization,
leadership, and communication skills.

Educational sociology emphasizes that the methods of teaching are deeply
intertwined with societal norms and structures, influencing how students learn, interact,
and integrate into the broader community. By considering various pedagogical approaches
and cultural contexts, educators can foster inclusive learning environments that promote
both academic achievement and social development. Hence, the design and implementation
of teaching methods should conscientiously align with these principles to empower
students with the skills and knowledge necessary for active participation and adaptation in
society.

Check your progress

7. How should teaching methods be designed sociologically?

¢ Educational sociology and Role of Teachers

In the realm of educational sociology, the role of teachers goes beyond the traditional view
of educators as mere disseminators of academic knowledge. They are fundamental agents
of socialisation who actively shape students' perspectives, values, and behaviours. This role
is executed through various means:

Firstly, by their instructional methods which not only deliver curriculum content but also
foster critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Secondly, teachers influence students
through their daily interactions, serving as role models and mentors who impart social
skills and ethical norms.

Secondly, teachers establish and maintain the organizational culture within classrooms,
setting the tone for how students interact with each other and engage with learning. This
culture can significantly impact students' sense of belonging and their attitudes towards
academic achievement.

Thirdly, teachers also serve as mediators between the formal structures of education and
the broader societal expectations placed upon students. They help students navigate their
roles within their communities, fostering a sense of civic responsibility and cultural
awareness.

Last but not the least, teachers in educational sociology are pivotal figures who not only
educate but also socialize and prepare students for their roles as future citizens. Their
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influence extends far beyond academic instruction, shaping the very fabric of society by
moulding individuals capable of contributing meaningfully and ethically to their
communities.

Thus, the significance of teachers within educational sociology lies in their dual role as
educators and socializers, ensuring the holistic development of students within the
educational system and beyond.

Check your progress
8. Mention some of the modern teaching methods.

9. What role do teachers play beyond academics according to educational sociology?

1.5 Need and importance of Educational Sociology

For the development of personality, with the biological factors and nutrition,
mainly some other factors are there which are cognition, conation, affection, thinking,
reasoning etc. All these factors affect the growth and development of the child. So for that
the sociological study of education has always been helping to a great extent. Here is the
discussion regarding all those needs and importance educational sociology as according to
the developing world -

e Understanding Educational Inequalities - Educational sociology helps identify and
address inequalities based on factors such as socio-economic status, race, gender, and

ethnicity.

e Impact of Social Structures - It explores how social structures such as family dynamics,
communities, and cultural norms influence educational outcomes. This understanding is
crucial for designing inclusive curricula and support systems.

* Role of Teachers and Institutions - It studies the roles and responsibilities of teachers and
educational institutions in shaping student experiences and outcomes. This insight helps in
fostering supportive learning environments.

e Impact on Social Mobility - By studying educational processes, it assesses their role in
facilitating or hindering social mobility. This knowledge informs efforts to enhance upward
mobility opportunities for disadvantaged groups.
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e Research and Evaluation - It provides methodologies for conducting research and
evaluation in education, ensuring that educational practices are continually assessed and
improved based on empirical evidence.

e Community Engagement and Advocacy - Educational sociologists engage with
communities and stakeholders to advocate for educational reforms that promote social
justice and equity. They collaborate with policymakers, educators, and parents to create a
conducive learning environment for all students.

» Perspectives in accordance with globalization : Educational sociology offers insights into
global educational systems and practices, facilitating cross-cultural understanding and
international cooperation in education.

This is how educational sociology works by addressing inequalities,
informing policy decisions, and promoting inclusive practices. It contributes significantly to
improving educational outcomes and fostering social progress. Embracing its insights is
essential for building equitable and effective educational frameworks global

1.6 Education: as a process of social system & socialisation

A social system is a complex and interconnected network that encompasses all the
elements of social life within a particular society. It represents the structured organisation
of relationships, institutions, and patterns of behaviour that individuals and groups engage
in to fulfill their social needs and maintain order. It involves various components such as
norms, roles, institutions, and cultural practices that together shape the dynamics of social
interaction and collective life.

Again, Education stands as a cornerstone of every society, playing a pivotal role in
shaping individuals and influencing the dynamics of social systems. Beyond mere
instruction and knowledge transfer, education serves multifaceted purposes that are
integral to the functioning and evolution of societies worldwide. It acts as a primary
institution for socialisation, imparting values, norms, and behavioural expectations that
underpin social cohesion and identity formation. Moreover, education functions as a
mechanism for social mobility, providing individuals with opportunities to improve their
socioeconomic status and contribute meaningfully to their communities. The schools work
as the most important physical aspect in the whole process.

Here's the role of education on the basis of social system -
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e Social adjustment & behaviour : Education helps individuals learn societal norms, values,
and roles necessary for functioning within a community. It teaches acceptable behaviour
and a sense of belonging & identity.

» Social Mobility : Education acts as a mechanism for social mobility, allowing individuals to
improve their social status and economic opportunities. Access to higher education can
significantly impact an individual's future prospects and social standing.

» Social Cohesion : By promoting shared values and fostering understanding among diverse
groups, education contributes to social cohesion. It helps mitigate conflicts and promotes a
more harmonious society.

e Economic Development : Education equips individuals with the knowledge and skills
required for participation in the economy. A well-educated workforce enhances
productivity, innovation, and economic growth, benefiting society as a whole.

e Cultural Transmission : Education preserves and transmits cultural heritage and
knowledge across generations. It ensures continuity in traditions, languages, and customs,
contributing to societal identity and cohesion.

* Political Awareness and Participation : Education empowers individuals to understand
political processes, rights, and responsibilities. It promotes informed citizenship and active
participation in democratic societies.

e Social Change : Education can be a catalyst for social change by challenging existing
norms and fostering critical thinking. It encourages individuals to question inequalities and

advocate for justice and equity.

e Reduction of Inequality : Education can act as a tool for reducing social inequalities by
providing equal opportunities for all individuals, regardless of their background. It can
bridge the gap between different social classes by offering access to knowledge, skills, and
resources that empower individuals to improve their socio-economic circumstances.

In this educational system the schools work as a network of social interaction
among the pupils. There are teachers, principals, students and other employees in the
school and each has defined a social position. In the field of educational sociology, schools
serve as complex social environments where students not only acquire knowledge but also
learn how to interact within a community. These interactions are essential for the
development of social skills, identity formation, and understanding of societal norms.
Schools bring together students from diverse backgrounds, providing opportunities for
them to engage with peers who may have different perspectives, beliefs, and cultural
practices. Through daily interactions in classrooms, lunchrooms, playgrounds, and
extracurricular activities, students learn empathy, cooperation, and conflict resolution.
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Teachers and school staff play crucial roles as facilitators and role models, guiding students
in navigating social relationships and promoting positive behaviour. Moreover, schools
often incorporate social and emotional learning programs that explicitly teach skills like
communication, emotional regulation, and ethical decision-making, further enhancing
students' social competence. Ultimately, schools not only impart academic knowledge but
also foster a sense of community and prepare students to become active and responsible
members of society. Thus, the role of schools in educational sociology is multifaceted,
encompassing socialisation, cultural transmission, and the promotion of social cohesion.

So, as a fundamental pillar of any social system, education is playing different roles that
shape individuals and societies alike. By facilitating socialisation, promoting social mobility,
fostering social cohesion, and transmitting cultural values, education forms the bedrock
upon which societal norms and structures are built. Moreover, education contributes
significantly to economic development by equipping individuals with the expertise
necessary to participate in and contribute to the workforce. It also enhances political
awareness, encourages social change, and crucially, works towards reducing inequalities
by providing opportunities for all members of society. Therefore, investing in education is
not just an investment in individuals but in the broader fabric of society, laying the
groundwork for a more cohesive, equitable, and prosperous future.

e Education as a process of socialisation

Educational sociology is a field that examines the relationship between educational
institutions and society, focusing particularly on how schools, colleges, and universities
contribute to the socialisation of individuals. It seeks to understand how education
influences and is influenced by broader social structures, norms, and dynamics. Also
educational sociology provides insights into how education influences individual
development and societal change, making it a critical area of study within the broader field
of sociology.

Emile Durkheim, a pioneering sociologist, made significant contributions to
our understanding of education as a societal institution. He argued that education is not
only about imparting knowledge and skills but also about fostering social solidarity and
transmitting cultural values across generations. According to Durkheim, schools serve as
moral and socialising agents, teaching individuals the norms, values, and roles that are
essential for them to function effectively within their respective societies. Socialisation
refers to the lifelong process through which individuals learn and internalise the values,
beliefs, norms, and behaviours of their culture or society. Schools and other social
institutions play significant roles in socialisation by providing structured environments
where individuals, particularly children and adolescents, learn social norms, values, and
skills. Schools and other institutions contribute to socialisation in a vast way. Schools teach
societal norms such as punctuality, respect for authority, and teamwork. Through



23

interactions with teachers, peers, and school rules, students learn what behaviours are
acceptable and expected in their society. Schools provide opportunities for children to
interact with peers from diverse backgrounds. This interaction teaches social skills such as
communication, negotiation, empathy, and cooperation, which are essential for functioning
in society. Schools also help to develop morals within the pupils. They prepare individuals
for future adult roles and responsibilities by teaching practical skills and behavioural
learning to adjust with the society. They influence how individuals perceive and enact
masculinity and femininity.

In the light of above discussion we can summarize these from the following points

ee Educational institutions work as a formation of social identity. It provides a framework
where individuals learn about their roles within society and develop their sense of identity
based on societal expectations.

¢ Schools and universities serve as platforms for transmitting cultural values, beliefs, and
practices that are essential for social cohesion.

ee Educational sociology studies how educational systems reproduce existing social
inequalities by privileging certain groups while marginalising others based on factors like
race, class, and gender.

ee Education also play the lead role in the process of preparation for Social Roles of the
individual, mechanism for social mobility, evaluates the impact of educational policies on
societal change etc.

In modern society, educational sociology addresses several key issues such as
inequality, globalisation, technology, educational policies etc. It helps individuals integrate
into society by providing them with the skills and knowledge necessary to participate
effectively in social life.

Ultimately, educational sociology underscores the crucial link between education and the
development of individuals and societies, highlighting its role in shaping the present and
future of our interconnected world.

Check your progress
10. What is a social system?
11. What role do schools play in cultural transmission?

12. What did Emile Durkheim emphasize about education?
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1.7 Let us sum up

The chapter on the Sociology of Education explores the fundamental connection between
education and sociology, highlighting their interdependent nature. It covers the meaning,
nature, and scope of both fields and examines how sociological theories inform educational
practices and policies. The chapter discusses the role of educational sociology in shaping
curricula and teaching methods, emphasizing its importance in creating equitable and
inclusive learning environments. Additionally, it underscores the need for educational
sociology in addressing societal issues and promoting social change through education.
Finally, it explains education as a process of socialization, crucial for developing social
cohesion and transmitting culture. In summary, integrating sociological perspectives into
education enhances its effectiveness and equity, benefiting society as a whole.

1.8 Further Reading

% Alan R. Sadovnik and Ryan W. Coughlan (2015) Sociology of Education: A Critical
Reader, Routledge publication.

% Shankar Rao C. N (2006) Sociological principles of sociology with an introduction
social thoughts, S. Chand & company

¢ Mathur S. S (1971) “A sociological approach to Indian Education”, Agra, Agrwal
publication.

% Richard T. Schaefer. (2006), Sociology a brief introduction, New Delhi McGraw-Hill
publication.
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1.9 Answer to check your progress

1. Educational sociology examines how social structures and processes impact
education, shaping interactions, outcomes, and institutional dynamics within
educational settings.

2. Auguste Compte.

3. Science.


https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.jstor.org/
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4. Education and sociology are connected as education reflects and influences societal
norms, values, and structures, while sociology studies how these elements shape
educational institutions and outcomes.

5. Durkheim highlighted education’s role in socializing individuals and transmitting
societal norms through the curriculum.

6. Freire advocated for a curriculum empowering students to challenge social
inequalities through critical pedagogy.

7. They should incorporate diverse pedagogical approaches and promote socialization,
leadership, and communication skills.

8. Teachers are agents of socialization, shaping students' values, behaviors, and social
skills.

9. A social system is an interconnected network of relationships, institutions, and
behaviors that fulfill social needs and maintain order.

10. Schools preserve and transmit cultural heritage and knowledge across generations.

11. Durkheim emphasized education's role in fostering social solidarity and transmitting
cultural values.

1.9 Model Questions

1. What are the natures of educational sociology?

2. What are the primary scopes or areas of focus within educational sociology?

3. Discuss briefly about sociological approaches in the field of education.

4. Explain the concept of socialisation.

5. How Education Sociology helps in developing the personality of an individual? Explain.

6. How does educational sociology influence curriculum design to cater to diverse linguistic
and regional needs?

7. Discuss the role of teachers in educational sociology, emphasizing their impact beyond
academic instruction.

8. What are the key components of a social system, and how do they contribute to the
functioning of societies?

9. What is the role of schools in cultural transmission? How do educational institutions
preserve and transmit cultural heritage across generations?

10. How does education prepare individuals for social roles and responsibilities? Provide
examples of how schools teach practical skills necessary for functioning in society.
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11. What are some key issues addressed by educational sociology in modern society?
12. Discuss the relationship between Education and Sociology.

13. How can educational sociology contribute to global educational systems and practices,
and why is cross-cultural understanding important in this context?

14. According to you, what are some challenges or criticisms faced by educational
sociology? Discuss and suggest some suitable solution on your own.

15. What are some challenges or criticisms faced by educational sociology? Discuss these
challenges and suggest suitable solutions to address them.

kskskokskok sk kskk sk k
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Unit 2
Education and Different Societal Aspects

Unit Structure:

2.0 Learning Objectives

2.1 Introduction

2.2 Concept of Socialization

2.3 Education and Society

2.4 Education and Culture

2.5 Education and Politics

2.6 National Integration and International Understanding
2.7 Let us Sum Up

2.8 Further Reading

2.9 Answer to Check Your Progress

2.10 Model Questions

2.0 Learning Objectives

v" To understand the key concepts related to socialization, education, culture, politics,
national integration, and international understanding.

v To understand the role of education in shaping social norms and values.

v To understand the reciprocal relationship between education and societal
structures.

v To understand the role of multicultural education in fostering cultural diversity and
understanding.

v" To understand the influence of political ideologies on educational systems.

v" To explore how education fosters national identity and unity & analyses the role of
global education in promoting international cooperation and peace.
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2.1 Introduction

Nelson Mandela once remarked that “Education is the most powerful weapon which you
can use to change the world”. Education stands as a lead role of societal progress and
development, shaping not only individual lives but also entire communities and nations.
The dynamics between education and various societal aspects such as economics, culture,
and governance are intricate and variety, influencing each other in profound ways. The
meaning of education differs from place to place and time to time. It has passed through
many ages and stages of evolution. Education reflects society but, in turn it has within it the
seeds of dynamics of changes and thus can keep with the fast changing world. The
enduring impact of education beyond formal instruction, permeating societal structures
and influencing the way individuals perceive and interact with their environments.

Definitions
1. “Education is the Socialization of the younger generation” - Emile Durkheim

2. “Educational Sociology is the application of scientific spirit, methods and principles of
sociology to the study of education” - M. S Gore

3. “Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in school” -
Albert Einstein

4. “Sociology is the systematic description and explanation if society viewed as a whole” -
August Comte

5. “Sociology is the science which attempts the interpretative understanding of social
action” - Max Weber

2.2 Socialization

. Concept of Socialization: Socialization is a dynamic and continuous journey where
individuals assimilate the customs, traditions, norms, values, and behavioral patterns that
define their society. When an individual interact with other person and with the different
aspects of society such as media, community groups, religious place etc, they develop a
sense of assimilation and learn the skill the communicate as well as adjustment. The
newborn is merely an organism. Socialization makes him responsive to the society. He is
socially active. He becomes a “purush” and the culture that his group inculcated in him,
humanizes him and makes him “Manusha”. The process indeed, is endless. Ross defined
socialization as the development of & “we - feeling” in the ways and manners individuals
behave in the society. In the history of social science the Blank State theory was very much
accepted which came from the Latin phrase Tabula Rasa. This theory describes that
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individuals are actually born without innate mental content, and that their knowledge and
ideas are developed through their experiences and perceptions of the world around them.
This idea contrasts with the belief that humans are born with some built-in knowledge or
predispositions. So from this theory we can say that socialization is the way of learning for
all the human being. The most important function of education is socialization. The people
who have no knowledge of the culture of their society they must learn them and they must
learn the way which their society is functioning.

o Types of Socialization

Although socialization occurs during childhood and adolescence, it also continues in middle
and adult age. There are various types of socialization which are as follows :

1. Primary Socialization: Primary socialization is the first and most important part of
socialization process. It starts at the stage of infancy and continues till the childhood
period. At this stage the individual learns language, cognitive skills, basic norms and values.
They do not have the knowledge of right or wrong, they follow their surroundings, observe
and learn indirectly.

2. Secondary Socialization : This type of socialization starts when the infants enter into the
period of childhood. At this stage an individual spend more time with other social agency
such as school, peer group or friends than the family. So it refers to the social learning
which received from the schools or other formal settings. This learning or training
continues throughout the maturity age.

3. Gender Socialization : It is the type socialization where an individual learn about
different gender roles. According to WHO Gender refers as “the socially constructed
characteristics of men and women - such as norms, roles and relationship of and between
groups of men and women”. Gender Roles refers to “social roles assigned to each sex and
labeled as masculine or feminine” (Giddens, 2014: 82)

At this stage of social learning an individual starts to see themselves as a boy or girl or
may be other types of gender. They starts dress like a particular types, behavior, living
style, thinking everything become different then the childhood period. They starts adopting
the things as according to the social acceptance for example: girls play with dolls and boys
play with toy car or gun.

4. Adult Socialization: At this stage an individual has to play other role such as husband,
wife or an employee. This is related the needs of an individual. When an individual has to
engage with different types of work or has to take the responsibilities of being a husband,
wife, parents, employee etc then they start learning a different kind of things which is more
likely to change the overt behavior. This involves all the community and social group,
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workplace, media and technology. Adult socialization is the most life changing type of
socialization where people also changed in somewhere.

5. Anticipatory Socialization: Anticipatory word was introduced by Sociologist Robert K.
Meron (1957) This type of socialization refers to a process by which an individual is
consciously socialized for the future social relationship, occupation or position. We can call
it as Selective socialization also. Through anticipatory socialization people are socialized
into groups to which they wish to or have to join so that entry into the group doesn't seem
to be very difficult.

6. Re - Socialization: Re socialization is about unlearning our old behavior or habits to
adjust with a new situation of life. Re socialization can be define as discarding previous
behaviors and norms and acquiring new ones during a life transition, often when entering a
different social environment or institutional framework. Such socialization takes place
mostly when a social role is radically changed. Sociologist Erving Goffman analysed re
socialisation in mental asylum. According to him mental asylum is a total institution in
which almost every aspect of resistance's life was controlled by the institution in order to
serve the goals of the institution.

. Nature / characteristics of socialisation:

1. Socialisation is a developmental process : Socialisation is a learning process which starts
at stage of infancy and continue throughout the whole life. A person goes through all the
different types of socialisation and develop themselves as a better person.

2. Social control and helps to control human behavior : Socialization steers individuals
towards aligning with societal norms and expectations, fostering social unity and stability.
Also it helps to control our behavior in order to maintain the social order or mechanism in
society.

3. Adaptation to Social Environment : Socialization enables individuals to adjust to their
social surroundings by equipping them with the skills to comprehend and react suitably to
diverse social settings, including home, school, work, and public contexts.

4. Socialisation takes place for both formal and informal : Socialization involves both formal
processes (like schools and workplaces) and informal interactions (with family, peers, and
media) that teach individuals societal norms and behaviors. Together, these processes help
people adapt to different social settings and contribute effectively to their communities.
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5. It is a universal & continuous process : Socialisation is universal. It is applicable for all
the human being and also for the others species in the earth. It is ongoing process through
which we all get through and learn step by step how to adjust with our surroundings
according to the needs.

Check your progress
1. What is socialization?

2. What is the purpose of re-socialization?

. Agencies of Socialisation

Socialisation is a process which is not only limited to family. It actually consist a wide range
of people and other social institutions both formal and informal through which people
learn all the societal norm, values etc. Culture is transmitted through the communication
they have with one another. To facilitate socialisation different agencies play important
roles equally and these are interrelated. We can divide the agencies as primary and
secondary for a clear understanding. Let's discuss -

e Primary Agencies of Socialisation

1. Family: According to Robert K. Merton, "It is the family which is a major

transmission belt to for the diffusion of cultural standards to the oncoming
generation”

Family is the first and primary socialisation agency of an individual. All the basic values
such as love & affection, manners & etiquettes are first taught in the family. Family works
as a mini society for the children because in consists many members including relatives
and all. Children also learn their language in the family itself. The situation and
environment within the family whether affectionate or disturbed will affect the growth of a
child accordingly.

2. Peer group: Peer group generally means a group of friends or individuals who are of
the same age with some common characteristics. School is the main place where an
individual get his or her peer group. The person or child from the neighborhood can also be
a part of peer group. Peer group influence is very effective. At the basic stage of
socialisation a child tries to follow all the nature, thinking, style from the peer group. They
consider the Peer group as first priority. They want a respectful place among their own
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peer group and so that they never do the things that is not acceptable by the peer group. So
it is also a very important agency of socialisation through which children learn various
types of aspects of society. Sometimes they also do some negative things only because of
the peer pressure.

3. Educational institutions: In a modern society Educational Institutions are the place
where child spend most of the time of his or her day. School, day care, play school etc are
the first mentionable place as a educational institutions. Also we can consider the college,
universities but these are come at a maturity stage so schools are the basic agency for the
prior knowledge of socialisation at the small age. The environment of school, the teachers,
friends all these effect on the socialisation process of a child. It is the educational
institutions where culture is formally transmitted and as well as they learn language,
subjects, concept of time, discipline, team work, cooperation, competition, helping each
other etc. That is why schools are come after the family in the process of socialisation.

e Secondary Agencies of Socialisation

1. Occupation or Work place: Once an individual enters in a work place that become a place
of socialisation. The occupation choose by a person decide the work place. While working
the individual learns and understands the relations of cooperation, adjustment mechanism
with different people, managing task and also learning hierarchies, roles, and expected
behaviors within the context of employment.

2. Mass Media: In the era of technology Mass media, encompassing television, films, the
internet, and social platforms, holds considerable sway in molding attitudes, beliefs, and
behaviors. It serves as a potent force in either reinforcing established cultural norms and
values or presenting challenges to them, thereby shaping individuals' perceptions of self
and others. But at the stage of early childhood parents need to monitor what their children
watch on TV, mobile, internet as it affects their children's mental and physical
development.

3. Religion: The proper and real meaning of any religion always impart a secular mentality
into a person. It helps them to socialize with the environment and society in an ethical way
which can be considered as guidance for a person. Religious institutions, such as churches,
mosques, temples, and synagogues provide religious education, rituals and moral guidance.

4. Political party and legal system: Political parties play a role in shaping individuals'
political beliefs, values, and behaviors through their platforms, campaigns, and ideologies.
Simultaneously, the legal system establishes norms, rules, and consequences that guide and
regulate societal behavior and teaches about individuals about rights, responsibilities, and
the consequences of their actions, thereby fostering a sense of social order and justice.
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Check your progress

3. What are the agencies of Socialization?
4. What is the significance of educational institutions in socialization?

2.3 Education and Society

Concept of Society: A Society is a complex and interconnected web of individuals who come
together to form communities, groups, and larger social structures. It is a group of
organized individuals. Though the society is made up of individuals but, they work
together. According to Maclver and Page society is "a system of usages and procedures of
authority and mutual aid of many groupings and divisions, of controls of human behavior
and liberties”. Society is the largest permanent group with common mode of life.

Society and education is deeply interconnected. Education is the main key for the
formation of society. Education and society both has mutual duties and responsibilities
towards each other. In a society the living style, thinking process, traditional values, norms
everything related with the education system of that particular society. There are specific
duties of societies towards education which are -

= Establishment of school

= Establishment of libraries and Gyms

= Provision of vocational education

= Provision of Academic and Cultural education
= Provision of Adult Education

= Seeking co - operation of other agencies etc.

¢ Influence of Education on Society

Education exerts a profound and transformative influence on society, impacting its various
facets in nuanced and significant way.

1. Empowerment of Individuals: Education empowers individuals by imparting knowledge
and skills essential for pursuing fulfilling careers, fostering economic development, and
enabling informed choices in both personal and professional domains.

2. Preservation of social and cultural heritage: Education preserves the own social and
cultural heritage in the forms of customs, traditions, folkways, mores, religion etc. It also
stimulates creativity and critical thinking, promoting cultural expression and adaptation to
changing global dynamics.
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3. Developing Social feelings: Education promotes social cohesion by cultivating
comprehension, empathy, and appreciation for diversity, thereby playing a crucial role in
creating inclusive societies where individuals from varied backgrounds can peacefully
coexist.

4, Social change and reforms: By educating individuals on concepts such as justice, equality,
and human rights we can empower them to critically evaluate and challenge prevailing
societal norms, advocate effectively for marginalized communities, and actively contribute
to the establishment of a fairer and more inclusive society. Moreover, educated individuals
are more likely to engage in informed discourse, participate in democratic processes, and
support initiatives aimed at addressing social injustices and promoting positive change.

5. Educated Population: When the population is Educated, it can help in fostering economic
development by driving innovation, entrepreneurship, and technological advancement.
These capabilities are key factors for enhancing economic competitiveness and achieving a
sound, safe and sustainable development goals.

6. Enhancement of well public health: Educated individuals are more inclined to adopt
healthier lifestyles, utilize healthcare services effectively, and actively support public health
initiatives, thereby contributing to overall community well-being.

7. Reduce poverty and inequality: To reduce poverty and inequality in the society education
work as an instrumental agency. Education helps to improve the economic prospects,
lower the income gaps, and in fostering economic growth within the society through
individuals.

8. Advancement of Democratic Values: Educated citizens are actively engage in civic
participation, uphold democratic principles and maintain the governmental accountability.

This is how, education works for the continuous progress of a society by shaping the
broader fabric of communities and nations through each and every individual.

Check your progress

5. Who defines society as a system of authority and mutual aid?
6. What empowers individuals by imparting knowledge?
7. In what ways does education preserve cultural heritage?

2.4 Education and Culture

Meaning of Culture: Culture is the expression encompasses various elements such as
beliefs, values, customs, language, traditions, rituals, arts, and ways of life. These elements
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together shape how individuals within a society perceive the world, interact with each
other, and interpret their experiences. Culture is not just a superficial set of behaviors or
customs; it runs deep into the core of societal identity and influences nearly every aspect of
human life. Essentially, culture acts as a lens through which people understand their
surroundings and navigate their lives.

Culture is closely related to education. The educational system of any society has a
clear impact on its culture. The basis of educational system of a society is its needs and they
are fulfilled by education. Culture plays a fundamental role in education by influencing
what is taught, how it is taught, and why certain knowledge is deemed important within a
particular society. It defines the content of educational curricula, shaping subjects such as
history, literature, art, and language to reflect the cultural heritage and values of the
community. For example, history textbooks often emphasize events and figures that are
significant to the nation's identity, while literature curricula may prioritize works that
reflect cultural norms and ideals.

e Characteristics of Culture

1. Culture is learned: Human beings are not born with culture. It is a learning process
through which an individual mold his behavior.

2. It is a continuous and dynamic process: Culture exists as a continuous process and
also it changed with time. Sociologist Linton called culture “the social heritage” of man.

3. Shared Beliefs and Values: Culture involves commonly held beliefs, moral principles,
and standards that guide people's behavior and shape their worldview

4, Norms and Customs: Cultural norms are societal expectations and customary
behaviors that govern interactions, etiquette, and social conduct within a community.

5. Language and Communication: Language serves as a fundamental tool for
communication, encompassing verbal and non-verbal forms of expression that facilitate the
transmission of cultural knowledge and identity.

6. Symbols and Rituals: Cultural symbols and rituals are tangible and symbolic
expressions that represent shared beliefs, values, and traditions, fostering cultural identity
and continuity across generations.

7. Social Structure and Institutions: Cultures exhibit distinct social structures,
encompassing familial relationships, community organizations, political systems, and
economic arrangements that shape societal interactions and hierarchies.
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8. Arts and Aesthetics: Cultural expressions through various forms of art, music,
literature, dance, and theater reflect unique creative expressions, societal values, and
aesthetic sensibilities.

9. Cultural Diversity and Change: Cultures evolve over time through interactions with
other cultures, technological advancements, migration, and shifting social norms, resulting
in cultural diversity, adaptation, and transformation.

10.  Food and Cuisine: Culinary traditions and cuisine are integral aspects of culture,
embodying regional flavors, cooking techniques, and communal dining practices that
reflect cultural heritage and identity.

11.  Education and Knowledge Transmission: Cultural traditions include methods of
transmitting knowledge, skills, and values through formal education systems,
apprenticeships, storytelling, and oral traditions that preserve cultural practices and
beliefs.

12. Technology and Material Culture: Cultural artifacts, tools, architecture, and
technological innovations reflect societal interactions with the environment, influencing
daily life, economic practices, and community identity.

13. Attitudes towards Time: Cultural attitudes toward time management, punctuality,
and the pace of life shape daily routines, business practices, and social interactions within a
society.

14.  Environmental Adaptation and Sustainability: Cultures develop practices and
traditions adapted to their natural environment, including sustainable resource
management, agricultural techniques, and ecological knowledge that ensure harmonious
interaction with surroundings.

15.  Gender Roles and Identity: Cultural norms define expectations and behaviors
related to gender roles, influencing family dynamics, work environments, and societal
perceptions of identity and equality.

16.  Conflict Resolution and Justice Systems: Cultural practices for resolving disputes,
maintaining social order, and administering justice include legal systems, traditional
conflict resolution methods, and community-based approaches aligned with cultural values
of fairness and accountability.

17. Health Beliefs and Practices: Cultural beliefs about health, illness, and wellness
influence medical practices, healing traditions, and approaches to healthcare delivery,
shaping individual and community health outcomes.
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18.  Globalization and Cultural Exchange: Cultures interact and exchange ideas globally
through trade, travel, media, and technology, resulting in cultural diffusion, hybridization of
traditions, and the emergence of new cultural identities and expressions.

. Relationship between education and culture

The interplay between education and culture is deep-rooted and intricate, involving
both the preservation of cultural heritage and the molding of personal and collective
perspectives. Education acts as a fundamental conduit through which cultural values,
traditions, and knowledge are passed down across generations. Within formal educational
frameworks, not only academic learning but also societal norms, linguistic skills, historical
accounts, and artistic expressions are imparted, collectively shaping the essence of a
culture. This transmission not only sustains cultural continuity but also fosters a sense of
community and shared identity among its members. Furthermore, education significantly
influences individuals' outlooks and moral frameworks, often echoing and reinforcing
cultural norms and beliefs. School curricula and teaching methodologies typically mirror
prevailing cultural narratives, thereby influencing individual’s perceptions of self, others,
and the broader world.

Again, culture exerts a profound influence on education by shaping societal attitudes
towards learning, academic success, and the role of education in personal and societal
growth. Various cultural elements such as familial expectations, societal norms, and
economic circumstances play pivotal roles in determining access to education and
educational outcomes. For example, cultural beliefs regarding gender roles or social
hierarchies can impact educational policies and practices, influencing the opportunities
available to different societal groups. Moreover, as societies progress and confront new
challenges such as globalization and technological advancements, educational systems
must evolve to address shifting cultural and societal demands. This dynamic interplay
underscores the importance of nurturing inclusive educational environments that uphold
and celebrate cultural diversity, while also fostering critical thinking and innovation crucial
for adapting culturally and advancing society.

So, the highlights of the impact of Culture on Education are here :

. Curriculum Development: Educational curricula are significantly shaped by cultural
influences, impacting the content and structure of textbooks, materials, and teaching
methods. Subjects like history, literature, and social studies reflect cultural values, norms,
and historical perspectives relevant to the community where education takes place.
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. Teaching Styles and Methods: Cultural norms and values influence how educators
approach teaching methods and styles. Educators adapt their approaches to align with
cultural preferences for communication.

. Language of Instruction: Culture plays an impactful role in determining the
language(s) used for teaching. Language not only facilitates communication but also carries
cultural meanings and identities. The choice of language in education impacts students'
sense of belonging, understanding of cultural concepts, and access to educational
opportunities.

. Inclusion and Diversity: Cultural diversity among students shapes educational
policies and practices concerning inclusivity and equity. Schools and educational
institutions develop initiatives to celebrate cultural diversity, accommodate diverse
learning needs, and foster inclusive environments that respect students' -cultural
backgrounds.

. Educational Outcomes and Success: Cultural factors significantly influence
educational outcomes and academic achievement. Socio-cultural elements such as family
expectations, societal attitudes toward education, and cultural beliefs about success impact
students' motivation, engagement, and aspirations in learning.

To conclude, culture deeply influences education across various integrations, including
curriculum development, teaching approaches, language selection, and the creation of
inclusive learning environments. Recognizing and comprehending these cultural influences
are crucial for enhancing learning effectiveness, meeting the diverse needs of students, and
striving towards equitable educational achievements. Embracing cultural diversity and
adjusting educational strategies accordingly are essential steps in fostering an enriched
educational experience that empowers every student to succeed.

Check your progress

8. Whatis culture?
9. What role does language play in culture?

2.5 Education and Politics

. Meaning of politics: Politics encompasses the mechanisms through which societies
manage conflicts, allocate resources, and establish norms and rules that govern collective
behavior. It involves the art and science of negotiation, compromise, and strategic
maneuvering to address diverse challenges ranging from economic inequality and
environmental sustainability to questions of justice and human rights. Moreover, politics is
not confined to formal governmental structures but extends into every sphere of human
interaction where decisions are made that impact the distribution of power and resources.
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. Relationship between Education and Politics

Now, if we analyses the relationship between education and politics then we will see that
all educational policies are based on the ideology of socialism. The socialism of a society is
related to the political context of the particular society. Here is a detail discussion about the
relationship between Education and Politics :

1. Education significantly influences individual’s political engagement by fostering
awareness of civic responsibilities and enhancing their ability to participate effectively in
political processes. Educated individuals demonstrate higher rates of voting, engage more
actively in political discourse, and participate in various forms of activism and advocacy.

2. Education can influence people's political beliefs and ideologies.

3. Education is closely tied to socioeconomic status, which in turn affects political
power dynamics. If people can get a good education, it can help them challenge the way
things are in politics. But if not everyone gets the same chances for a good education, it can
make these differences in wealth worse.

4. Political decisions and policies significantly impact educational systems, including
funding levels, curriculum development, teacher training, and access to resources. Also it
effects on the quality of educational outcomes.

5. Education often teaches values like being tolerant, respecting different kinds of
people, and understanding how democracy works. When more people are well-educated, it
usually helps society stay together and makes politics more stable.

6. When people have less chance to get a good education, it can make differences in
politics worse. It can leave certain groups out of important decisions and make it harder for
them to take part in politics. Fixing these differences in education is really important for
making sure everyone can be part of the political system.

7. Teachers and educators are really important because they help students understand
how politics work. The way teachers see things and how they teach can make a big
difference in how interested students are in politics and how much they know about it.

8. Throughout history, education has been a catalyst for social movements and
political change. Movements for civil rights, gender equality, and environmental
sustainability often have their roots in educational institutions and intellectual discourse.
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Check your progress

10. What is the relation between education and politics?

2.6 Education in relation to Secularism, National integration and International
Understanding

. Concept of Secularism

The concept of secularism revolves around the idea of separating religious institutions and
beliefs from the affairs of the state. It emphasizes a neutral stance by governments and
public institutions concerning matters of religion, ensuring that no single religion or
religious group dominates or dictates policies. The word secularism was first used by
George Jacob Holyoake. He derived it from the Latin word “saeculum” which means “this
present age”. According to Jawaharlal Nehru secularism is "the attitude of impartiality or
indifference towards all religions." Again Gandhi, who was the leader of India's
independence movement, had a nuanced view of secularism, advocating for "sarva dharma
sambhava," which translates to "equal respect for all religions." He envisioned secularism
as mutual respect among all religions rather than mere indifference.

Characteristics of Secular states
The state as such as no religion of its own.
It does not award preferential treatment to the followers of any faith.

It does not discriminate against any person on account of his faith.
All citizens are eligible to enter government service irrespective of the faith.

o O O O

o Education and secularism

Education empowers individuals to engage in reasoned discourse, challenging
dogmatic thinking and promoting tolerance. A well-educated populace is more likely to
appreciate the importance of separating religious beliefs from public policy and
governance, thus upholding the principle of secularism. Investing in education not only
empowers individuals but also contributes significantly to the promotion and preservation
of secular values in a diverse society.

Educational implications of secularism: Secularism is laid down in the constitution that
religious minorities are free to establish their educational institution from grant.

o Secularism is a philosophy of moral education.
o Ithelpsin the developmental of liberal attitudes and values.
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[t develops wide vision.

It develops an attitude of appreciation and understanding others point of view.
Secular education develops democratic values.

It also develops scientific temper of mind.

It serves as an antidote to religious fanaticism and hatred.

o O O O O

Check your progress

11. Who coined the word secularism first?

12. What is the meaning of “sarva dharma sambhava”?
13. What does secularism ensure?

14. What is the secular education's key benefit?

. National Integration

Meaning of National Integration: On achieving independence in 1947, we at once become
pledged to build up India into a secular democratic republic, based on the Principles of
social and economic justice. India is a big country where people of different religious live.
Here different languages are spoken and due to geographical conditions, climate is also
varying in different areas.

National Integration implies a feeling of oneness which may transcend all
groups or cultural differences and synthesis the different religions live. It refers to the unity
and solidarity among people from different cultural, social, and regional backgrounds
within a country. It involves fostering a sense of belonging and shared identity among
citizens, regardless of their differences. This can be achieved through promoting mutual
respect, understanding, and tolerance among diverse communities. National integration
aims to create a cohesive society where all individuals contribute positively towards the
development and well-being of the nation, working together despite their varied
backgrounds and beliefs.

Different Integrations of National Integration: As National Integration is a very
comprehensive term it is concerned with all aspects of national life which are interrelated.

* Social Integration * Security Integration
* Cultural Integration * Environmental Integration

* Political Integration * International Relations



* Economic Integration

* Educational Integration

* Psychological Integration

* Racial Integration

* Geographical integration
* Regional integration

* Emotional integration

* Religious Integration
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e National Integration and Barriers: The problems of national and emotional

integration before in India are very poor due to the following reasons :
Historical background

Several Religions
Different Cultures

Social inequalities
Worthy leadership
Untouchability
Selfishness
Political practices

Favouritism

©c 0O 0O 0O 0 O oo 0O o o o o o o

Unemployment

Economic disparities

Different regional states
Varieties of languages
Lack of proper education
Reservations and quotes

National Integration and Role of Education

National integration means bringing people of a country together to feel united and work
together, even if they are different in terms of culture, religion, language, or background.
It's about creating a strong sense of unity and solidarity among all citizens. Education plays
a very important role in achieving national integration. It helps people understand their
country's history, values, and what it means to be part of that nation. By learning about
different cultures, traditions, and languages within their country, education promotes
respect and reduces misunderstandings. It also teaches important values like tolerance and
inclusivity, and encourages everyone to contribute positively to society as responsible
citizens. In simpler terms, education helps unite people by teaching them about their
shared identity as citizens of a country, and by promoting understanding and respect for

each other's differences.
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According to Dr. Radhakrishnan “National integration cannot be built by brick and
mortar. It cannot be carved by chisel and hammer. It has to grow silently in the minds and
hearts of the people residing in the country. The only process is the process of education.”

Some Recommendations of the Emotional Integration Committee:

1. Reorientation of the Curriculum - The school or college curriculum should be
reoriented to suit the need of a secular state. It helps to build a cohesive society where
diversity is celebrated, mutual respect is nurtured, and national unity is strengthened
through education.

2. Co-curricular activities : Co-curricular activities is considered as the important part
because these activities include common observance and celebration of festivals and events
of national importance, sports, educational excursion, tours, picnics, military training like
NCC, ACC, Scouts and guides, student camps, debates, symposium, dramatics and youth
festivals.

3. Text books : The text books play their legitimate role in strengthening emotional
integration. It is necessary that they may be re oriented and improved. Special care needs
to be taken for preparation of text books.

4, Celebration of National Days : National Days January 26, August 15 and October 2
etc should be celebrated in schools with full participation of teachers, students and the
community.

5. Uniform of School Children : It is desirable for school children , one common
uniform for whole India is not necessary. School may have their own preference in regard
to colour and pattern.

6. Reference to National flag : Students should be told the history of the National flag
and fought at the earliest stage to show reverence for national flag.

7. Special talks on unity and the oneness of the country : Special meetings of the school
assembly should be held from time to time and the speakers speak to the children on topics
dealing with the unity and oneness of the country.

8. Open-Air-Drama : Open - air-dramas emphasizing the ideals of national unity be
staged four times a year by every school

9. Also they recommended for different school improvement program, Suitable
handbooks for teachers, Free ship and scholarship, all India award, school project etc.

National Policy on Education (1986) and Modified in 1992 on National Integration:
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e Promotion of National Values: The policy stresses the importance of fostering values
such as democracy, socialism, secularism, equality, justice, liberty, fraternity, and
the unity and integrity of the nation.

e (Cultural Harmony: Emphasis is placed on cultivating a composite culture that
appreciates India's diverse cultural tapestry while emphasizing national unity.

e Language Diversity: It advocates for the promotion of multilingualism and the study
of languages from different regions of India to promote mutual understanding and
national unity.

e Curriculum Enrichment: The policy recommends integrating content into the
curriculum that highlights India's freedom struggle history, regional contributions
to national development, and cultural heritage.

e Social Cohesion Promotion: Educational institutions are Celebration of National
Events: Schools and colleges are urged to celebrate national festivals and significant
days related to national unity to instill a sense of pride and belonging in students.

e Awareness Initiatives: Organizing workshops, seminars, cultural exchanges, and
awareness programs is suggested to deepen appreciation, respect, and
understanding of India's diverse cultures and traditions.

e Teacher's Role: Teachers play a crucial role in promoting national integration by
imparting values of tolerance, respect for diversity, and understanding among
students.

Check your progress
15. What does national integration promote?
16. What is a key focus of the National Policy on Education (1986/1992)?

17. Mention some barriers of national integration before independence in India?

¢ International Understanding

Meaning: International understanding means that people and countries around the world
should know about each other, respect each other, and work together. It's about going
beyond differences in culture, politics, and beliefs to create empathy, talk openly, and
cooperate on a worldwide level. This idea is really important today because our world is
more connected than ever. Issues like climate change, global health problems, and
economic ties need all countries to work together and understand each other to find
solutions that benefit everyone.
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According to UNESCO, it involves "the recognition of different cultural values and the
development of a capacity for empathy with people from different cultures." Former UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan described it as".

International understanding goes beyond just accepting others. It encourages people to
actively connect and care about each other across countries. It's about appreciating
differences, finding ways to agree, and living peacefully together. To achieve this, we need
education, cultural exchanges, diplomacy, and community efforts that encourage talking
and building relationships between people and nations. The goal is to make our world
more peaceful and united, and to work together on big problems like climate change and
making life better for everyone.

e Education and International Understanding

International understanding facilitated through education is the top most factors of global
harmony and cooperation. In an increasingly interconnected world, where interactions
between diverse cultures, economies, and societies are commonplace, the role of education
in fostering mutual respect and empathy cannot be overstated. Education serves as a
powerful weapon for breaking down cultural barriers, dispelling stereotypes, and
cultivating a deep appreciation for the richness of human diversity. Through structured
learning experiences, individuals gain insights into different cultural practices, beliefs, and
histories, which contribute to a more informed and tolerant worldview. This exposure not
only promotes respect for cultural differences but also encourages dialogue and
collaboration across borders. By nurturing these values from an early age, educational
institutions lay the foundation for future generations to engage thoughtfully and
constructively on a global stage.

Moreover, education equips individuals with the necessary skills and knowledge to
navigate complex global challenges, such as climate change, poverty, and geopolitical
tensions. International understanding through education is not merely about acquiring
academic knowledge but also about embracing universal values of tolerance, cooperation,
and respect. It is through this collective commitment to education that societies can
cultivate a more inclusive and harmonious global community, where differences are
celebrated and common humanity prevails.

e Implications of International Understanding

By focusing on the following approaches, countries can help create a world where everyone
values diversity and works together peacefully -
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Exchanging Cultures: Programs that let people share their traditions and ideas help
break stereotypes and build empathy.

Learning Together: Schools teaching about different countries and global issues help
students understand diverse cultures and histories.

Talking it Out: Countries resolving issues through peaceful discussions and
understanding each other's perspectives build trust.

Media for Understanding: Media that shows accurate portrayals of different cultures
and avoids sensationalism helps shape positive views.

Language Bridges: Learning more languages helps people communicate better
across different countries and cultures.

Working Together: Countries teaming up to solve big global problems like climate
change and poverty build solidarity.

Respecting Rights: Protecting people's rights everywhere promotes acceptance of
differences and a culture of fairness.

Cultural Connections: Using arts, music, literature, and sports to celebrate and
understand different cultures.

Travel and Friendship: Encouraging travel and tourism creates opportunities for
people to meet and learn from each other.

Understanding Beliefs: Talking respectfully about different religions and spiritual
beliefs helps foster tolerance and respect.

e Ways and Means of International Understanding through Educational
Institutions

In our interconnected world today, it is not easy for schools and colleges to focus on
building international understanding and cultural awareness. These institutions play a key
role in preparing students to succeed globally by introducing initiatives that encourage
empathy, cross-cultural appreciation, and respect for diversity. By involving students,
schools and colleges not only enrich their learning experiences but also equip them with
the necessary skills and outlooks to thrive in a world where connections across borders are

increasingly important. Here’s some effective strategies tailored for both schools and

colleges to enhance international understanding, emphasizing practical approaches -

For Schools:

o Cultural Exchange Programs: Schools can organize exchange programs where

students from different countries visit each other's schools and stay with host
families. This direct interaction allows students to experience different cultures
firsthand, fostering empathy, respect, and lifelong friendships.

Multicultural Events and Celebrations: Schools can host events such as international
days, cultural festivals, or food fairs that showcase diverse traditions and cuisines.
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These events expose students to the richness of global cultures, promoting
tolerance, appreciation for diversity, and a sense of inclusivity.

o Language Learning: Schools offer foreign language classes where students can learn
languages spoken in other countries. Language skills facilitate cross-cultural
communication, breaking down language barriers and encouraging understanding
of different linguistic and cultural nuances.

o Virtual Exchanges and Pen Pal Programs: Schools can use technology to connect
students with peers in other countries through virtual classrooms or online
platforms. Virtual exchanges provide regular interaction despite geographical
distances, allowing students to share perspectives, learn about different cultures,
and develop global friendships.

o Global Curriculum Integration: Incorporating global issues, perspectives, and
literature into various subjects across the curriculum. Integrating global content
broadens student’s worldview, encourages critical thinking about global challenges,
and promotes cultural awareness and sensitivity from an early age.

For College:

o Study Abroad Program: Colleges offer opportunities for students to study abroad for
a semester or year in different countries. Studying abroad enhances language
proficiency, cultural understanding, and adaptability, preparing students for global
careers and fostering a deeper appreciation for diverse cultures and perspectives.

o International Projects and Collaboration: Colleges facilitate joint research projects,
international conferences, or community service initiatives with universities in
other countries. Collaborative projects enhance students' global competencies,
problem-solving skills, and cross-cultural communication abilities, while addressing
global issues collaboratively.

o Peace Education and Conflict Resolutions: Colleges offer courses or workshops on
global conflicts, human rights, peace building, and conflict resolution. Through peace
education, students gain insights into global challenges, develop empathy, and learn
strategies to promote dialogue, tolerance, and peaceful coexistence in diverse
societies.

o Cultural Diversity Initiative: Colleges promote cultural diversity through clubs,
cultural exchange programs, and events that celebrate and educate about various
cultures. These initiatives create inclusive campus environments, encourage
intercultural dialogue, and empower students to appreciate and respect cultural
differences, preparing them to thrive in multicultural workplaces.

To conclude, it is hard for the educational institutions to promote understanding between
people from different countries. But education as a power full force works in alleviating
misunderstandings, tensions and persecutions arising out variations in peoples and in
culture. Schools and colleges do this by organizing cultural exchanges, teaching languages,
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including global topics in classes, and working on projects together. These activities help
students learn about different cultures and develop skills they need to succeed in a global
community. By encouraging empathy and respect for diversity, educational institutions
prepare students to make positive contributions in a world where cooperation across
borders is increasingly important.

Check your progress
19. What do you understand by international understanding?
20. What does international understanding promote?

21. What is a benefit of study abroad programs?

2.7: Let us sum up

This chapter highlights the role of education in shaping societal dynamics, from integrating
individuals into social norms through socialization to influencing and reflecting cultural
values and political ideologies. It explores how education fosters national integration and
international understanding, promoting unity and cooperation within diverse societies and
across global borders. By addressing social, cultural, and political aspects, education not
only influences individual development but also contributes to social cohesion and global
harmony, preparing individuals to engage effectively in a complex, interconnected world.

2.8  Further reading

% Sinha, R. K. (2010). Education and Society. Concept Publishing Company. 11/24,
East Patel Nagar, New Delhi - 110008, India.

% Sharma, S. K. (2006). Culture and Education in India. Atlantic Publishers &

Distributors. 5, A/2, 1st Floor, Jangpura-B, New Delhi - 110014, India.

% Jayal, N. G. (2007). Political Economy of Education in India. Sage Publications. 44,
Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi - 110017, India.



49

% Gokhale, V. M. (2001). National Integration and Education. Kanishka Publishers.
2/18, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi - 110002, India.

% Sharma, G. K. (2004). International Understanding through Education. Rawat
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2.9 Answer to Check Your Progress:

1. Socialization is a dynamic and continuous journey where individuals assimilate the
customs, traditions, norms, values, and behavioral patterns that define their society.

2. The purpose of re socialization is unlearning our old behavior or habits to adjust
with a new situation of life.

3. The agencies of socialization are primary and secondary.

4, Educational institutions shape socialization by teaching cultural norms and social
skills in structured settings, complementing family influences.

5. Maclver and Page

6. Education

7. Form of customs, traditions, folkways, mores, religion etc.

8. Culture is the expression encompasses various elements such as beliefs, values,

customs, language, traditions, rituals, arts, and ways of life.

9. Language is a key tool for communication, using verbal and non-verbal expression
to convey cultural knowledge and identity.

10.  Education shapes political engagement and beliefs, while politics influences
educational policies and access.

11.  George Jacob Holyoake
12.  "Equal respect for all religions”
13.  Separation of religion and state.

14.  Develop democratic values and scientific temper.
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16.

17.

18.

19.
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Unity among diverse groups.

Promotion of national values and cultural harmony.

Historical background

Several Religions, Different Cultures, Economic disparities, Social inequalities etc.

International understanding means that people and countries around the world

should know about each other, respect each other, and work together.

20.

21.

Global empathy and cooperation.

To improve cultural understanding and language skills.

2.10 Model Questions

1.

Discuss the historical development and significance of the term 'sociology.' How did
August Comte's introduction of this term shape the field, and what are the
foundational principles that distinguish sociology from other social sciences?
Analyze the contributions of Emile Durkheim to the field of sociology, particularly in
relation to educational sociology. How did Durkheim's theories on socialization and
the role of education influence modern educational practices and policies?

Evaluate the relationship between educational sociology and curriculum design.
How do sociologists ensure that educational curricula are inclusive and cater to the
diverse linguistic, cultural, and regional needs of students in a multicultural society?
Examine the role of schools in the cultural transmission process. How do
educational institutions preserve cultural heritage, promote cultural diversity, and
address the challenges of maintaining cultural identity in a rapidly globalizing
world?

Define and explore the scope of educational sociology. What are the primary areas
of focus within this field, and how do sociologists study the interaction between
education and other social institutions?

Discuss the impact of socialization on individual development from infancy to
adulthood. How do various agents of socialization, such as family, schools, peer
groups, and media, contribute to the formation of social norms, values, and
behaviors?

Analyze the concept of anticipatory socialization as introduced by Robert K. Merton.
How does this process prepare individuals for future social roles, and what are the
implications of anticipatory socialization for career development and social
mobility?
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8. Investigate the interplay between education and political ideologies. How do
different political ideologies influence educational systems, policies, and practices?
Provide examples of how political contexts shape the goals and outcomes of
education in various countries.

9. Discuss the role of educational institutions in fostering international understanding
and global harmony. How do schools and colleges implement strategies to promote
empathy, cross-cultural appreciation, and respect for diversity? Provide examples of
specific programs and initiatives.

10. Explain the role of education in promoting national integration. How do initiatives
like curriculum reorientation, co-curricular activities, and celebrating national days
foster unity among diverse cultural, religious, and linguistic groups?
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Unit 3
Social Change and Aspects

Unit Structure:

3.0 Learning Objectives

3.1 Introduction

3.2 Social Change - meaning, definitions and nature
3.3 Aspects of Social Change

3.3.1 Urbanization

3.3.2 Modernization

3.3.3 Westernization

3.7 Let us sum up

3.8 Further reading

3.9 Answer to check your progress

3.10 Model Questions

3.0 Learning Objectives

v" To understand the meaning of Social Change

v" To understand the concept of Urbanization, Modernization and westernization

v" To Understand the Educational connection with the above mentioned topics and
also educational implication for the same

3.1 Introduction

In the tapestry of human history, the phenomenon of social change weaves a complex
narrative of evolution and adaptation. Change is the permanent thing of nature. From the
dawn of civilization to the present day, societies have undergone profound transformations
driven by a myriad of factors — technological advancements, ideological shifts, economic
forces, and cultural movements, among others. Understanding the dynamics of social
change not only unravels the past but also illuminates the paths forward in our
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interconnected world. Through this chapter we aim to understand how societies move
forward, deal with conflicts, or find balance. This will help us to see the complexities of our
fast-changing world more clearly.

Education is essential for driving social change. When societies educate their people,
new ideas emerge, beliefs evolve, and economies change. Studying how education impacts
social change gives us valuable insights into how societies grow and adjust over time.

3.2 Social Change

Meaning: Social change is the process where societal aspects like behaviors, beliefs, norms,
and structures undergo transformation with time. This evolution spans cultural, economic,
political, and technological dimensions within a society, influencing individuals and
communities in different ways. It occurs due to factors such as advancements in
technology, shifts in ideologies, demographic changes, and social movements, shaping how
societies adapt and respond to new challenges and opportunities.

¢ Definitions of Social Change

Karl Marx: "Social change is the change in social relationships or in the institutions of
society, such as family, property, or religion."

Max Weber: "Social change is the change in the composition of social relations that typically
results from alterations in the number and characteristics of the persons sustaining these
relationships.”

Emile Durkheim: "Social change is the change in social structures and social institutions
over time."

UNESCO: "Social change refers to the transformation of culture, behavior, social
institutions, and social structure over time."

Charles Horton Cooley: "Social change is the process by which alterations occur in the
structure and function of a social system."

William Fielding Ogburn: "Social change is a term used to describe variations in, or
modifications of, any aspect of social processes, social patterns, social interaction, or social
organization.”

. Nature of Social Change
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Understanding social change requires recognizing its continuous nature, its varied

impact across different aspects of society, and the diverse causes and consequences that
influence its course. The changes can be occurred positive or negative way. The Nature of
Social Changes as follows -

©)

It is a Continuous Process: Social change is a perpetual phenomenon, occurring
constantly as societies navigate new challenges and opportunities. It doesn’t occur
suddenly but rather unfolds gradually over time. For example, advancements in
technology lead to changes in how people communicate and work, which in turn
alters social norms and relationships.

Complex and Multiple: Social change is difficult because it involves a multitude of
interconnected factors. These include technological innovations, shifts in cultural
beliefs and values, changes in economic structures, political developments, and
alterations in individual behaviors and attitudes. Each of these factors interacts with
and influences the others, creating a web of interconnected changes.

Uneven and Varied: Not all parts of society change at the same pace or in the same
way. Different regions, social groups, or aspects of life may experience change
differently. For instance, urban areas might adopt new technologies faster than rural
areas due to differences in infrastructure and access to resources. Similarly, social
attitudes towards issues like gender equality or environmental sustainability can
evolve at different rates across different demographics.

Caused by Multiple Factors: Social change is rarely caused by a single factor. Instead,
it typically results from a combination of various factors interacting with each other.
For example, changes in technology can influence economic structures and
employment patterns, which in turn affect social norms and behaviors. Political
decisions and policies also play a significant role in shaping the direction and force
of social change.

Influenced by Human Agency: While social change is influenced by broader social
forces and trends, human decisions and actions actually play the main role.
Individuals and groups can actively promote or resist change through their choices,
behaviors, and collective actions. Movements advocating for civil rights,
environmental protection or technological innovation illustrate how human agency
can drive societal transformation.

Consequences and Implications: Social change brings about both intended and
unintended consequences that ripple through society. These consequences can be
social, economic, political, or cultural in nature. For example, advancements in
healthcare technology lead to longer life expectancy and changes in family
structures, which in turn affect social institutions like marriage and caregiving.
Understanding these consequences helps anticipate and manage the impacts of
social change on individuals, communities, and societies as a whole.



55

Check your progress

1. Whatis Social Change?
2. Why social change is considered as continuous process?

3.3 Aspects of Social Changes

Social change is about how societies change over time. Modernization happens when
societies start using new technology and building things like factories. This often makes the
economy grow and changes how people live. Urbanization is when more and more people
move to cities, which can change how society works
and how people live their lives. Westernization is
when societies start adopting Western ideas and ways The term
of doing things like fashion or music, because of things
like TV and the internet. These changes all affect how
societies work and how people live their lives. Here’s a
detail discussion about all these-

"urbanization" derives
from the Latin word
"urbs," which means

city. The suffix "-

3.3.1 Urbanization ization" indicates the
process or act of

Meaning of Urbanization: Urbanization is the process making something, in

where people move from rural to urban areas, leading this case, urban.

to the expansions of cities and towns. This trend
occurs as individuals leave countryside regions in
search of better job prospects, enhanced living
standards, access to services such as healthcare and
education, and a desire for urban lifestyles. As more people move to cities, rural areas
change into urban settings with tall buildings, homes, shops, and roads. This shift also
alters how people live and work, affecting their social lives, culture, and daily routines.
Now, urbanization has become global trend which is driven by industrial growth and
economic progress worldwide. It brings benefits like improved access to services,
entertainment, and jobs in cities, fostering creativity and cultural exchange. However, it
also presents challenges such as overcrowding, pollution, inadequate infrastructure, and

social inequality.

e Characteristics of Urbanization
o Population Density: Urbanization leads to high concentrations of people within a
relatively small area which leading to high population densities in cities and towns.
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Infrastructure Growth: It involves the development of essential infrastructure such
as roads, transportation networks, utilities, and public services.

Economic Hub: Cities provide diverse economic opportunities across industries,
services, and commerce.

Social Diversity: Urban areas host a mix of people from various cultural, ethnic, and
socioeconomic backgrounds.

Quality of Life: Urbanization generally offers better standards of living with
improved access to healthcare, education, and recreational facilities.

"Urbanization refers to the movement of people from rural to urban
areas, resulting in the growth of cities and towns." - World Bank

"Urbanization is the increasing number of people that live in urban
areas, creating a demand for housing, infrastructure, and services." -
Oxford Reference

e Social impact of Urbanization

Social Diversity: Cities bring together people from diverse backgrounds, promoting
cultural variety and potentially fostering greater social acceptance.

Lifestyle Changes: Urban living often involves smaller living spaces, reliance on
public transportation, and different social interaction norms compared to rural
areas.

Opportunities for Advancement: Cities provide more chances for education, jobs, and
career growth, attracting individuals looking to improve their prospects.

Feelings of Isolation: Despite the high population density, urban life can lead to
loneliness and isolation due to the fast-paced and sometimes impersonal nature of
city living.

Pressure on Social Services: Urbanization strains essential services like healthcare,
education, and housing, posing challenges in ensuring sufficient support for all
residents.

Community Dynamics: Urban communities may have less tight-knit social bonds
than rural areas, affecting relationships among neighbors and overall community
unity.

Environmental Challenges: Cities often face issues like pollution, noise pollution, and
inadequate access to green spaces, impacting the health and well-being of urban
dwellers.
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3. What is urbanization?

4. Name one benefit of urbanization.
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5. What feeling might urban residents experience despite high population density?

3.3.2 Modernization

Meaning of Modernization: Modernization can be
describe as which involves the shift of society from
medieval to contemporary culture. It is considered
as a process by which people adopt the modern and
advance ways of life. Modernization is the most
important function of education. It also indicates the
change in people’s habits, tastes, values, choices,
preference, ideas etc. It is understood as an attempt
of people who are actually bonded by Customs and
traditions, to adopt themselves to the present era
differently.

¢ Definitions:

o Daniel Lerner: "Modernization refers to the
processes of social change whereby less

developed societies acquire characteristics common to more developed societies."

Modernization"
emerged in the 19th and
20th centuries to
describe how traditional
societies adopt modern
technologies, practices,
and ideas, often
influenced by Western
industrialized nations.

o David Apter: "Modernization involves the rationalization and bureaucratization of
social life, the development of more complex and differentiated institutions, and the

spread of scientific knowledge."

o Walt Rostow: "Modernization is the process of moving from a traditional, rural,
agrarian society to a secular, urban, industrial society."

o Characteristics of Modernization

On the basis of above discussion and definitions following characteristics may be outlined

[.  Modernization is comprehensive concept which describes the transitions of society.

[I.  The main nature of modernization is, it is bound to be change with time.
[II. It is a process which indicates the adaptation of the modern ways of living and

thinking.
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IV. It is the process of change in values which involves Shift towards individualism,
materialism, and consumerism.

V.  Modernization is about to bring change in total social system to meet the rising
expectations of people and also fulfill the needs by all means.

. Education and Modernization

Education and modernization are deeply interconnected, influencing societies in various
ways. Education provides essential knowledge and skills for participation in modern
economies and the effective utilization of advanced technologies. Educated populations
contribute to economic growth through higher productivity and innovation, driving
technological advancements and fostering creativity. Education serves as a driver of social
change by questioning established beliefs and nurturing values of equality and human
rights. It prepares people to participate globally, fostering mutual understanding and
cooperation across different cultures. Additionally, education actively promotes
environmental sustainability by spreading awareness and endorsing practices that
conserve resources. Moreover, it is linked to better health outcomes and overall well-being,
empowering individuals to lead healthier lives and access healthcare services. Ultimately,
education propels societal advancement by equipping both individuals and communities
with the skills needed to succeed in a constantly evolving world. Following are the Role of
Education in bringing Modernization -

o Knowledge and Skills Development: Education equips individuals with the
knowledge, skill and competencies necessary to adapt to and thrive in modern
economies driven by technology and innovation.

o Technological Advancement: Educated individuals are more likely to understand and
leverage advanced technologies, leading to innovation, improvements in
productivity, and economic growth.

o Economic Growth: A well-educated workforce enhances productivity and efficiency,
attracting investments and fostering economic development within a country.

o Social Transformation: Education challenges traditional beliefs and practices,
promoting values such as equality, human rights, and social justice, which are
essential for modern, inclusive societies.

o Global Connectivity: Education enables individuals to engage in global interactions,
fostering cross-cultural understanding, collaboration, and participation in
international markets and networks.

o Environmental Sustainability: Education raises awareness about environmental
issues and promotes sustainable practices, encouraging responsible resource
management and environmental stewardship.
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Health and Well-being: Educated individuals tend to make healthier lifestyle choices,
have better access to healthcare services, and contribute to public health initiatives,
leading to improved overall well-being.

Quality of Life: Education enhances critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, and
decision-making skills, empowering individuals to actively contribute to their
communities and improve their quality of life.

J Causes of Modernization system

The factors which lead to modernization, all this includes the group of people with different
thinking, agencies, different moments etc. The main causes are as follows -

o

Education: By fostering innovation, supporting industrialization, and enabling social
mobility, education drives economic development and facilitates societal
transformation towards modern values and practices.

Mass Communication: It speeds up social change by spreading information, ideas,
and cultural influences widely. It connects people globally. Television, radio, and the
internet are key channels that shape public opinion, boost economic activities, and
push societies towards modernization.

Ideology based on Nationalism: Nationalism as an ideology promotes the idea of
unity and pride in one's nation. Nationalism and democracy are very linked with the
idea of Modernization. It can drive modernization by encouraging citizens to work
together for their country's development. Nationalism also fosters a sense of
identity and purpose, motivating people to contribute to their country's economic
growth and cultural advancement.

Charismatic Leadership: This type of leadership can inspire support for reforms,
innovation, and modern practices, fostering confidence and enthusiasm among their
followers to embrace change and pursue new ideas. Their leadership can drive
advancements in technology, industry, education, and social norms, propelling
society towards modernity by motivating collective action and overcoming
resistance to change.

Governmental Authority: Governmental authority drives modernization by making
rules and policies that support economic growth, technology advancements, and
social progress. They fund education, healthcare, and infrastructure to prepare
people for modern jobs. By ensuring stability and creating a good environment for
businesses, governments help society move forward and develop.

Urbanization and Industrialization are also considered as the cause or factors of
modernization.



Check your progress

6. What do you understand by modernization?

7. How does modernization impact values?

8. Name a cause of modernization related to communication.
9. Name two factors that are causes of modernization.

e Modernization and Indian Society
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Modernization in Indian society began to take root during the British colonial
rule, particularly from the late 19th century onwards. The British brought with them
significant changes in governance, administration, education, and infrastructure. These
changes laid the foundation for modernization in India. Under British rule, India saw the

introduction of modern institutions
such as railways, telegraphs, postal
systems, and legal reforms. These

developments facilitated
communication, trade, and
governance across the

subcontinent. Specifically Education
and Western Ideas established by
them like
institutions that promoted Western
education and ideas, this led to the
spread of English education among

modern educational

the elite and a growing awareness
of Western political, social, and
scientific thought. Industrialization,
social and religious moments are
also there which brought
modernization. Leaders like Raja
Ram Mohan Roy,
Vivekananda, and Mahatma Gandhi
reforms,
education for all, and the

Swami

advocated for social

The term "capitalism" originated in the
mid-19th century and was popularized
by various economists and thinkers
during that time. One of the earliest
proponents and definers of capitalism
was the Scottish philosopher and
economist Adam Smith, who is often
considered the father of modern
economics. Capitalism is characterized
by its focus on private ownership, profit
motive, market competition, and
individual freedom. It has been a
dominant economic system in many
countries around the world, promoting
economic growth, innovation, and
wealth creation.

revitalization of Indian culture. The two World Wars and the Indian independence
movement further accelerated modernization. Industrial needs during the wars spurred
economic growth, while the independence movement fostered a sense of national identity
and aspirations for self-rule. After gaining independence in 1947, India continued to pursue
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modernization through planned economic development, technological advancements, and
social reforms. The Green Revolution in agriculture, the establishment of the Indian
Institutes of Technology (IITs), and the liberalization policies of the 1990s are examples of
India's ongoing efforts towards modernization.

Basically, in India Modernization has bring change in society Economically, Culturally,
Educationally, Technologically and Socially over period of time. Nowadays, India is also
embracing Capitalism similar to many Western countries. Modernization has profoundly
impacted Indian society, influencing its’ all landscape. While embracing progress and
innovation, India continues to navigate the complexities and opportunities that come with
modernization, striving for inclusive growth and sustainable development.

3.3.3 Westernization

Meaning: Westernization can be considered as the socio-cultural changes of modern India.
It had an impact in the style of living of Indian people. Westernization means adopting
ideas, customs, and technologies from Western societies like Europe and North America. It
involves incorporating Western cultural norms, technologies, and values into non-Western
societies. This process often leads to changes in societal norms, behaviors, and institutions,
influenced by Western models of development and progress. It can affect areas such as
politics, economics, education, and social structures, as societies integrate aspects of
Western culture into their own. The impact of Westernization varies, sparking discussions
about cultural identity and the balance between tradition and modernity. Mahatma Gandhi
viewed Westernization through a critical lens, often expressing concerns about its impact
on traditional Indian society. According to Gandhi:

"Westernization, as commonly understood, is a process that devalues indigenous culture
and replaces it with Western norms and values. It often leads to the erosion of local
traditions and the loss of cultural identity. Instead of blindly adopting Western practices,
Gandhi advocated for a selective assimilation of beneficial aspects of Western knowledge
and technology while preserving India’s spiritual and ethical heritage. He believed in
maintaining a balance between modernization and the preservation of cultural integrity,
emphasizing self-reliance and community-centered development over uncritical
Westernization.”

. The main characteristics and changes through westernizations are as follows:

Cultural Influence: Westernization often brings changes in local culture through the
adoption of Western norms, fashion, entertainment, and media.
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Technological Integration: Westernization involves the adoption and incorporation of
Western technology into daily life, improving infrastructure and communication.

Political Alignment: Westernization influences political systems, encouraging the adoption
of democratic principles, human rights, and legal frameworks.

Economic Integration: Westernization promotes the adoption of Western economic
practices, such as capitalism and free-market principles, shaping business strategies and
trade relationships.

Social Transformation: Westernization affects social values and norms, influencing
attitudes towards family structures, gender roles, education, and personal freedoms.

Check your progress
10. What does Westernization involve?

11. Name one area affected by Westernization.

3.4 Let us sum up

In this Chapter we discussed about social change and explored how different factors like
urbanization, modernization, and westernization transform societies worldwide.
Urbanization happens when more people move from rural areas to cities, changing how
cities look and how people live and work there. Modernization is when societies shift from
farming to using machines in factories and offices, which changes how people live and
think. It brings new ideas, better schools, and new ways to run countries. Westernization is
when non-Western countries start using Western ideas, like democracy and business
methods. These changes affect how people act, how businesses work, and what cultures
look like around the world. Here we also discussed about relation of education with this
factors and the how Indian society adopt these concepts. Together, these processes show
how societies change and interact in today's global world.

3.5 Further reading

% Ahuja Ram (2007) Social Problems in India, Jaipur, Rawat publication

s Mathur S.S (2009) A Sociological approach to Indian Education, Agra, Agarwal
publication.
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Richard t. Schaefer (2006), Sociological a brief introduction New Delhi, hill
publication

Shankar Rao C.N (2006) , Sociological Principles of sociology with an introduction to
social thoughts, New delhi, S. Chand company

Jayasawal, Dr. Sitaram, (1991), Sociological Foundations of Education, Prakashan
Kendra, Luckhnow.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance/brief/modernization
https://www.bbc.com/culture
https://www.urban.org/

3.6 Answer to check your progress

1.

7.
8.
9.

Social change is the process where societal aspects like behaviors, beliefs, norms,
and structures undergo transformation with time.

Social change is a perpetual phenomenon, occurring constantly as societies navigate
new challenges and opportunities. It doesn’t occur suddenly but rather unfolds
gradually over time.

Urbanization is the process where people move from rural to urban areas, leading to
the expansions of cities and towns.

Improved access to services, entertainment, and jobs in cities.

Loneliness and isolation.

Modernization can be describes as which involves the shift of society from medieval
to contemporary culture.

It leads to a shift towards individualism, materialism, and consumerism.

Mass communication, such as television and the internet, speeds up social change.
Urbanization and industrialization.

10. Adopting ideas, customs, and technologies from Western societies.
11. Economic practices, such as capitalism and free-market principles

3.7 Model Questions

1.

Define social change and discuss how various sociologists, such as Karl Marx, Max
Weber, and Emile Durkheim, interpret it. What factors contribute to social change
and how do they impact society?
Explain the impact of urbanization on society with examples. Discuss the factors
that contribute to urbanization and its consequences on social diversity,
infrastructure, and quality of life.
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Define modernization and discuss its characteristics. How does education play a
pivotal role in facilitating modernization? Provide examples from different societies.
Describe the process of Westernization and its effects on non-Western societies.
Discuss Mahatma Gandhi's perspective on Westernization and its implications for
cultural identity and societal norms.

Explain the uneven and varied nature of social change. Discuss why different aspects
of society change at different paces and in different ways, using examples to
illustrate regional, demographic, or cultural disparities.

Evaluate the impact of governmental policies and leadership on promoting
modernization in societies. Discuss how effective governance can facilitate economic
development, technological advancement, and social progress.

Explain the role of mass communication in accelerating social change. How do
television, radio, and the internet influence cultural norms, political ideologies, and
economic activities globally?

Analyze the impact of Westernization on cultural identity in non-Western societies.
How do societies balance adopting Western values and preserving traditional
cultural practices? Provide examples to illustrate your points.

Describe the evolution of modernization in Indian society. Discuss the key factors
and historical events that have shaped India's journey towards modernity, including
the role of education, industrialization, and social movements.

Trace the origins and development of capitalism as an economic system. How has
capitalism influenced economic growth, innovation, and wealth creation in various
countries around the world?

skoksk sk sk sk sk sk skokskok
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Unit 4
Social Problems relating of Education in India

Unit Structure

4.0 Learning objectives

4.1 Introduction

4.2 Meaning of Social Problems

4.3 Imbalance of Education and equalization of Educational opportunity
4.4 Different Social Problems - Delinquency, Drug abuse, Child Labor
4.5 Let us sum up

4.6 Further reading

4.7 Answer to check your progress

4.0 Learning Objectives

v" To understand the impact of unequal educational opportunities

v" To examine the root causes and consequences of juvenile delinquency

v' To analyze the causes and effects of drug abuse: Study the societal, psychological
and economic factors that lead individuals to substance abuse.

v' To evaluate the prevalence and implications of child labour

4.1 Introduction

In today's society, addressing social problems requires a deep grasp of the tricky
challenges that shape communities and impact individuals. Issues such as unequal access to
education, juvenile delinquency, drug abuse, and child labor highlight the complex nature
of our socio-economic environment. Each of these challenges creates barriers to achieving
social equality, health, and overall human development. Addressing them effectively
demands careful examination and thoughtful intervention strategies.
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This chapter is about the complex interconnections of these social
challenges, aiming to shed light on their complex relationships and the necessity for well-
informed responses. By analyzing their root causes, effects, and current interventions, we
seek to enrich discussions on social justice, human rights, and sustainable development.
Through rigorous examination and proactive engagement, our goal is to pave the way
towards a future that is more inclusive and equitable for everyone.

4.2 Meaning of Social Problem

Social problems are issues in society that affect people, communities,
or many others. They usually involve a lot of disagreement or worry about what behaviors,
values, or situations are harmful or not good. These problems can show up in different
ways, like poverty, unfairness, crime, unfair treatment, drug or alcohol problems, harm to
the environment, and not having enough good schools or healthcare. Fixing these problems
often needs everyone to work together, change policies, and make sure people know what's
going on to make things better for everyone.

Let’s discuss social problems through different perspectives of Sociology -

e Sociological Perspective: Social problems are conditions or behaviors that violate
social norms, leading to public discontent and necessitating collective action. These
issues originate from societal structures, inequalities, and cultural beliefs.

e Conflict Theory: This perspective attributes social problems to inequalities in power
and resources within societies, emphasizing how these disparities perpetuate issues
such as poverty, discrimination, and injustice.

e Functionalist Perspective: Functionalist theorists view social problems as
disruptions to societal stability caused by ineffective functioning of social
institution.

e Interactionist Perspective: Social problems, according to interactionists, arise from
the ways individuals and groups define and interpret certain conditions or
behaviors as problematic through shared meanings and interactions.

e Public Health Perspective: In public health, social problems encompass factors
influencing health outcomes across populations, including healthcare access,
environmental conditions, substance abuse, and broader social determinants of
health.

¢ Global Perspective: Social problems at the global level encompass issues like climate
change, poverty, migration, and human rights violations, necessitating international
cooperation and policy interventions to address their widespread impact.



67

Check your progress

1. What do you understand by Social problem?

4.3 Imbalance of Education and equalization of Educational opportunity

Imbalance of education refers to the access to quality education can be limited by
geographical location, socioeconomic status, or systemic barriers such as discrimination
based on race, gender, or disability. Even when education is accessible, the quality can vary
significantly. Schools in affluent areas or private institutions generally offer superior
facilities, resources, and highly qualified teachers compared to those in underfunded
districts or economically disadvantaged regions. As a outcome we can see disparities in
such way for example graduation rates, standardized test scores, and college admission
rates, reflect inequalities within the education system. These outcomes directly impact the
opportunities available to students after they complete their education.

As well as Equalization of educational opportunity aims to ensure that everyone has a fair
chance to get a good education and succeed in school. This involves: Making sure all
students, no matter where they come from, can get the education they need. This might
mean providing money where it's needed, helping with transportation, or giving out
technology. Also look the matter of schools and districts so that they can get what they
need to teach well, like money, good teachers, and materials. Governments might need to
step in to make sure poorer areas get enough funding compared to wealthier ones. All
kinds of students including special child that might not always get the same opportunities.
This helps everyone feel included and able to do well in school. It means to make all schools
better, especially ones in places that struggle more. This can be done by training teachers
better, changing what's taught, or improving school buildings and resources.

Check your progress

2. Write the meaning of Imbalance of Education and equalization of Educational
opportunity.

4.4 Different Social Problems - Delinquency, Drug abuse, Child Labor

Social problems like delinquency, drug abuse, and child labor pose
significant challenges globally, impacting individuals and societies alike. These issues
reflect underlying social inequalities and inadequate support systems, requiring
comprehensive strategies for prevention and intervention. Addressing them effectively
promotes safer, healthier communities and safeguards vulnerable populations.
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Delinquency pertains to actions, usually among youth, that are deemed antisocial or
criminal based on societal norms or legal guidelines. These actions frequently include
breaches of laws or rules, influenced by various underlying social, economic, and
psychological elements. The term “delinquency” is a legal term used in courts and not in
medical diagnosis.

Psychological perspectives on juvenile delinquency emphasize the role of behavior,
emotions, and thinking patterns that lead young individuals to engage in unlawful or
socially disruptive behaviors. These perspectives examine factors like impulsiveness, peer
pressure, family interactions, and mental health conditions in shaping delinquent conduct.
A thorough grasp of these psychological aspects is essential for developing effective
strategies and systems to prevent and rehabilitate juvenile delinquency.

. Definitions of Juvenile delinquency:
Societal view: Acts committed by minors that violate laws and regulations.

Psychological perspective: Behavior among young individuals considered antisocial or
criminal due to underlying emotional, cognitive, or behavioral issues.

Legal definition: Actions by juveniles that, if committed by adults, would be considered
crimes.

Criminological approach: Studies focusing on the causes, patterns, and consequences of
juvenile offending within broader societal contexts.

According to Dr. Sethna, "Juvenile delinquency refers to the behavior of young individuals
that deviates from societal norms and laws, encompassing actions ranging from minor
offenses to serious criminal acts."

According to Newmeyer, "Juvenile delinquency" is defined as "the involvement of young
individuals in behavior that violates legal norms and societal expectations, encompassing a
range of actions from minor offenses to serious criminal conduct.”

Characteristics of Delinquency

Behavioral Deviance: Involves actions that violate societal norms or legal standards.
Repeat Offending: Shows persistent involvement in unlawful behavior over time.
Risk Factors: Includes influences like family dysfunction, substance abuse, or
negative peer relationships.

o O O



69

o Age and Development: Primarily affects adolescents, influenced by developmental
stages.

o Impact: Results in harmful consequences for individuals, families, and communities.
Social Disconnection: Often accompanies isolation from positive social influences.
Educational Disengagement: Linked to issues like truancy and academic

underachievement.
o Emotional and Behavioral Problems: Includes traits such as impulsivity and
aggression.
. Causes or Factors of delinquency
1. Personal Factors:
a) Biological Factors: Genetic traits or brain differences that might make someone

more likely to act impulsively or aggressively.

b) Personality Traits: Characteristics like being impulsive, aggressive, or lacking
empathy can contribute to delinquent behavior.

C) Individual Choices: Making decisions that are risky or harmful, often due to poor
judgment.

2. Social Factors:

a) Family Dynamics: Problems at home like neglect, abuse, or inconsistent rules from
parents.

b) Peer Influence: Being pressured or influenced by friends who are involved in

delinquent activities.

C) Community Environment: Living in areas with high crime rates, few positive role
models, or limited places for safe recreation.

3. Psychological Factors:

a) Mental Health Issues: Conditions such as depression, anxiety, or conduct disorder
can lead to delinquent behavior.

b) Cognitive Factors: Difficulties with problem-solving or understanding social
situations can contribute to making poor choices.
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C) Trauma and Stress: Experiencing abuse, neglect, or violence can affect how someone
behaves.

4. Economic Factors:

a) Poverty: Not having enough money for basic needs like food or housing can lead to

stress and desperation.

b) Unemployment: When parents or caregivers can't find work, it can create instability
at home.
C) Inequality: Unequal access to things like education, healthcare, or opportunities can

create frustration and make delinquent behavior more likely.

Check your progress

Define Juvenile Delinquency.

What are the main factors of delinquency?

What is the societal view of juvenile delinquency?

Identify one economic factor that might lead to juvenile delinquency.

AL SIS

. Measures to cure the problems of Delinquency - In addressing juvenile
delinquency, effective measures can be taken. These initiatives aim to prevent delinquent
behavior by providing support, opportunities, and skills that empower young individuals to
make positive choices and thrive in their communities. The methods are as follows -

L. Early Support Programs: Start programs that find and help kids who might get into
trouble early, offering them mentors and positive activities to keep them on track. These
programs also involve families to build stronger support systems at home.

IL. Help for Families: Give counseling, classes for parents, and groups to help them be
better parents, focusing on building strong, supportive relationships at home. These efforts
can reduce stress and improve communication within families.

I1. Support for School: Make schools better with more help for kids who need it, like
tutoring and activities to keep them interested, ensuring every child feels valued and
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engaged in learning. This includes creating a safe and inclusive environment for all
students.

IV. Mental Health Help: Offer counseling and therapy to help with feelings and problems
that might make kids act out, providing them with tools to manage emotions and make
better choices. It's important to reduce stigma and encourage seeking help for mental
health issues.

V. Community Activities: Make sure there are fun and safe things for kids to do, and
people who can be good role models, creating a sense of belonging and positive influences
in their lives. Community involvement helps build trust and support networks.

VL Fair Laws: Change laws so they focus on helping kids learn and get better instead of
just punishing them, advocating for rehabilitative approaches within the justice system.
This includes diversion programs and alternatives to incarceration.

VII.  Job and SKkill Training: Teach kids skills and help them find jobs so they can have
better lives, empowering them with opportunities for economic stability and future
success. Vocational training and internships can lead to meaningful careers.

VIII. Teach Good Social Skills: Show kids how to solve problems, be kind, and get along
with others to stay out of trouble, emphasizing the importance of positive relationships and
communication skills. Building empathy and conflict resolution skills can prevent conflicts.

. Drug Abuse:

Drug abuse is a serious social problem because of which many people are suffering. It lead
to serious problem at work, study, personal life. Drug is not good for our health. A little
quantity of drug can be cause of major issue. Drug abuse involves the misuse or excessive
use of substances in a way that goes beyond their intended medical purpose. It typically
involves the repeated and intentional use of a drug to produce pleasure, alleviate stress, or
alter one's perception and consciousness.

. Causes of drug abuse : No person is born as drug abuser. The cause of drug abuse
is found to be environmental and individual. Sometimes it is also biological. The details are
as follows -
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o Genetics can predispose individuals to drug abuse by influencing their susceptibility
to addiction, potentially passing down traits that increase vulnerability.

o Changes in brain chemistry caused by repeated drug use can increase the likelihood
of addiction, altering how the brain processes pleasure and reinforcement.

o Mental health disorders such as depression, anxiety, and trauma may drive
individuals to self-medicate with drugs, exacerbating their symptoms and leading to
dependency.

o High levels of stress and poor coping mechanisms can lead individuals to turn to
drugs to manage emotions or escape reality, creating a cycle of dependence and
worsening mental health.

o Peer pressure within social circles where drug use is normalized can influence
individuals to try drugs, seeking acceptance or fitting in with their peers.

o Family dynamics, including parental substance abuse and inconsistent discipline,
can contribute to drug abuse among young people, shaping their perceptions and
behaviors towards substance use.

o Cultural attitudes and societal acceptance of drug use can impact individual
behaviors towards substance use, influencing norms and perceptions within
communities.

o Easy access to drugs, either illicit or prescription, increases the likelihood of
experimentation and subsequent abuse, facilitating initial use and ongoing
dependency issues.

. Measures of Drug abuse by the educational institution: The basic step for
the prevention of any drug abuse is to educate the public about it and specially to the
younger generation. To prevent this social problem educational institutions can take the
following measures -

a. Organizing anti- drug abuse camps: To create awareness about drug abuse the
educational institutions can organize different camps on anti-drug abuse from time to time.

b. Spreading anti-drug awareness message: Educational institutions should try spread
anti-drug abuse message among the students so that the students can spread the message
to the locality and among there personal group.

C. Clear Policies and Guidelines: Establish strict rules against drugs on campus. Ensure
everyone understands and follows these rules.
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d. Peer Support and Counseling: Provide confidential counseling and support groups
for students struggling with drug issues. Encourage a supportive environment for seeking
help.

e. Parental Involvement: Engage parents through workshops and open
communication about drug prevention efforts at school.

f. Promotion of Healthy Activities: Offer diverse extracurricular activities and sports
programs to promote healthy lifestyles and positive peer interactions.

g. Early Intervention Programs: Identify and support students showing early signs of
drug issues with counseling and mentoring programs.

h. Monitoring and Supervision: Maintain a safe campus environment through vigilant
monitoring of common areas and school events.

i. Collaboration with Community Resources: Partner with local authorities, healthcare
providers, and community organizations for prevention and support services related to
drug abuse.

j- Evaluation and Adaptation: Regularly assess the effectiveness of prevention
strategies through feedback and adjust plans based on results to improve outcomes.

Check your progress

7. What do you understand by Drug abuse?
8. What are the main causes of drug abuse?

) Child labor

Child labor is the employment of children in work that deprives them of their childhood,
prevents them from attending regular school, and harms their physical, mental, social, or
moral development. It includes tasks that are hazardous or abusive, forcing children to
forgo school, quit prematurely, or juggle schooling with excessively demanding and
prolonged work hours. Child labor is considered exploitative and is a violation of children's
rights. It can happen in dangerous places like mines, factories, farms, and also at homes
where the work is not safe or fair. Many countries and groups around the world have made
rules to stop child labor and to make sure that kids can go to school, stay healthy, and grow
up in a safe way.
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. Causes of Child labor

Child labor remains a persistent global issue despite efforts to eradicate it. Defined as the
employment of children in any form of work that deprives them of their childhood,
interferes with their education, and harms their physical and mental development, it
continues to affect millions of children worldwide. Understanding the causes behind child
labor is crucial to effectively addressing and combating this social problem. The main
causes are mentioned here -

Families in poverty often depend on the income children bring home to survive.
Some children work because they don't have good schools to go to.

Some cultures or traditions think it is okay for children to work.

Many industries want to save money by hiring children for jobs in farming, factories,

o O O O

or homes.

o Laws against child labor are not always enforced well, so some companies still use
children.

o When families move from rural areas to cities, children might start working to help
earn money.

o Children who don't have parents may have to work to support themselves.
Kids who live in places with war, disasters, or have to move because of problems
might end up working.

o Girls sometimes face more problems than boys because they don't have the same
chances for school and fair treatment.

o Companies that work around the world sometimes use children for jobs in places
where laws are less strict.

. Here are some Acts & laws against Child Labor across the world:
1. International Conventions:
International Labor Organization (ILO) Conventions:

Minimum Age Convention (No. 138): This convention sets the minimum age for admission
to employment, ensuring that children are not prematurely drawn into the workforce. It
promotes the idea that childhood should be protected and that education should be
prioritized over work during formative years.

Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention (No. 182): This convention identifies and prohibits
the worst forms of child labor, including slavery, trafficking, hazardous work, and illicit
activities. It emphasizes the need for urgent action to protect children from exploitation
and ensure their physical and mental well-being.
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC):

The UNCRC affirms the right of every child to be protected from economic exploitation and
from performing any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child's
education, or to be harmful to the child's health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or
social development.

2. National Laws:
India

Child Labor (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986: This law prohibits the employment of
children below a certain age (depending on the nature of work) in hazardous occupations
and processes. It provides a list of occupations and processes where employment of
children is strictly prohibited.

Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act): Ensures free and
compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14 years. By providing free education, this law
aims to reduce child labor by ensuring that children have access to schooling and are not
forced to work to support their families.

United States:

Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA): This federal law sets minimum wage, overtime pay
eligibility, recordkeeping, and child labor standards for employment in the United States. It
establishes specific rules and restrictions on the employment of minors under 18 years old,
including limitations on working hours and types of hazardous work.

United Kingdom:

Children and Young Persons Act 1933: This Act provides protections for children under the
age of 14, prohibiting their employment in most types of work. It outlines exceptions for
certain types of employment, such as artistic performances or supervised work in family
businesses.

4. Enforcement and Implementation Mechanisms:

Countries with laws against child labor typically establish labor inspection systems to
enforce these laws. Labor inspectors monitor workplaces to ensure compliance with child
labor regulations, investigate reported violations, and take enforcement actions against
employers found to be exploiting children.
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5. Corporate Codes of Conduct:

Many multinational corporations have adopted codes of conduct that prohibit the use of
child labor in their supply chains. These codes typically require suppliers and business
partners to adhere to strict standards regarding child labor, including age verification
procedures, workplace monitoring, and remediation measures for any violations found.

These laws and conventions are help in safeguarding children from being
exploited and ensuring they have access to education, healthcare, and a safe environment
as they grow up worldwide. To effectively fight child labor, we need a mix of laws,
enforcement actions, educational programs, and international collaboration. Together,
these efforts aim to create a world where every child can grow up without being forced to
work and can fully enjoy their childhood.

Check your progress

9. What is child labor and how does it affect children?

10. Name one international convention that addresses child labor and its purpose.

11. What does the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 in
India aim to achieve?

4.5 Let us sum up

In this chapter we discussed key social issues such as educational disparities, juvenile
delinquency, drug abuse, and child labor through various sociological perspectives,
emphasizing their origins in societal structures and inequalities. It highlights the need for
equalizing educational opportunities to ensure fair access and quality education for all
students. Issues like drug abuse and child labor are discussed in terms of their complex
causes and impacts, with emphasis on preventive measures and international laws to
safeguard children's rights. Overall, the chapter advocates for comprehensive approaches
involving policy reforms and community engagement to address these interconnected
social challenges effectively.

% 4.6 Further Reading
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4.7 Answer to check your progress

1) Social problems are issues in society that affect people, communities, or many others
which usually involve a lot of disagreement or worry about what behaviors, values, or
situations are harmful or not good.

2) Imbalance of Education and equalization of Educational opportunity means issues like
uneven access to quality education and efforts to ensure fairness and inclusivity in
educational opportunities for all.

3) These issues reflect underlying social inequalities and inadequate support systems,
requiring comprehensive strategies for prevention and intervention can be refer as
Delinquency.

4) Family dynamics, Peer influence, Economic conditions, Educational attainment,
Psychological factors, Community environment.

5) The societal view sees juvenile delinquency as acts committed by minors that violate
laws and regulations.

6) Poverty, as it can lead to stress and desperation, is an economic factor that might lead to
delinquency.

7) Drug abuse involves the misuse or excessive use of substances in a way that goes beyond
their intended medical purpose.

8) Genetic problems, lack of parental supervision, peer pressure, social problem, mental
condition etc.

9) Child labor is the employment of children in work that deprives them of their childhood,
education, and harms their development. It includes hazardous and exploitative work
conditions.
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10) The International Labor Organization's Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention (No.
XI) aims to prohibit hazardous and exploitative forms of child labor.

11) It ensures free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14, aiming to reduce
child labor by providing access to schooling.

4.8 Model Questions

1. Define social problems and provide examples of typical issues discussed in society?

2. What are the main causes of educational disparities and how do they impact
students?

3. Explain the sociological perspectives used to understand social problems such as
juvenile delinquency and drug abuse.

4. Why is equalizing educational opportunities important, and what measures can be
taken to achieve it?

5. Describe the psychological factors contributing to juvenile delinquency.

6. How does drug abuse affect individuals and communities, and what preventive
measures can be implemented in educational institutions?

7. Discuss the implications of child labor and discuss its on children's development and
education.

8. What are the key international laws and conventions aimed at combating child labor
globally?

9. How do societal norms and cultural attitudes influence the prevalence of social
problems like drug abuse?

10. Discuss the role of community engagement in addressing social issues effectively.
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